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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The following Sermons were written in the 
course of duty^ without aqy view to publication $ 
and they are now published only in obedience to tha 
desire of those who heard them. To them they 
have a value very different from that of literary 
merit ; the value which kindnesd ever gives to the 
objects upon which it has long been employed; 
the value^ still more^ which time bestows upoa 
the feelings and the memories of former years. 
To the rest of the worlds I feel^ they have no re* 
commendations ; and had it been possible for me^ 
therefore^ to have limited the publication to the 
congregation to whom they were originally ad- 
dressed^ I should never have presumed to intrude 
them upon the notice of the world. 

To those who are unacquainted with that Con- 
gregation^ it is necessary for me to state^ that it 
is of a peculiar kind ; that it is composed almost 

entirely of persons in the higher ranks^ or in the 
2 
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more respectable conditions of society ; and that 
one very interesting part of it is formed by the 
yonng^ who^ in the coarse of academical educa- 
tion^ are preparing themselves for the important 
stations or the liberal professions of fnture life. 
The recollection of these circumstances may^ I 
hope^ sometimes account for the choice of sub- 
jects^ and sometimes for the views and illustra- 
tions that are employed. 

Such as these sermons are, I now submit them 
to the worlds with no other sentiment than that 
of the most unfeigned humility ; and 1 request 
it may be believed^ that their appearance is not 
the result of voluntary presumption^ but of tlie 
simple obedience to grateful duty. 

Edinbiligli) Much 24, 1814. 
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SEEMON I. 

ON THE BEGINNING OP THE CENTURY. 

Pbalm cii. 27. 
^Tboia ^rt the same: and ihj years sball not fail." 

HThe commencement of a new year is an event 
which leads even the most thoughtless to some 
degree of reflection. There is something always 
solemn in the return of these stated memorials of 
time. They call npon us to som^ review of our 
conduct in the years that are past; and to some esti- 
mate of what we have gained or have lost in our 
commerce with the world. They remind us of the 
progress of time^ and pf Qur own progress to eter- 
nity. But; far more than all, they remind us of our 
dependence upon hilU; who is ^^ this Ancient of 
^^ Days ;^' who, while we change, ^^ is still th^ 
fame/' and ^^ whose year? alone shall never fail.'' 
Jiife, while it thus is passing from us all, leavefi 
lis the sense of its importance. It was given us 
for tl^e gre^^test tmd most magnificent purpose. It 
W4U3 pven us by Him who i|.lone is good, that we 
loight fidvanee in knowledge, in virtue, and in hap. 
piness ; that we might rise in the system of bein|^ 

to some unknown ends of moral and intellectual 
3 
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15 ON THE BEGINmNG 

perfection ; and that^ at the last^ under the light of 
the Sun of Righteousness^ we might join " that in- 
'^ numerable multitude of all nations^ and kindred^ 
'' and tongues^ who stand before the Throne and 
^' the Lamb for ever/^ 

On the return^ then^ of those seasons by which 
we number our days^ it is wise in us to think how 
our years have hitherto been employed ; what it \% 
that we have been doing in the time we have enjoy- 
ed ; and whether we have indeed been fulfilling the 
great ends for which we were brought into being. 
Meditations of this kind become us all ; and^ while 
they remind us of the magnificent purposes for which 
we were born, they fit us to enter upon a new year 
with comfort and resolution. I pray God that it 
jnay be with these solemn, but elevated sentiments^ 
that all of as may now enter upon the new season^ 
which is given us by '' Him that liveth for ever.*' 

At thig time, however, my brethren, we have 
entered upon a greater period. The same hour 
which closed the year, closed also a Century of 
years, and, what is to us more important, it closed 
the eighteenth century of the religion of Him ^' Who 
^^has brought Life and Immortality to light by his 
^^GospeL'^ There are innumerable reflections 
which will arise in every thoughtful mind upon so 
solemn and so unusual an occasion. The course 
of time has led us, as it were, to a higher eminence 
in the prospect of human nature. The past and 
the fixture seem more distinctly to lie before us, and 
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OF THE-CENTURT* 19 

a solemn pause is afforded us^ in which we can 
more truly estimate what life has brought, and 
what it is to bring. — The mDment itself is profuse 
in instruction ; and I shall limit myself to suggest 
to you some of those simple and obvious reflections^ 
which seem most naturally to arise from the cireum* 
stances in which we now assemble. 

1. The first and the most powerful of these re- 
flections is, that of our dependence upon "Him who 
" inhabiteth eternity.'' We are arrived, in pur 
generation, at the opening of the nineteenth age of 
the Religion of Christ, and we have presented this 
day, to the Throne of Heaven, the same petitions 
which have been offered by the faithful who have 
gone before us, in every age of that memorable time. 
They are all now mouldering in their graves ; but 
He that made them never dies. The same ear 
which listened to their petitions, now listens to ours. 
The same spirit which was in the midst of them, and 
ihe infant assemblies of the churchy is . in these mo- 
ments in the midst of us, and of every congregation 
that is met in hi^ name : and the same arm, which, 
in every difficulty or danger, has made the Church 
of Christ triumphant to our day, is still uplifted to 
protect the progress of the ^' everlasting Gospel.'^ 
There is something, my brethren, inexpressibly 
consoling to the weakness of humanity, in this re- 
flection : while we stand as it were amid the ruins 
iof time, and see the races of men thus successively 
rising and falling before us, we see, at the same 
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time, the £ternal Mind that governs the whole de- 
eigti. We see a system carrying on, in which all 
things ^^ are working together for good" to the wise 
and to the virtuous ; and which is to close at last^ 
^* in honour, in glory, and in immortality." Me- 
ditations of this kind are fitted to strengthen and 
elevate every heart. They are fitted to give a voice 
to time as it passes, and to make it speak to us of 
the goodness ^^of Him who liveth for ever and 
^^ ever." They are fitted still more to prostrate us, 
in the opening of a new age, before the Throne of 
eternity ; to dispose us to cast all our cares upon 
that God who careth for us ; and to subject every 
thought and desire of our own to the will of Him^ 
in whom alone are all the treasures of wisdom^ 
*^ and who" alone ^^ was, and is, and is to come.^^ 
S. In descending from this first and greatest re«- 
flection, we are led to consider, in the second 
place, the nature of that age, of which we have 
witnessed the close. Every thing tells us that 
there is some progress going on in Nature, — some 
advance of the human race, either to improve- 
ment or degradation ; and it is natural to us to 
inquire, whether the age which is gonp is likely 
io transmit happiness or misery to posterity. 
In this respect also, my brethren, we have much 
reason for consolation. The century which hat 
now left us, has doubtless been one of llie most 
distinguished in the annals of human nature. It 
Succeeded ages of rudeness and barbarism, and bait 
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ially dischai^ed its duties in the improvement of 
hamaoity. . Nations who before lay in darkness 
and ignorance^ have emei^ed into day^ and taken 
their position upon the theatre of society. A new 
world has risen with gigantick steps into matui;ity^ 
and already begins to display the lights of know- 
ledge^ and the wealth of industry. The boundaries 
of that world we inhabit have at length been ex- 
plored : and a path is opened for the introduction 
of the gospel to the remotest habitations of man. 

In the progress which will for ever distinguish 
iht eighteenth eentuiy^ our own country^ my bre* 
thren^ has taken an exalted share, tn the course of 
a period^ so long for the instability of man^ we 
have enjoyed the greatest portion of national hap* 
piness and prosperity that has ever fallen to the lot 
of the societies (tf men. The crimes and agitations 
of a former age have expired : and the constitution 
of our land has settled into that wise balance of 
power and of liberty^ which no speculation of phi* 
losophy could have foareseen^ but which is now sub- 
stantiated^ for the instruction of the future worlds 
by the evidence of a hundred years of unpreceden- 
ted welfare^ and of expanding prosperity. Even 
in the present moments^ my brethren^ an event 
has taken place^ which promises to give no mean 
additio)a to the prosperity and dignity of the empire. 
The union with our sister kingdom^ so long wished ' 
tar by tiie wise and benevolent^ and so long oppo*. 
sed by natiiHuil^ and^ above all^ by religious pieju* 
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dices^ at length, by the perseverance of the legidla- 
tive wisdom, dignifies the opening of the new 
century : and I trust in God, that the same sound 
of publick rejoicing which announced it to us, will 
announce to that long neglected, and perhaps op- 
pressed people, the commencement of a new era 
of wealth, of liberty, and of happiness. ^ 

The age which is past has left us another sub- 
ject of national gratulation^ — ^that, I mean, of the 
extension which it has given to human knowledge. 
In no age, certainly, has the spirit of science so 
fully been awakened, or so generally disseminated : 
and were we to compare the state of knowledge at 
the beginning and the end of the period we are 
considering, the step which the human mind has 
made in that time would appear almost incredible. 
On every side, indeed, the boundaries of science 
have been enlarged ; our acquaintance with nature 
increased; and the labours of philosophy with- 
drawn from visionary speculation, to those practi- 
cal ends by which humanity may be bettered or 
improved. Under this influence, the arts of social 
life have been cultivated with unprecedented suc- 
cess ; the foundations of national wealth and 
greatness have been investigated ; and that great; 
doctrine first taught from the schools of science,' 
which unites national prosperity with national 
justice, and which will one day reduce the conduct 
of naticms to :the strictest rules of Ghristiaii bene* 
volenca. But, above all, the extension of know- 
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« 

ledge has ministered to the happiness of men^ by 
the support which it has afforded to the eause oC 
religion^ — not only in the memorable labours of 
those who have either displayed the beauty, or 
demonstrated the truth of Christianity. — ^but also 
in the unparalleled discoveries with which^ in the 
age that is past^ the perseverance of science has 
been rewarded^ with respect to the Works of the 
Almighty; — discoveries^ in comparison of which 
all former knowledge was trifling ; which^ at 
every step, lead us to more exalted conceptions 
of the goodness as well as greatness of Hinf that 
made us, a^d which have noiy engraved the name 
of God upon the altar of the universe with the 
hand of demonstration. 

3. I trust I may add, in the third place, my 
brethren, that the age which has past has also im- 
proved in virtue. However much we may still 
have to regret the weakness or the vices of our na«- 
ture, it were unjust and uncandid not to acknow- 
ledge, that, in comparison with the ages that pre- 
ceded it, the last age has added eminently to social 
happiness. Many of the barbarities of ancient 
manners have been softened ; many of the prejudi- 
ces which divided men from each other have been 
dissolved. Learning and knowledge have found 
their way to every rank of mankind ; and, while 
tiiey have given new dignity and happiness to the 
higher conditions of society, they have, at the same 
time^ improved the conduct^ while they have ele^ 
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vated the minds of the people. Bat^ above all^ 
the virtue which peculiarly distinguishes the last 
age^ is that of humanity^ — the humanity that has 
sprung from the fountain of the Gospel : a human- 
ity not capricious and momentary^ but princi- 
pled and enlightened ; which directs the labours 
of the legislator^ as well as the meditations of the 
philosopher; which^ in every moment of distress^ 
associates the great and opulent in the service of 
the poor and the distressed ; and whieh^ even in. 
the midst of war and animosityi unites all the wise 
and "benevolent of every Christian nation^ in the 
common cause of alleviating the distresses^ or im- 
proving the condition of the human race. 

Such^ my brethren, is the view which we may 
justly take of the century that has passed. And^ 
if it be pleasing to think that, under the iniuenee 
of the Gospel of Christ, human nature has, in that 
period, made some advance towards knowledge 
and happiness, it is, at the same time, solemn to 
remember the duties that fall upon us. In the 
opening of a new age, we are the actors in thia 
great system. Upon us it depends, whether the 
progress of mankind is to be accelerated or re- 
tarded. And there is no sentiment with winch 
we can more nobly meet the season, as the pro- 
found conviction, that, upon our eonduct, in our 
different situations or e(Niditions, depends the cha- 
racter and happiness of the age that is to foUow 
us. 
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4. There is another reflection^ my brethrcai, of 
a still more solemn kind^ which most naturally 
have occurred to us all. Of the period of whioh 
we have seen the beginnings none of us can see 
the end. Long ere the century closes^ all of us* 
young or old, rich or poor, will be numbered with 
the dead. «The silver cord will be loosed/^ 
and ^Uhe golden bowl broken/^ and "every 
" spirit'' will have returned " to the God who 
^^ gave it.'' — ^It is a reflection, in truth, to which no 
ignorance nor barbarity hath rendered the human 
mind insensible. Even amid all the licentious 
worship of antiquity, it was upon these occasions 
the plaintive call of the herald, " Gome to those 
^^ solemnities^ which no living eye hath seen, and 
^^ which no eye will see again.'' 
. Amid this dark and tremendous prospect, is 
there no voice which whispers to you, my bre- 
thren, how ^od f^for you it is to be here :" or that 
prostrates you in these moments before the throne 
of Nature, in " thankfulness to Him" who hath 
^ven^you the victory," through Jesus Christ 
your Lord ? " And I was in the spirit, (says the 
" evangelist) upon the Lord's day, and I heard 
^^ behind me a great voi^e, as that of a trumpetf 
" saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the First and 
" the Last. And I turned to the voice that spake 
^^ with me, and I saw one like unto the Son of 
^' Man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, 

^^ and girt about with a golden girdle. Uis head 
4 
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'^ and his hairs were white Mke snow^ and his eyes 
*^were as a flame rf Are, and his voice as the 
** Ronnd of many waters. And when I saw Him, 
*^1 fell at his feet as dead; and He laid his right 
'^ hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not, I am 
" the Rrst and the Last, I am He ihat liveth, and 
*^ was dead — And behold I am alive for evermore, 
^^ and have the keys of Hell and of Death/^ 

These, iny brethren, are the sublime anticipa- 
tions of the irue Christian — ^these the hopes which 
He, ^^ who liveth for ever and ever,'^ hath given 
to the weakness of mortality. It is to that greater 
world, (which, ere this century shall close, all of 
iis must know) that the eye of piety is permanently 
directed. It is there that the great system of Al- 
mighty 'Wisdom shall finally be displayed; when 
all doubts shall cease, and all anxieties be dispel- 
led; When this corruptible shall put on incomip- 
tion, and this mortal shall put on immortality; and 
when all the tears which life hath raised, shall be 
wiped away for ever. 

It is to this great termination that time is advan- 
cing ; every thing that we see around us, teaches ns 
that life is an imperfect scene, of which the mighty 
conclusion is yet to come : and every year, as it 
passes, takes to a better world some of those whom 
we have loved or honoured. In the last receptacle 
of mortality, the rich and the poor ^^ make their 
^^ bed together ;^' and there we alike deposit the 
youthful head, whose opening virtues are to bios- 
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som in a nobler clime j and the " hoarjr luifari^'^ 
which descend at last to the grave^ ^^ full of year^ 
^^ and of honour. '^ 

This last scene^ my brethren^ we have lately 
witnessed. The same hours which closed the cea- 
tury, closed also the life of one^* who^ for |ialf itn 
period^ has been the greatest ornai^ent of the church 
of this land^ and who has left to every church 
a model of piety and virtue which no age cap de- 
stroy. Over this recent and ever mepqrabl^ gi^ve^ 
the tears of humanity will fall ; but it is not fit they 
should be the tears of unmanly soiraw : it is fit^ Q^ 
the conlrary^ while we stand around it^ thwt oipr 
hearts should kindle at those ashes whif^h yet fif^ 
scarcely cold : that while we see the ^ death of 4|||& 
^^ righteous/^ we should pray that ^' our life^^ and 
our ^^ end may be like his ;'^ and that we should 
think what is the power of that religioni over which 
the " grave hath no victory,'^ and to ^^ which dealji 
^' hath no sting.'^ Happy^ indeed^ beyond the 
usual lot of mortality^ was that long and venerable 
life^ of which^ alas ! we have witnessed the close : 
and^ to Him ^^ whom he had made good in his 
^^ sight/^ the Almighty dispensed^ even h««, no 
common measure ^' of knowledge^ and wisdom^ 
^' and joy.'^ — ^Happy^ in being billed into existence 

* Ths Bkvxbvhd Db. Hugh Blair. — ^This great aod amiabje 0190 die^ a fev 
days before this Sermon was preached; aod, after the lapse of so many years, I 
confess that I have still a melandioly satis&etion in bdog ahle to pay this iJUmble 
tribute to a memoiy which I have not ceased to love and to venerate. 
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in the most splendid age of his country^ in being 
the friend and eontemporary of all those who have 
enlightened or adorned it^ and in sharing with them 
in the applause and admiration of mankind : — 
Happy in an old age, in which " his eyes waxed 
*^ not dim,'^ nor his ^^ natural strength decayed/^ 
and in a death, which, after no long suffering, re- 
moved him from the service of the ^^ sanctuary bc- 
^^ low,'* to that of the sanctuary above :— but hap- 
pier far than all, in having devoted the great pow- 
ers with which he was entrusted, to the sole ends 
of religion and virtue ; in being the minister of sal- 
vation to ages yet unborn; and in having established 
a name, before which all the future generations of 
man will rise up and call it blessed ! 

It is with this illustrious example before us, that 
vre enter upon a new age ; upon that age, my bre« 
thren, in which we are all to live and all to die. — 
May He, who liveth for ever and ever, be our Pro- 
tector and Friend ! May He dwell in all our hearts, 
and strengthen all our resolutions, and listen to all 
our prayers. And whatever be the scenes that lie 
before us, may we so advance, under his guidance, 
upon the road of mortal life, that in the ^^ last day, 
^^ when the Saviour of the world shall come again 
^^ in his glorious majesty to judge both the quick 
^^ and the dead, we may all rise to the life immortal, 
^^ through Him who reigneth with the Father, and 
<^ the Holy Spirit, now, henceforth, and for ever V^ 
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ON SPRING. 



Job xlii. 5; 



** I iia?« beud ofThee b^ the hearing of the ear, hnt now mine eye 
seeth Thee." 

These are the words with which Job concludes 
the interesting accoant of his sufferings and his 
doubts. After a speculative and fruitless conver- 
sation with his friends^ to discover the cause of 
those afflictions with which the providence of God 
had visited him^ he is represented as at last raising 
his eyes from himself and his own concerns^ to- 
wards the Government of Nature : And the Al- 
mighty is brought forward as speaking to him from 
amid the whirlwind of his power^ and pointing out 
to him^ amid his despondence^ some of the most 
striking instances in which His greatness and wis- 
dom are manifested in the world that surrounds 
him. Then Job answered^ in the sublime and 
memorable words of the text^ ^^ I have heard of 
^^ Thee by the hearing of the ear^ but now mine 
^^ eye seeth Thee.'^ 

The words^ my brethren^ are still applicable to 
us. Cven now^ the greatest and most important 
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part of our religious knowledge^ our knowledge 
of the nature and attributes of ^^ Him that made 
'' us,^^ is acquired solely " by the hearing of the 
^^ ear/^ The early instruction of the parent ; the 
occasional hours of reading and meditation ; and 
the publick exhortations of the pulpit^ — constitute 
all that the generality of men know upon the most 
momentous subject of human information. There 
are few who have been taught in infancy to raise 
their minds to the contemplation of His works ; 
who love to kindle their adoration at the altar of 
nature^ or to lose themselves in astonishment amid 
the immensity of the universe ; and who thus ^^ see- 
'' ing Him with their eyes^" learn to associate the 
truths of religion with all the most valued emo- 
tions of their hearts. It is the natural consequence 
of these partial views of the Deity, to narrow our 
conceptions of his being ; to chill the native sensi- 
bility of our minds to devotion ; and to render 
religion rather the gloomy companion of the church 
and the closet, than tlie animating friend of our 
ordinary hours. 

Reflections of this kind, my brethren, seem very 
naturally to arise to us from the season we expe- 
rience, and the scenes we at present behold. In 
the beautiful language of the wise man, '' the win- 
^' ter is now over and gone ; the flowers appear 
^' on the earth, the time of the singing of birds is 
^' come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our 
^^ land.'' — ^In these moments, we are the witnesses 
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of tiie most beautiful aiid mo^t astonisliiiig specta- 
cle that nature ever presents to our view. Tiie 
earthy by an annual miracle, rises again^ as from 
her grave, into life and beauty. A new creation 
peoples the wintry desert ; and the voice of joy and 
gladness is heard among those scenes wiiich but 
of late lay in silence and desolation. The sun 
comes forth, " like a bridegroom from his cham- 
^^ ber,'^ to diffuse light and life over every thing he 
beholds ; and the breath of Heaven seems to brood 
with maternal love over that infant creation it has 
so lately awakened into being. In such hours, 
there is a natural impulse which leads us to medi- 
tatioa.and praise. We love to go out amid the 
scenery of nature, to mark its progressive beauty, 
and to partake in the new joy of every thing that 
lives ; — and we almost involuntarily lift our eyes 
to that Heaven from whence cometh the hope of 
-man, ^^ which openeth its hand, and filleth all 
*^ things with plenteousness.^^ Even upon the most 
uncultivated minds, these seasons have their influ- 
ence ; and. wherever, over the face of the earth, 
the spring is now returning, even amid nations 
uncheered by the light of the Gospel, the poor 
inhabitai^t is yet every where preparing some rude 
solemnity, to express the renewal of his joy, and 
the return of his praise. In obedience to this 
pleasing instinct of religion, I shall endeavour, at 
present, to lay before you some of the reflections 
which seem most fitted for this season, and which 
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inay be most useful for the ends of piety and 
virtue. 

I. — 1. The first refiection which the return of 
spring presents to us^ is with regard to the un- 
changeableness of the power df the Almighty. We 
learn from reason^ and from scripture^ that ^^ God 
^^ is unchangeable^ as He is eternal : that to his 
^^ years there is no end ; that he was^ and is^ and 
« is to come/^ All this is the " hearing of the ear.'^ 
In the present hours " our eyes may see it/^ It 
is but a little time^ when the earth around us^ like 
the chaos from which it sprung^ was without form 
and void^ and when darkness dwelt over the face 
of the deep. It is now^ as in the astonishing hour 
of creation^ lighted up into life and order. The 
great word of existence has again gone forth ; 
—-every breeze that blows appears to call some 
new species of being from the dark womb of na- 
ture; — and every returning sun seems to glory, 
with increasing splendour, over that progressive 
beauty which his rays have awakened. While 
we are witnessing this scene of wonder, can we 
forget, my brethren, that it is but the yearly work- 
manship of God ! In the many thousand years that 
have passed since the beginning of time, the same 
season has annually been renewed ; and the eyes 
of our fathers, and the old time before them, have 
regularly witnessed those displays of Omnipotence 
in which we now rejoice. They all are gone, — 
they and the generations which were before them. 
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kit now withdrawn from the light of the suti into 
the silence of the graven But the great Parent of 
Nature is the same. To Him> and to his pdwer^ 
^^ there is no variableness^ nor shadow of turning:" 
He now visits the earthy and blessed it with the 
same profusion as in its infant years; and when we 
too^ and our children^ are gathered to our fathers ; 
when the age in which we live shall be lost in the 
obscurity of forgotten time^— ^even then^ the sea- 
sons of spring and harvest will return^ and the 
voice of praise will be heard among the dwellings^ 
of mam 

S. The second reflection which the return of 
spring teaches us^ is with regard to the unchang-^ 
ing goodness of the Almighty* This also^ my 
brethren^ is a tnith which we learn by ^^ the hear« 
^^ ing of the ear f^ but which nowhere can be learnt 
with such efficacy and power^ as in those hours 
when ^^ our eyes may see iV^ If there is an in- 
stinct which leads us now into the scenery of na- 
ture^ it is not only to amuse us with a transitory 
pleasure^ but to teach us just and exalted concep- 
tions of ^^ Him that made mJ^ In no hours of 
existence are the traces of his love so powerfully 
marked upon nature^ as in the present It is^ in a 
peculiar manner^ the season of happiness. The 
vegetable world is bursting into life^ and waving 
it hues^ and spreading its fragrance a^und the 
habitations of men. ^^ The desert" even, and ^^ the 
^^ solitary place is glad; and the wilderness springs 
5 
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<^ and blossoms as the rose/7 The luimal world 
U marked by still deeper characters of happiaess. 
Myriads of see% aod far greater myriads of Qfiseen 
beings are now risings firom every element^ into 
life, and enjoying their new-born existence^ and 
fcaiiiiig^ with inarticulate voiee^ the Power tiiai 
gave them birth. The late desert of existence is 
. now filling with animation^ and every element 
around us is pregnant with life^ and prodigal of joy« 
Is there a time^ my brethren^ in which we can 
better learn the goodness of the universal God ? 
Is it not wise in us to go abroad into nature, and 
to associate iSis name with every thing that^ at 
tSiis season^ delights the eye^ and gratiftes the 
heart } And is there any image under which it id 
so useM for us to figure ^^ him that inhabiteth 
^ eternity^'' as under that of the Eather of his 
Gl^eation ; as having called every thing into exis- 
tence for ^^ his pleasure f^ in communicating hap- 
pitaess ; and as^ in these moments, listening^ witil 
placid ear, to every articulate voice that speaks 
gratitude^ and to every inarticulate voice that tes^ 
ttfies joy. 

n. Stithy my brethren^ are some of the reflec- 
tions whii&h most naturally arise at this time^ with 
regard'to the great Mitid and Fatent of existence. 
They are sui^h as every age, however untau^t^ 
iias felt ; which the Wise of every country have 
eherished ^ and by which^ even amidst ignorance^ 
tib»y have been fully consoled. There aire some 
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ether reflections^ whkh^ at this season^ ieem very 
naturally to arise to us as Ohrifftiaoffi ; sxkA ther^ 
is a beautiful analogy^ whieh I eould earaestly 
wish to imprras upon your minds^ between thife 
eoming of the Gospel^ and tiie arrival of the sea^ 
son of spring. In no respect, perhaps^ is oor eon*^ 
duet of religious education more imperfect, than 
in every thing that relates to the system of Chri9- 
tianity ; and there is no light in which it ean ht 
represented to the young, so useful as that which 
unites it with every thing that is most exalted and 
most beautiful in nature* 

!• The appearance of sj^ing is then, in the first 
place, an emblem of the Gospel of our Lord, as it 
reminds us of the darkness and gloom by which 
it was preceded. When we look oi^ the state of 
the world before the coming of Ghrist, there is no 
image that can more justly or more forcibly pic** 
tnre it to our minds thflin thai of the winter of hu- 
manity. It was a season of moral cold and dark- 
ness^ — ^when every expanding principle of piety 
and virtue was checked by i^orance and doubt-— 
and when men wandered amid the severities which 
surrounded them, uneheered by any effiilgence 
from Heaven. It was a season also, we may re- 
member, peopled with the phantoms of supersti- 
tion^ in which every pow^ of darkness seemed to 
roam and bear sway^ and of which the gloom was 
Quly^ enlightened by tiie dark flames of a sangui- 
nary altar. Bach was the winter of our nature^ 
until the Son of God came to briniz: us light. 
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S. The appearance of spring is^ therafore^ in the 
•econd place^ an emblem of the Gospel of oar 
Lord^ as it reminds ns of that light whieh hia 
.coming hath shed. on all the concerns of men. It 
is in this magnificent and beautiful view^ that tha- 
Gospel is always predicted by the prophets, and 
represented by the followers of Jesus, It is the 
f < Day-spring from on high/' which has come jto 
visit us. It is ^Uhe morning spread upon the 
^^ mopntains.'^ It is the Sun of Truths which 
ghone upon tlipse ^^ that sat in darkness, and in 
<^ the shadow of more than mortal ^^ death j'^ and 
when we look, accordingly, on the state of the 
wor44 since the coming of our Lord, nothing can 
more accurately resemble the influence and the be-^ 
n^ficence of spring. Wherever His religion has 
«prea4^ a new verdure (as it were) has been given 
to the soul of mail. Whatever blesses, or what- 
' ever adorns humanity, has followed the progress 
of his d(|>ctpines ; laws have been improved, gov- 
ernments enlightened, manners refined, and the 
mild and gentle virtues of humanity and peace, 
have sprung into new life wd fragrance. ^^ Even 
^^ the desert,^' (in the beautiful words of the pro- 
phet,) ^^ apd the solitaiy place have been glad,'^ 
^nd in maqy n ^^ wilderness^' of life— rin many a 
^f solitary plfice'' of wo, where the eye of man 
ponies Qot, the light of Heaven has been revealed, 
ai^d many s^^ftower of Faith and Hope have blown, 
unknoiwn tq all but the ^^ Sun of Righteousness'^ 
whicli eherished theni. 
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How well^ my brethren^ would it be for ns all^ 
if^ under those great and preseribed images^ we 
represented to ourselves the Gospel of our Lord ! 
•^-^if^ leaving for a while the narrow and selfish 
views of the closet^ we went forth into the scenes 
which remind us of the present Gtod^ and saw in 
every instance of his beneficeiHse^ an emblem of 
the ^^ glad tidings'' of his Son. Nature herself 
would then become the friend of pietj. The 
truths of natural^ and the truths of revealed reli* 
gion^ would be blended together in our hearts ; and 
every returning spring would bring us with it new 
motives of love to the God who made^ and to the 
Baviour who redeemed us. 

In what I have now sdd^ my brethren^ I have 
presented to you only the religious reflections 
which the season is fitted to excite. There are 
some other impressions of a moral kind^ which it 
is also calculated to give us^ and which it would 
be wise in us to associate with the present appear- 
ances of nature. 

The first of these is the love of innocence. It 
is the youth of the year we are witnessing. The 
trees are putting forth their tender green ; and the 
fields are covered with their young inhabitants. 
How well is this spectacle fitted to awaken every 
thoughtful mind to meditation ! It reminds us of 
our own infancy^ when the mind was pure> and 
the heart was happy. It reminds us of that origi- 
lial innoeenca in which man was created^ and for 
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the loss of whkfa no attaifimentB of mortaliify eaa 
make any compwsation. It remiiida n% dT that 
greater s^Bg " which awaits the righteous ; when 
<^ the pure in heart shall see Ood ; when the Lord 
^^ shall feed them like a shepherd^ and lead thei& 
^ to fountains of lining water^ and when God shaU 
^^ wipe all tears from their eyes.^^ 

The second impression which the seas<m of 
spring is fitted to make upon us^ is the love of na* 
tore and of humanity. The ordinary fi^nes of 
Hfe have a tendency to limit our benevolenee^ and 
to confine our interest in imtureto the few that sur- 
round us. The spring yearly returns^ as it were, 
to dissolve this insensibility^ and to expand our 
affections to a greater circle. We are then the 
witnesses of the benevolence of God,— the Father 
of Nature seems to come from the dark clouds 
that surround lus throne, to bestow life and happi- 
ness ov€r the universe of nature. ^^ Hope riseth 
^^ in the heart of man;'^ and every animated being 
pours forth its song of joy. Is it possible we can 
contemplate this scene, <vithout feeling our ewn 
benevolence exalted? without being reminded 
anew of the ties which rdate us to all the family 
of God ; and without blending with the love o£ 
Him ^^ who alone is ^od,^^ the love also of every 
thing that He hath made P 

The last impression which this season is fitted 
to make upon us, is that of the love of industry* 
It is the time when the great labour of nature is 
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eaf^ymg on; when the breath of the Almighty is 
operating upon the earth and upon the deep> ^^ a&4 
^ making all things work together for good/' How 
mmple^ but bow solemn is the call which this 
scene makes npon man ! We also^ my bretfaron^ 
&re parts of the system of God: to ns all^ some 
share is delegated in the administration of the uni- 
Yerse, — gome power of contributing to the happi- 
ness of the world which he hath made. How hap^ 
py for us would it be, if we suffered Nature to 
teach us those unrepreaehing lessons; if every 
spring, as it returned, awakened us to new zeal 
in the service of God, and kindled the noblest ar- 
dour of religion, that of being fellow-workers with 
him in the good of humanity ! 

I have thus presented to you, my breUu^n, 
some of the reflections which seem most naturally 
to arise at this season, and pointed out some of 
flie uses to which they may be applied. If they 
are not the direct exhortations of religion, they are 
not periiaps less important. To contemplate na- 
ture%ith the eye of piety, — ^to associate the image 
€i God with every thing that is great or beautiful 
in his works,9--to see every different scene around 
us, as only varying testimonies of his love,^ — and 
to feel those analogies which unite the system of 
Nature with, that of Revelation, — are acquisitions 
which every wise man would wish to make, and 
which no man can make^ without becoming happi- 
er and better. 
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May this, my brethren^ be the case with tts all! 
May the mighty scene which we are now permit'^ 
ted to see^ exalt our minds to legitimate concept 
tions of ^^ that God who inhabiteth eternity^ and 
^^yethumbleth himself to behold the things that 
^^ are upon earth/' And^ while Heaven is pouring 
forth its bounty^ and Nature rejoicing around us^ 
may we lift our hands in humble adoration to the 
Parent of Existence^ and feel^ with the grateful 
transport of Job ! ^^ I have heard of Thee by the 
f^ hearing of the ear^ but now mine eye seeth 
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ON THE YOUTH OP SOLOMON. 

1 Kings in. 7, &e. 

** Afid Solomon said : And now O Lord my God ! Thou hast made 

thy servant king instead of David m^ father ; and I am but a little 

child : I know not how to go out and to come in. 
**Give, therefore, thj servant an understanding heart to judge thj 

people, that I may discera between good and bad, for who is able 

to judge this so great a people ? 
** And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked thii 

thing." 

These words are part of that celebrated prayer 
in which Solomon is represented as addressing 
himself to God on his accession to the throne of 
Israel. The form of the book in which it is rela- 
ted, permits it only to be considered as a fact in 
the history of his reign^ and necessarily leaves the 
sentiments and disposition which led to this beau- 
tiful address, to the imagination of the reader to 
supply. But in the apocryphal book of his wis- 
dom, it is related at much greater length ; and 
represents the feelings and character of the author^ 
with a simplicity which is singularly affecting, and 
with an eloquence which cannot be too much ad- 
6 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



42 ON THE YOUTH 

mired. It opens with a very beaatiful dederiptioa 
of the character and effects of wisdom, and of the 
early admiration which it had excited in his mind. 

*^ Now, when I considered these things,'^ says 
he, ^^by myself, and pondered it in mine heart, how 
^^ that to be joined to wisdom is immortality, and 
^^ great pleasure in her friendship, and glory by 
^^ communing with her, I went about seeking how 
^^ I might take her unto me. Nevertheless, when I 
" perceived that I could not enjoy her, except God 
*^ gave her me, I went unto the Lord and besought 
^^ Him, and with my whole heart I said, 

*^ ! God of my Fathers, and Lord of Mercy, 
^^ who hath made all things by thy word, and or- 
^^ dained man through thy wisdom, that he should 
^^ have dominion over the creatures which Thou 
^^ hast made, and govern the world according to 
^^ equity, and execute judgment with an upright 
^^ heart, give me that wisdom which sitteth by thy 
^^ throne, and put me not out from among thy chil- 
^' dren; and send her out of thy holy Heavens, and 
^' from the throne of thy Majesty, that she may 
^' dwell with me, and that I may know what is plea- 
^^ sing unto Thee. So shall my works be accepta- 
^' ble, — so shall I govern thy people righteously^ 
^^ and be meet for my fatber^s throne.^^ 

There is not, perhaps, in the history of mankind, 
a more beautiful picture than that which is here 
represented : — A young man in the bloom of life, 
when every thing was gay and alluring around 
him, — ^inthe moment of ascending to a throoLe^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OF SOLOMON* 48 

"Wlieii pleasure and ambition were before him, and 
eastern servility, with its wonted adulation, told 
him, that all things were in his hand, — ^betaking 
himself thus humbly to his God, and imploring of 
Him that wisdom which might enable him to re- 
sist the temptations with which his situation sur- 
rounded him, and to fulfil the duties to which he 
was called. Had it been in the latter periods of 
his reign, when satiated with pleasure, and dis- 
appointed in ambition, — when fatigued with the 
cares and pageantry of a throne, he looked abroad 
for better comforts, — had it been at such a time 
that Solomon had* directed his soul to Heaven, 
much of the merit of his piety would have been 
lost. It would have then appeared only as the 
last refuge of a discontented mind, which interest, 
not disposition, had led to devotion ; and which 
sought only for repose in piety, when it had been 
disappointed in every thing else. But at such a 
season, to be guided by such sentiments, — in such 
an hour to betake himself to God, — bespeaks a 
mind so humble and yet so pure ; a disposition so 
ardently and yet so rightly inclined ; and a soul 
80 well fitted for every kind of excellence, that 
no language of praise seems too great for its 
desert. 

It is not, however, from the peculiar situation 
of Solomon, that the beauty of this memorable 
instance of devotion arises. The charm of it 
chiefly consists in its suitableness to the season of 
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youth ; in its correspondence to the character and 
disp(isitions which distinguish that important age ; 
and which no length of acquaintance with the 
world prevents us from wishing to find in the 
young. In all situations^ indeed^ of human life^ 
piety is the duty and the interest of mankind : 
but in youth^ it has something singularly graceful 
and becoming ; something which ever disposes us 
to think well of the mind in which it is found ; 
and whieh^ better than all the other attainments 
of life^ appears to promise honour and happiness 
in future days. 

It is suited^ in the first place, we think^ to the 
opening of human life^ — to that interesting season^ 
when nature in all its beauty first opens on the 
view^ and when the wisdom and goodness of the 
Almighty fall on the hearty unmingled and unim- 
paired. It is suited^ in the next place^ to the 
nature of youthful imagination ; to that love of 
excellence and perfection which nothing mortal 
ever can realize^ and which can find only in the 
truths of religion, the objects of which it is in 
search. It is suited still more, perhaps, to the 
tenderness of young affections ; to that sensibility 
which every instance of goodness can move ; and 
to that warm and generous temper which meets 
every where with the objects of its gratitude or 
love. But, most of all, it is suited, in our opinion, 
to the innocence of the youthful mind, to that 
sacred and sinless purity which can lift its unpol- 
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Itoted hands to Heaven; which guilt hath not yet 
torn from confidence and hope in God; and which 
can look beyond the world to that society of kin- 
dred spirits^ ^^ of whom is the kingdom of Hea- 
ven/' The progress of life, we know, may bring 
other acquisitions ; it may strengthen religion by 
experience, and add knowledge to faith : But the 
piety which springs only from the heart, — the 
devotion which nature, and not reasoning inspires, 
-i— the pure homage which flows unbidden from 
the tongue, and which asks no other motive for 
its payment than the pleasures which it bestows, — 
these are the possessions of youth, and of youth 
alone. 

The feelings of piety, however, are not only 
natural and becoming in youth ; they are still more 
valuable, as tending to the formation of future 
character ; as affording the best and noblest school 
in which the mind may be trained to whatever is 
great or good in human nature. I shall, at present, 
endeavour to illustrate some of the important con- 
sequences which, in this respect, follow from 
youthful piety. 

That the convictions of religion form the great 
foundation of moral conduct, — that piety, in itself, 
is fitted to exalt the human mind to its greatest 
degree of virtuous perfection, — are truths which 
every one acknowledges, and which the experience 
of mankind sufficiently proves. — But the misfortune 
is, that, in general, religion u acquired too late in 
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life, to produce all the effects on the mind which it 
is fitted to have, and when, instead of forming 
the character, it is itself formed by it. The habits 
of worldly pursuit have, ere this period occurs, 
contracted the mind to narrow views, and sordid 
occupations* The ambition, which once grasped 
at excellence, and which thought no honours were 
impossible to be obtained in the conflict of human 
life, has, ere this, expired under the daily pressure 
of trivial cares, and the daily demand of unimpor- 
tant exertions. The testimony of conscience has, 
long before now, armed the Deity with terrour, and 
extinguished all the fascinating views whichimmor- 
tality affords, in the gloom with which it now is 
covered. At such a period of life, religion is em- 
braced, rather because it is necessary, than because 
it is' pleasing. It is an occasional, rather than 
a permanent affection, — ^wbich comes rather to 
console the hours of distress, when every other 
comfort leaves us, than to infiuence the general 
thoughts, and animate the general conduct. To 
most men, accordingly, the best effects of religion 
are altogether unknown. It mingles not in their 
daily pursuits, nor softens their usual duty. It is 
banished from their thoughts in the days of hap- 
piness and tranquillity, and is sought after only 
when misfortunes press, or diseases alarm. It 
possesses, therefore, only a negative effect on 
their conduct or character. It intimidates them^ 
perhaps, from great violations of duty, — but it 
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stimulates them to no positive virtue. It terrifies 
them by the prospect of punishments,— but it ex- 
eites them to no ambition of doing well. It is a 
slavish and a.timid service, and not ^^ the glorious 
« liberty of the sons of God.'^ 

The piety which is formed in youth has a dif- 
ferent character, and leads to very difi*erent effects. 
It springs in the first and purest state of the human 
mind, when the soul comes fresh from the hands 
of its Creator, and when no habits of life have 
contracted the reach of its powers. It comes in 
that happy season, when life is new, and hope un- 
broken ; when nature seems every where to rejoice 
around, and when the love of God rises Unbidden 
in the soul. It comes not, then, to terrify or to 
ahirm, but to )ifford every high and pleasing pro- 
spect in which the heart can indulge, — to with- 
draw the veil which covers the splendours of the 
eternal mind, — ^to open that futurity which awak* 
ens alLtheir desires to behold, and, in the sublime 
occupations of which they feel already, as by some 
secret inspiration, the home and destiny of their 
souls. At such a period, religion is not a service 
of necessity, but of joy. It is not an occasional, 
but a permanent subject of meditation, — a subject 
which can fill their solitary hours with rapture ; 
which involuntarily occurs to them in every sea- 
son, when their hearts are disposed to feel ; and 
to which they willingly return from all the disap- 
pointments or follies of life; and resume again 
their unblemished joys. 
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If there be a moment in human life^ in which 
the foundation of virtuous character can be laid, it 
is at this period. If there be a discipline which 
ean call forth every nobler faculty of the soul^ it 
is such early exercises of piety. They establish 
a tone and character of thought^ which is allied 
to every virtuous purpose. They present those 
views of man^ and of the ends of his beings which 
awaken the best powers of the soul. They afford 
tho.se prospects of the Providence of God, which 
ean best give support and confidence to virtue. 

1. The first advantage of youthful piety is/that 
it tends to establish that tone and character of 
thought which is allied to every virtuous purpose. 
There is no man perhaps, who, in some fortunate 
moments of thought, has not felt his mind raised 
above its usual state, by religious considerations. 
There are hours in every man's life, when religioft 
seems to approach him in all her radiance ; when 
its truths break upon his mind with a fwce which 
cannot be resisted ; and when, in the eontempla* 
tion of them, he feels his bosom swell with emo- 
tions of unusual delight. In sudi moments, every 
man feels the dignify and the purity of his mind 
increased; the illusions and the temptations of 
the world appear beneath his regard ; his heart 
opens to nobler and purer affections, and bis 
bosom regains for a while its native innocence. 
In the greater part of mankind, however, these 
moments are transient j life calls them back again 
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to tiieir ii«aal eoneeras~-ilie habits of usual 
ti^ght fetiirii^-*^and they relapse again into all 
the folly and weakness of wdinary conduct. It 
is the tsndeiicy of early piety^ on the contrary^ to 
ix this character of thought, and of emotion^ — to 
render that temper of mind permanent, wh^ ui 
nost men is only temporary and transient. By 
the great objects to which it diteets the minds of 
the yomig ; by its precedence to every other sys- 
tern of opinions which might oppose ks iniuenee ; 
by its power to arrest and retain tibeir attention^ it 
tends gradually to^ establirii in the soul a corres* 
poirfrat dignity in erefy other exercise. Wlifle 
yet ike werid is unknown, and the calm mondng 
ef iifb is imdistorbed by pasmms, H awakens de« 
rires of a nobler kind than the usnid pursuits of 
life caa gratify, and forms in secret those habits 
itf elei^ated thought, which are, of all ciAms, the 
OMMit valaable acquisitions c^ yonthful years ; and 
wMeb, wiiether in the pnrm^ of ac<»m or of 
i^peeuhttion, fit it for fiature attainmefite in Imtii 
and mtue, beyond the reach of ordinary men. 

a. It is a «oeand advantage of early piety, ^^ 
it presents thme views of man, and ei &e ends e£ 
his being, wbidh cidl forA the best powers of oar 
witore. We naturally accommodate oar acquisi- 
iioim to die opinions we entertain of the sec^e in 
whidb they are to be en^loyed, ai^ to the expee- 
taiioM ttmt «re form^ with re^d to us* 
7 
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It is hence that tiie diffiifeirt is^uaiioM of bumait 
life prodaoe »o great diversities of eharaeter and 
of improvement. The poor i»an^ whoae life is to 
pass in obfienrity, and on ^hose humble fortnsM 
lAm regaird and ohservation of the world is nevet 
to fall; is seldom solioiUnis to distinguish himself 
by any oiher ae^ uisitions than those which . are 
suited to the humility of his station, and which 
the exigencies of his situation demand of him* 
The great and the opulent, on the contraryr^ who 
arebom to be the objects ci observation and. at^ 
tention, feel themselves called upon to suit tlieir 
ambition .to the opimons of mankiiul ; and, if they, 
have the common spirit of men, ufinaUy endeavour 
to accommodate tlMuselv^ to these eis^etations^ 

It is in thi« manner that the piety of early life 
has an iniuence in fornHng the fotore character^ 
I^ represents man in colours which afford the most 
difpn&fii asp&ct of ^his tintare. It.represents him 
as ^^ fM!3ned in the ima^e of . God,'^ as but a little 
lower /^ than the angels,?^ and as crowned .wiUi 
glory and honour. It r^rescyute life, net as the 
shwt aiul fleetii^ gfiace of. temporary being, but 
as the preparation only for immortal existence $ 
as a theatre, on which he is called to act in: the 
sightof his Savbur and his God, and of which 
tiieirewanis exoeod even the power of his imagi- 
BntioD. to conceive. It rcfresente all tUs, too,.in 
the season-wiKn no lower passions have taken tiie 
dmnittion of his heari^ and whm his powers are 
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all raseeptible of being moolded by tbe ends 
which are pkced before Mm. In rach views of 
Bian^ all the best qnalilies of his nature arise in* 
volnntarily in the^ sonl ; — the OBenevol^iee whieh 
burns to diffiase happiness^ and to be a fellow 
worker with God in the designs of hds providenee 
—the Fortitude^ whieh no obslteles ean retard^ 
and no dangers ean appal in the road of immor- 
tality— 'the Constancy^ which, reposing in the 
promises of Heaven, presses forward in <to path 
of strennous and persevering virtue. Such views 
also have the tendency to forttfy the mind agaiort 
alb those narrow and unjust eoneep&His of life, 
whieh are the source of the griMiteat part of , the 
Mlies and weakness of maidkind. Tkmj levri 
all those vain distii^ons among' men, which, in 
one cla»s of society, are fHroducttveof i^ressioB 
and of prMe, and in the other ci basen^s and 
servility. They silence that feeble and cMtplain* 
ing spirit which is so often nikitak«i.f<Mr smuibilit^f 
and superionr feeling, and wfaieii, ftrntk whatever 
cause it springs, gradmily poisons tlie sraree of lui- 
man happiness, and undermiites tbe foundation of 
every real virtue. They dispel tiiose dnik; and un- 
generous views of man, and of hi& capacity for hap* 
piness and virtue, which are in gei^ral only the 
excuses for our own indolenee or selfishness, and 
which, wherever they have prevailed, have so oOstt 
withheld the arm that was made to bless, and si- 
lenced the voice that was destined to enlighten 
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them. <^ Wh&tsMTer things are jost^ whataoever 
^^ thin^ are |iHe^ whatnever tUof^ are lively and 
^^ of good feport^^^-**tlM8e are the objeota at whioh 
the spirit of early piety forma thii mind to aiai^-^ 
wherever^ hy the pradneAion of happiness^ Yirteo 
it to be acquired^ or^ by the p^ormanee of doty^ 
Praise is to be won* 

8« It is the last advantage of early piety^ ttat ti 
affords those views of the providence of God^ 
whieh can best give aiippwt and confidence to 
conduct. There is a nataral belief in «iankind o€ 
the connexion between prosperity and virtue ; and 
there is an institutive hope^ that the laws of tho 
divine administration have prepared hap[nneS8 tut 
^ke righteous, if it is from life^ however^ that wA 
jndge^ a variety of appearanees oaenr at init im 
perplex our undemlaiidkigs^ Hete^ as of old^ 
^^ the race is not to the swifi^ nor the hat^ to tho 
^^ sfarong^ neither ytt bread to tb^ wise^ nor riehes to 
^ men of underetanding^ nw favour to men of akiU, 
^^ but time and chance happen unto them all/^-^No 
permanent law seems to regulate the couree of hu^ 
man affairs^ and no just hand appears to diatribute 
the balance of good and evil. A biokien and im^ 
pwfect system only appears^ in which all ihing« 
happen alike to all^ and fwtune disposes at plea- 
sure of the blessmgs and miseries of humanity. 
To such vulgar views of Nature «id Providence^ 
the coihnierce of life^ and the habits of attenfion to 
temporal pureuits, too naturally lead : aoid henea 
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tkeniselre% to whom nygiMi oi^ht to haTet&oglit 
tetter HAags, eompfatimng wider the nae^pud dk* 
tettiiitiim^ snd TimanMmg m their hearts those 
seeret mnmnrs s^nst Providence^ wfaieh unnerve 
every virtuons purpose of the sonl^ and eover reU* 
gion itself in gloom and melnneholy. It is ttie 
piety of yonthfol dnys whieh ean iJTord the best 
preservfttive against these dark and nnjnstconeep^ 
tioDs. Before the experienee of life has made any 
impression on their minds, — hefwe they descend 
into the ^< wiklerness^^ through which they are to 
travel, it dbows them from aiir the ^^ promised 

^^ land/^ It carries their view to tiie whole course 

• 

of thdsr heing, and, while no narrow elgeets have 
yet ateerbed th^ deshree, shews them its termi* 
nation in amoilier scene, in which the bal«ice of 
good and wi\ will be adjnitod by the meiemng 
band of Ood, Under such views of nature, the 
system of Divine Piovidenee appears in all its 
majesty and hoaii^% Begsnaiing hem, in the feeble 
and impctftct state of man, it spreads itself out 
into fcmns ei aoeending being, in which the heart 
ei^ndsy while it contemplates Aiem ; and closes 
at last in scenes which are obscured only from the 
exceiss of their spleni^iur. With mich eoneeptiens 
of tlieir nature, life meets the young in its real 
ceiours j^^not as the idle* abode oS effeminate 
pleasure, but as the school in which their souk 
tte formed to ^reat attaitmienta ^^^not as the soft 
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shade in which e^eiry manly and honourable quali- 
fy is to dissolve^ bnt as the field in which gloiy^ 
and honour^ and immortality are to be won. 
Whatever may be the aspeet Which it may assume^ 
«^whatever the scenes in which they are called 
to act, or to sniiBr^'^the promises of G^d still 
brighten in their view ; and their sonls, driving 
strength from trial, and confidence from experi- 
ence, settle at last in that humble but holy spirit 
of resignation, which, when rightly undentood, 
comprehends the sum of religion ; which, reposing 
itself in undoubting faith in the wisdom of 6od, 
accepts, not only with content, but with cheerful- 
ness, of every digfiensation of his Providence ; 
which seeks no other end than to fulfil its part in 
His government; and which, knowing its own 
weakness and Us perfection, yields up all its de- 
sires into His hand, and asks only to know His 
laws, and to do his will. 

Such are the natural effects of youthful piety 
upon the formation of human character ; yet there 
is one advantage of it to be mentioned still greater 
than all ; I mean, the hope which it affords of the 
. favour of Ood^ and of the assistance of his Holy 
Spirit. 

*^ Now the prayer of Solomon pleased the Lord 
^^tfaat he had asked this thing. And Grod said 
^^ unto him. Because thou hast asked this thing, 
^and hast not asked for thyself long life, neither 
^ hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked the 
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^^ life of tbiiie enemies^ but hart Mked for thyself 
<^ understandifig to discern jadgmeat : Behold^ I 
<^have done aeeording onto thy w6rds«~-LoI 
<^ haye given thee a wise and nnderstanding heart : 
<^ so that there was none like thee before thee^ 
<^ neither after thee shall any ame like nnto thee. — 
*^^And I have also given t)iee that whieh thoa 
^^ hast not asked^ both riehes and hononr^ so that 
<< there skill not be any among the kings like nnto 
^^ thee all thy days.'' In every part of scripture^ 
in the same manner^ it is remarkable with what 
singular tenderness the season of yoath is always 
mentioned y and wbaA hopes are afforded to the 
devotion of the young. It was at that age that 
God appeared unto Moses when he fed his floek 
in the desert^ and called . him to the command of 
his own people. — It was at that age he visited the 
infant Samuel^ while he ministered in the temple 
of the Lord, ^^ in days when the wwd of the Lord 
^^was precious, and when there was no open 
^^ vision.'' — It was at that age that his spirit fell 
npon David^ while he was yet the youngest of his 
father's sons, and when among the mountains id 
Bethlehem he fed his father's sheep. — ^It was at 
that age, also, ^^ that they brought young children 
^^ unto Christ that he should touch them : And his 
^^ disciples rebuked those that brought them : But 
^^when Jesus saw it^ he was much displeased^ 
^^ and said to them, Suffer the little children to 
^< come unto me, and forbid Hiem not^ for of such 
^< is the kingdom of Heaven.'^ 
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If tliwe, thm^ we the effdets mi piomtses ctf 
yofiitMbl pietjr, rejdiee^ O young man ! in thy youth, 
— rc^ice in those d^ys whieh ave never to return, 
i^hen reiigkm eomes to thee in all its ehaf ms, and 
when the God of Nature reveals himself to thy 
8oul> like the mild radimiee of the ss^^Qiing sun, 
when he rises amid the blessings of a grateful* 
world. If already devotion hath taught thee her 
flecret pleasures; — if, when Nature meets thee 
in all its magniffcenee or beauty, thy heart hum- 
liledi itself in adoration before the hand which 
made it, and rejoiceth in the contemplation of the 
wisdom by whieh it is niidntained; — ^if, when 
revelation rniveUs her mercies, and the Son of 
God comes forth to give peace and hope to fallen 
man, thine eye follows with astonishment the 
glories of his path, and pours at last over his 
eross ttiose pious tears which it is a delight to 
#hed; — if thy soul accompanieth him in his tri^ 
ninph over the grave, and entereth on the wings 
of faith into that Heaven ^^ where he sat down at 
^^ the right hand of the Majesty on High,'^ and 
seetb the ^^ society of angels and of the spirits of jurt 
^^ men made perfect,'^ and listeneth to the ^ ever 
^^ lasting song which is sung before the throne :^^-^ 
If such are the meditations in which thy youthful 
hours are passed, renounce not, for all that Mfe can 
offer thee in exchange, these solitary joys. Th^ 
world which is before thee, — ^the world which 
thine imagination paints in such brightness, — ^hai;; 
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no pleMuei to bestow which c«& eompne with 
th««e. And all that its boasted wiadoaoi can pro* 
d«ee^ has aothiiig.so aceeptableift the sighted 
Heave% as this poDe offisringof thy in&st soiiL 

Iq these days f ^ the Lord hiaiself la thy shep- 
^^hecd^ and thou dost not want. Amid the greea 
^< pasturesy.and by. the still waters'^ of yoath, he 
now makes ^' thy soal to tepose.^' Bat the yeaia 
draw mgh^ when life shall call thee to its trials } 
the evil days are on the wing^ when ^^ thou shalt 
^^ say tibiou hast no pleasure in them;^' and, as thy 
steps advance^ ^^ the valley of the shadow of deaUi 
^^ opens,'' through which thou must pass at last 
Jt is then thou, shalt know what it is to ^^ remem- 
f^ ber thy Creator in the days of thy youth.'' Jjk 
.these days of trial or4>f awe, ^^his spirit shall be 
y^with you," and thou shalt fear. ik> ill; and, 
amid every evil which, sumiunds you,^^;he shall 
^' restore thy soul*— His gpodness and mejrey 
1^ shall follow thee all the days of thy life;" and 
when at last ^^ the silver cord is loosed, thy spirit 
^^ shall return to the God who gave it, and. thou 
f ^ shalt dwell in the house of the Lord for everr " 
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^* Tl|4ire are lOjWj devices inm^m's hesirt ; nevertheless the coimse{ 
of the Lord, that shall stand.*' 

Tm <^a^iititie»ef tbe Mekl wcMrld: liftte Rssen- 
Med iii» ki the Rouse of Qod^ to bumble oarsel¥ei» 
t>ef#pe ld» efternal (hrmte; to ealt cmr part way« to 
yeii^iilVniiiee ; an^ to im^re his preieetioa m 
Af^ ye«r tbiit in to eeme^ upm onrcoiiiieaflhatid 
<MKt' anus. Slnee Hbt people of tbia coitntrf last 
ItiM up#if a sitnibir oeeas^n^ the hopes irf^paferiofc- 
fcin, aofl Ae wfahe^ of bttittami7> hare alike beeaa 
¥h^. fht giftiit power wh£^ has arisen m i^ 
nticRait of the ebilteed worid to meek tilie ealeula- 
tions of -hmnan wisdom, has^ within that short pe* 
riod^ matared its strength^ and expanded its do- 
minion* Wherever his arms have tnmefd^ emphrw 
have shrank before them ; and many thonsaads of 

* Plreached after the peace of Luneville had terminated the war oo the Con- 
tineot, and when the French amues wer^ aisembling piofeasedly for the mvasicni 
efEnifland. 
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lite himiaa f ace^ who^ m the y6«r«lui4i» pM% met 
tiufi day ia youth and joy^ have einee |wii»d theif 
Uood to cement the fabriek of bia deipotiek throne^ 

In the openiiig of a oew season^ when all tha 
ealamities of war are to be renewed, — when the 
avenging angel panaes only lor a tkaei that ho may 
eoUeet new foreoi and mqmtnA \igiBm9-^--wA 
when the hearts of men wait in a dead calm ^^ for 
Ihose ^^ things that are eonttngnpon the earth^'^ 
tbire n an uiartiMt^ supetioM to wiadomi whicii^ 
leads ns to fellow the mukHode mto the House of 
God, and to seek that support from the Hand of 
Heaven^ whieh we have so loi^ fEiiled to find from 
ttatafman. 

it is in smeial 4 very narrow, attd a very. |9el4#^ 
view o£ the Sivine government of the W(irld w)iM;fh 
we take, when we Gonaider it only as the inhpbjU 
tuts of any particBlar conntiy« In sufih an fuf^ti 
tre alanat iavohwtanly eonaidar it as rehtiiv 
mdy to ounelves* The rest of miankind, with aU 
iheir rights and all thefar mtwests, lute thrown into 
dttde ; and we eonsider our own nation ^ui4 our 
own interests^ as the sole eenire firom^ whiob ail 
aor daties and all our wmhes a«e to ajris^* We 
MDsidery still mote, peAapsi the existenea of ow 
cowitry as linttlvd by onr owa; and, foiq^it^tha 
Age ami stabilttir of nations, we exiiU ia momen- 
tary vietory, or tremble at momentory defeat^ with 
flie same feeble leviiy with which we usoally re^ 
gard the transient seeiies of private lifOi, 
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It w to Miteet tMs fidal mmkMS9^ rad to cffBit# 
ft itfmw a2id a mure ekvated tone of muid^ tiiit 
days Kke tiiese are winely appoiirted. Wfam^ npan 
oecasitos like the presMt^ we eater tlds imoM, 
it is supposed that tre Ieaf« ^the world behind us ; 
•^thatwe raise ounelTes from eoimnon to tell- 
^oHs eontemplatioti ;---^illat^' iirom - the darkness 
itiroiiiid ctsy we eome to eonralt the oracles of 6edi 
— ^and that we ^pai^ our maids'to oberf the wtt 
M Him who is the bogintung of exii^noe and the 
ei^d^ and who akme^ in ti^e oniterse of nature^ 
^ was^ and is^ and is to come*'^ 

If 8nch> my bretiiren^ be thei-U^ s^&nent 
with which you meettiiis day^ I know no^ ttmt^in 
&e whole compass <tf hniMm life^ there isa da^^ of 
greater subMsiiiy or eki^tion. Whfle the woiM 
is resonnding'Witli tlm noise of war and of ooffow^ 
it is inexpressibly aflbetiag to-be privileged to eo^ 
ter into the sanduary of God $*~to fed ihat^ anid 
all this cfisordiar^ thsm is yet a-^^eoansel whieh 
^< shall stimd/' and thst^ from the giiilt of raan^ thcM 
is an appeal which the human heart is anthoi^aed 
to make to the jnaiice of God. hi sadi mediiib* 
Mons^ we are rai^ from the cimfiiiions of J&wctb^ 
to the order of Heaven ;-^we|lose ttie r^nembi!MKSB 
of our own days mA oar. own iBe^ndiees |*^wb 
torn onr^es back to tlhe ages that »e past, and 
ttielimeg'that have been long befMe us $«^and^ 
white we seat oarselves^ in ima^natim^ am<8]^ 
the ruins of fonner natbiisi and iadnlge a melan^ 
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dtofy]ilQftMte in cMMtemplil^ tiieir hisiny aad 
tMr dee^r^ we see the &iger ef rdi^en |Hwiiig 
ti^tiie'Mlemii iiwcriptieiiwhieh kwiitteiiieB all 
ttnir ionibs : ^ There ate wuqr de^oea ia man^a 
^'heart; but iJM) cMnart dfihe L«d^ iliat aliaU 
^alaiid.'^ B M to Ous elevated poiat of dbserva- 
4ioii tlMt I woald wMi^ in tile preaen^ hour^ to 
Tilise year nedilatiOBa ;— to kad *yaa baek to tlia 
ira^giek hiatory of-tim faninaii laoe;— 4o obaan^e 
tkeaee, what is the difhrenee betweea the f < da.^ 
•^^'viees of man/' and tte ^^ cooMela ef G»d ;" aad 
thus to awaken some ot the seiitiniMts which be^^ 
«one the ei^sBeDs of thia eooattiy^ m the situation 
4if da&gar in which it now ataada. 

1. I am to entreat yos lhe% in the first place^ to 
elisen^^ thai however deepljtheamialaof evevy 
preeeding a^ of the woirild have bean maarkad with 
fftaleioe/and stained with bloody ^hera^hsis yet ever 
lieea some unknown limit whiah the Aladghty bath 
imposed to tte ^^rage of war^ and to the madness 
«f Ae people.'^ Kad'tomma iHsdom alone gov^ 
«paed the woild^^haii no gseaiat' system bean 
^tablislied §n^ the ptograsa of maidthid than what 
thuman -fiirmd^ eouM- impose ;-~had no unseen 
band eontrolled tiie violence oCnotisoal pasaiona^ 
or directed -fliem to ends whioh fliey did not foaci. 
We;--^e raee of man most long ago have been 
extirpated from* the earthy ami the animosities of 
Jbarbarans nations closed only in nnitoal destrae- 
^on. &^^be»midst^ however, of -this dark retrod 
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specif wUfe we «eetibe itfMm #f wi^r rad 9f tton^ 
fiict deteradijig to us from tkf^ bepaa^^ Jnstoiy ^ 
we i»)e ai the salBe tiaie^ (m if % iMie enehiiiiift 
neat^) tibe nee of mmm »leiitly showing im wmkm 
Mid increasing in pawei^ and 9|Ke«iing iteell o^er 
all the surface of Urn luOiitaUe ewMi. NaMiNia 
nnk into obliviw^ ot are ov«w)utai^ by^ nighiier 
arms. The seats of raipires sj^e dMOfgi^f and the 
traveller scarcdy finds the plaee where thtw p#w^ 
w and their mag^emee were totewn* But JMUiTf 
in the meanwhile^ survivtis th& desolatioti^-^ia 
l^ncrations multiply <Hrer that sw&ee whidh isy<A 
wet with the blood of bis farefathere ;*--<-aii nwimi 
Providence watehes over tibe Infiuv^ of hh aoehll 
being; — and the sami^ Almii^^ Power, wJbick 
restrains the tide d the mm^^ betb.abw> ift ei»My 
age said to the tide of war^ ^^Hilhefto dialt thittt 
^^ go^ and no fairtber } and have sbaU tbf i^KMd 
*^ waves be staid.^^ 

2. The second ohseivation whieh ki fitted to 
impress us upon the review of the Iwtory of the 
worlds is^ that whatever may lt«rVe been the twp* 
lutions of ni^nst thigr have luiifwmly tendeA.te 
the progress «ad iis^rovement 9i Om hmm race. 

It is ncH; thos^ ihdeed^ in girneral^ that >ve eitbsr 
judge or are taoght to jud^ of them. We read 
the history of particidar nations ; but we aeldom 
extend our conoeptions to the n^ler history of 
Mak.-^Wc read with nature the biftory of those 
mighty empires^ whkbf in their . honp^ ba^'e jnb- 
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»^ or lMi?e enligMm^ the woiid^ md torwkieb^ 
p«riia|»s^ tlie prejiidieiKs of oar edoentioii have 
^WA m M mnatiiral respect We follow Omf 
yteg^Ms widi a kied ef tteHoMl exnltatioiiy and 
we weep at ket over th^ fiill^ as if, with them, 
idl Ae honottre^ hamattitj had perished. 

h is only when we eMer tiie ^^ coaadls of 
^Ood/^ ttttt we descry a nobler prospect. It is 
ten wi see, that, in ^^ the eye of Him that inhab* 
^4Mth eternity, all nations ate only as the dust in 
^tl» balanee;'^-^that^ in the ptogressive system 
«f ffis Piovideiice, they have all appeared in their 
<nse e sai ?e oider, for the iinprovement of the a^ 
that were to follow them; — that in thehr proi^ri* 
^, or thsir decay, they have alike given the les- 
tmm by which m«ikfaBd are to be made wiser and 
holkr;«^thftt Uiere is a final period to which all 
Ihsir erronts aire eondtieting them ; and that then 
Ike mighty prophecy of Rerelation will be foU 
IHed, when, nnder its on»een, hot nnceasing in« 
inence, ^one like the Son of Man shall reign : 
^^atid when a dsminion shall be created in righ* 
^«Bsnsness, tfmt shall not be destroyed.'' 

The hMiRians of nations, indeed, rise not to 
flrese speeaiiyyDM. Tb^ ^^^t themselves to the 
hisctxy of slfl|^ eomrtriei. In tiie interest which 
tttty kboarlo emate for thern^ th^, in some mea- 
tmte, diminiA onr interest for hnmanity in gene* 
ml) and, whitovnr be tbefir genins or their com- 
pielmnif enip ti^y ant nol cillsd npon fo register 
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the e?eiilis of the gnM f^^^iem c£ HMtxmr ^ to 
tmee^ . throng ewry tewpof«y obsta^de^ the 
steady march of the Human MiuA* It ii Reli* 
^n Qidy^^ — ^it is the page of Beyelfitioii^ wUdt caa 
aloae give to us^.amji4 «U the devices <tf men and 
of nations^ the mighty key ^ hojoiaii destiny $ — 
which .can raise us fnyn the, Borrow eooten^latton 
of individpal iiiterest% to the mfgestieljL siiidy of 
the pr^^^ss of the v^orld; — ^whji^h can shew ua^ 
that^ fromJlie beginning of time^ all events. have 
been contributing to the gradual illumination ,of 
the general race of man; — and whieh^ wUle It 
.carries . our eyes backward to . the sanguinaiy 
si:^enes of aiMJlquitjy^ can point out to os^ at .tiie 
.same tinie^ . that they wwe all ndnistering to final 
. good J — ^that fi^m their eonwrs has sprang our wis- 
dom; — from their poveity our.riehe^ ;-— from tiask 
iterance our knowled^ j^««id .tiuit eran: Hke 
prpgiess of Qimquest (hwrevfria&mons in ill 
m^itives^ or anhiillowed in its meana^) has yat^ 
under the Providence of the Stetnal Faiiwr^ been 
made subservient to the eKtenmm of knowledge^ 
the improvement of laws^ the.audliwation (^ man*, 
ners^ and^ above all^ to the final diftision of reli<* 
giotts light ov% every people of.nmnkkd. 

3. 1 leave^ however^ this magnifteent . rabjeet^ id 
observe^ in tiie last place/ .tiiat the hktory <tf 'ttie 
world proves to us^ that the government of God 
is the ^vermnentof Justice; i^itthelaws.of mo* 
raliiy apj^y to nations^ as well, as; to .laiUvidaAla ; 
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ai^ that Hie prosperify or fall of empires has ever 
been the eonsequ*ence of their national virtue or 
their national gailt. 

When we look back npon the history of anti- 
quity/ the prospeet is like that of the waves of the 
oeean ; and nations are seen arising for their mo- 
ment above the ordinary level, to fall back again 
into the mass from which they arose. If we search 
fbr the causes of their fall, we shall find them in 
tifeir views and their policy. All of them, in thehr 
day, have had their own devices, — some of them 
to enslave the people whom they governed, — some 
to extend their power by the atrocities of con-' 
qne8t,-«-other8 to monopolize the commerce of the 
wdrld^ and to become rich by the oppression of 
all around them. These mighty devices are now 
past* The sleep of many hundred years has bu- 
ried their pride and their guilt in oblivion ; — and 
when we tr§ce the principles npon which they 
acted^ we rejoice, even now, at their fall, and feel 
4^ JQitlce of that law, by Which '^ the counsel of 
^^ God alone^^ is destined to <^ stand.'' 
' We live in times, my brethren, when these 
troths are not ^^the hearing of the ear,'' but when 
^^ we see them with our eyes.'' We live in times, 
^^ when the judgments of tiie Lord are in the earth," 
-*-when nations are falling around us, and when 
scarcely a year passes without being marked by 
the dethronement of monarchs. Do we look for 
the causes of these awful events? We shall find 
them in their national sins ; in the corruption <tf 
9 
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their private manners ; in the injastiee or opprtos- 
sion af their internal goTernmentif ; or in the ambi« 
tion or avarice of their national, policy* The pe« 
riod of the ^^ devices of man^s heart^^ has ar- 
rived^ and the counsel of the Lord arises to stai^ 
The foot of guilt has long <a*od upon the earthy and 
legions of armed men are sprang op to avenge 
and to purify it« 

These alm^ with all their pride^ and all ihdr 
atroeily^ will pass. The storm which is now ra« 
ging over a suffering worlds will renovate^ tet noi 
destroy. The empires which perish^ will perish 
only to be renewed in nobler forms^ and under 
more auspicious rule. The power itself^ which 
tiie Almighty hath made the instrument of his jos* 
tice^ will last but for the time that is appointed ; 
and^ when the devices of ambition have passed^ 
like the stwms of winter^ over a suffering worlds 
^^ the counsel of the Lord will stand/' and awa* 
hen a: nobl^ spring. 

While these are the mighty truths in which the 
voice of history joins with that of religion^ there is 
yet a very common mistake which prevents us 
from applyii^ them to ourselves. We are all apt 
to conceive ourselves as of less consequence^ and 
less responsibility in the government of our coun- 
try thaa we really lure^ and to imagine that truths 
like these are of importance only to the statesman 
and the legislator, hut of little importanoe to the 
private citizen. 
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Ia every eouniary^ howe?er> evtti flie mMt de- 
i^otick^ macb ever depends upon the will af the 
people $ and no projects of goventmmt can hope 
for sneeess^ which do not &11 in with the wishes 
and the passions of the nation. Bnt, in tiiis coon- 
tiy^ my brethren^ in a country so long trained to 
freedom and independence ;~-in which the repre** 
sentation of the people forms a constituent part of 
the legislature itself; — in which the long posses- 
sion of liberty and industry hath disseminated 
wealth and influence among every class of men ; 
and in which the powers of Government depend 
in a great degree upon its credit with the publick ; 
— ^in this country, the voice of the people fonns 
the firmest support of its government ; their pas- 
sions determine the conduct of those who govern 
them ; and it is their wisdom or folly which, in a 
great measure^ marks the character of the national 
era. 

Of this people, we are a part— to this voice, 
whatever it may be, we contribute — and in the 
wisdom, or in the guilt of that war in which we 
are engaged, we also must have our individual 
share. It is ever vdse in us to look upon our 
duties in this solemn light ; in the light, not of 
expedience, but of conscience ; and, in the reli- 
pons pause which this day affords, I have laid 
this view of the subject upon you, that you may 
consider whether it is ^^ the devices of man^' you 
are pursuing, or the ^^ counsel of God,^^ 
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' If then, in flie first place^ the war we pursoe^ 
be one which is neither founded in jnstiee^ nor 
heeeraity ;^ if it be a war nndiBi^ken' to oTertam 
the independence^ or abridge the prosperity of 
any other people ; if it be to add to onr wealth by 
the spoils of the worlds or to seek onr glory by the 
tears of innocent^ or the blood of unoflhnding 
nations ; if these be our secret objects in the war, 
let us not think^ nor hope^ nor pray for sifceess. 
Victory may follow victory ; achievement may * 
succeed achievement ; the pulse of national van* 
ity may beat high ; but ^^ the counsel of the Al- 
^^ mighty'' is against our devices. The secret vice 
which silently pursues its end^ is undermining the 
fabrick of all our prosperity^ and the destroying 
augel^ who eomes from the throne of God to ^' jus* 
^^ tify his ways to man/' rejoices in the triumphs 
which his hand is so soon to wither ; and in that 
attitude of presumptuous elevation^ wUeh must so 
soon be humbled in the dust. 

But^ my brethren^ on the other hand^ if it be a 
war of a different description that our hearts telt 
us we are pursuing ; if it be a war^ necessary in 
its nature^ and just in its end ; if it be to maintain 
the rights^ the freedom, and the independence of 
our country ; if it be to protect that constitution^ 
which is the fountain of all our best enjoyments 
here, and that religion which is the source of all 
our hopes hereafter; if it be to continue to our 
children fiiat freedom to which they were, born^ 
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aad'ilMU; fdOi in whMi iJiejr'weM baptked; if 
Umae Jbe «iir soleofejeeti in the mur in wbieh we m^ 
ei^aged^ thea^ in iiie saiiie of the living Ged, lei 
OS fearaet Beftat may ibr a time^anooeed defeat $ 
miafoitttne may feUow mmfortone^ and the heaHs 
of Ae weak mA the timid migr tarn eeld ;*-*bnt 
tbeeonnaek of God aM witfi ua. Every known^ 
and eveiy nnknoim power of nature are leagned 
-in onr tikvom. Biwn nn^r eirenmstanees of deep- 
er alarm than we have yet experienced^ hope is 
never to he IqsU It ifif not easy to conquer an 
nnited pe<4>Ie ;«***-it is not ei«y to wrest from a 
free, land the liberty to which it was. bom ; — it is 
not easy to tear from a great nation the honours 
whieh they have worn in the si^t of mankind, for 
so. many hundred years^ and the glories^ which^ 
in ev^ry age, their fathers have transmitted to 
them* 

For a long season, my brethren, this country 
has enjoyed a prosperity unexampled in the his- 
tory of time* The annals of the world, howevei> 
ten us, from the history <tf many nations^ th^t 
sueh prosperity has often been the fcHorunner of 
their fall ; and, trusting'to such analogies, the ene- 
my endeavours to persuade the rest of mankind, 
that' such also m soon to be our fate.* , The time, 
therefote, is come, when we arC; to know wheti^er 
prospmty has also corrupted us, — ^whether wealth 
has brought witli it its .usual ayengers,'~and 
-whetiier the selfishness, of conynerce, aad the f?e- 
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bldness of luxury^ Im^Te alMmade oarliaiids wtidc^ 
ftnd our hearts o&ld. If it be 6<^*--if we are be. 
come careless or indiffi^rent of the iKmours of our 
country ^^^ if we can place interest ia ^positkni 
to duty ; — ^if we can thiftk of owe ows private 
proits^ when the existeoce of our country is i^ 
stake ; — ^if we cim coolly calculate the price which 
is to pay us for freedom^ for honour^ and for iade» 
pendence ; — let us not deceive ottrsel¥es.~*Whai- 
ever our fathers may have been^ we are no Icmger 
a nation^ — ^^ we are weighed in tiie balance^' itf 
God^ ^^ and are found wanting.^^ ^^ The kingdMi iM 
^^ taken from us^'^ and will be given to a n€ri>lM 
people. 

I hope, however, my brethren, for better iMngs. 
I hope that, amid all our wealth and all our lux* 
ury, the spirit of our country is yet undeeayed. 
I trust, that, conducting ourselves ^^ by the .eoan« 
<^ sels of God,'^ we may laugh to scmrn " the de^ 
^^ vices of man/' And I do trust so, from those 
animating scenes which every where meet our 
eyes. I trust in it, from that ardour with which 
the great and the opulent, in every part of oof 
counliry, have sprung from the lap of affluence into 
arms, when its liberty and its inctependenee are 
threatened, I trust in it, from that unexampled 
charity which has covered years of national snf* 
fering with glory, — ^wbich has grown vrith evc^ 
distress as it arose, and which seems to have no 
limit but that of the miseries it can relieve. I 
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trust in it> frma tbe profMioii with which tiie 
British heart pmirsd forth the treasures of its 
weidthy whenever the stuidard of liberty was un- 
furled^ or the blessings whidi itself enjoyed seemed 
te he opening upon other men. I trust in it, still 
more, from that silent but heroiefc magnammity 
with wUeh the great body of our people, eon* 
seious of thrar blessin^^ have, in late years, borne 
the visitatkms of God ; and which, while U tells 
us the affection with which they cling to their 
country^ idK>rds us the deepest and sublimest 
' earnest, that they will not bear the visitations of 
Man. 

The war, however, with all its hopes, and all 
its fears, wiU cease. When the ends of the Al- 
mighty are accomplished, nature will reassume 
her reign of peace; ^^the devices of Man will 
^^ &0,'' and ^^ the counsel of God alone will 
'^stand/^ Tetafew years, and all that trouble, 
and all that bless humanity) will rest in their 
graves. The great designs of the Almighty will 
proceed, and victor and vanquished will alike 
tf^ear before the Eternal Throne. 

In that awful and searching hour, it will be of 
little consequence to us, in what scenes of suffer- 
ing or enjoyment life has been passed. All that 
will be of consequence is,— ^whether its duties 
have been discharged, — whether we have acted 
0ie part of brave, and pious, and virtuous citizens, 
that of weak, and timid^ and selfish men i 
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' 1 pray God^ my brethren^ that^ with this migbty 
prospect before us^ and the counsel of the Al- 
mighty on oar side^ we may iCll so meet the dan- 
gers which advance upon us^ that^ in our last hour^ 
we may have the consolation of thinkings that we 
have done our duty to our children^ to our coun- 
try^ and to our God ; — ^that we may leave the land 
Which gave us birth free^ as in the hour when we 
were bom ; — and that the future historian of our 
country may say^ That in our hearts the ^^ spirit 
^^of God had arisen/' and that by imr arms ^^ his 
<^ enemies were scattered/' 
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SERMON V. 



ON SEASONS OF SCARCITY.* 



PsAIiM XC. 3. 

**Tliim twirast mmn to destractimi: Again Tiioa sayestt Come 
again, ye obildren of men." 

In this psalnk^ composed evidently in some sea- 
son of national affliction and despondence^ the 
Psalmist expresses the great truth of the dominion 
of the Almighty over nature^ and the continual 
dependence of man upon the God ^^ that made 
f^ him." It is not only as an individual^ but as 
the representative of his people^ that he here pros- 
trates himself before the throne of Heaven ; and^ 
feeling that He whom he addressed^ ^^ was God 
^^ from everlasting," he acknowledges, at the same 
time, that it was His power alone which ^^ turned 
^^ nations to destruction ;" and which again could 
say, — ^^come again, ye children of men." 

In this deep and awful sentiment, every one 
who hath lived to the age of understanding must 
agree with the Psalmist. Life, we all know^ is no 

• Preacbed after fhe severe seaMm of IMO. 

10 
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scene of security ; it is a broken and uncertain 
scene^ in which both individuals and nations are 
mutually subjected to the apparent rule of time 
and chance. Amid the opening promises of pros- 
perous times^ some unwelcome blast often comes 
to wither the hopes w$ had formed ; and^ even 
when prosperous times return^ we tremble to 
think^ that the adversities we have suffered may 
again be renewed. It is thus now^ therefore^ as 
in the days of the Psalmist^ that the Governour of 
Nature displays his power^ by^ at one seamn^ 
seemingly ^^ turning man to destruction ;^^ and at 
another^ sAying^ ^^come again^ ye children of 
^^men/^ 

It is probable^ my brethren^ that the seasons of 
adversity and of want which we have witnessed^ 
may have brought this reflection to all our minds^ 
and that the highest as well as the lowest of us 
must have felt his dependence upon him ^' who 
^' inhabiteth eternity.'^ With all this, however, 
it is possible for us to entertain very erroneous 
and very ungrateful views upon the subject — We 
may forget the beneficence of God amid our con- 
siderations of his power ; and, while we meet 
adversity with superstitious terrour, we may meet 
prosperity with an unbecoming joy. Suffer me, 
therefore, in the present discourse, to consider the 
purpose or end of this apparent uncertainty and 
instability in the government of nature ; and to 
shew you the impwtant effects it has upon the 
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mprovement and happiness of human nature. On 
so important a subject^ I can offer you only a few 
very imperfect reflections : — ^Yet, I trust, that to 
those wh6 pursue them, they will afford a happi- 
ness, and awaken a devotion of no common kind. 
1. I must observe, then, in the first place, that 
there is no other system than this of variableness 
and uncertainty, which could be fitted to the cha- 
racter of such a being as man. In the human 
mind, as we all know, there are capacities and vir- 
tues of very different kinds, and which respect very 
different situations of human condition.— There 
are powers of understanding which are adapted 
to prosperity, and others to adversity ; there are 
the virtues of patience, of resignation, of magna- 
nimity, in scenes of distress, — as well as those of 
gratitude, of generosity, or of beneficence, in 
scenes of enjoyment. The perfection, however, 
of human nature, and, what is far more, the voice 
of conscience within us, demands, that both of 
these should be brought into exercise; and the 
character of man ever remains mutilated and im- 
perfect, while it is the virtues or the capacities of 
one cfmdition alone which he possesses or dis- 
plays. To such a being, — ^to a state of existence 
intended to call all those various powers and vir- 
tues into action, JNio conceivable character of na- 
ture around him could be adapted, but that of 
variableness and uncertainty. Were it in a scene 
of perpetual prosperity he was placed, all the 
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nobler capacities of hia natare would be loat m 
iadolence and enjoyment.— Were it hi a scene of 
perpetual bardship^ on the contrary) wbalcTer is 
amiable or generous in his character^ wouM equal- 
ly be extinguished^ and unilbrm selfishness md 
ferocity would mark his imperfect mind. It is in 
these vicissitudes of plenty and want^ of p«)sper« 
ity and hardships that all the latent pvwers of 
humanity can alone be brought into exercise^-*^ 
that the understanding can employ all its ci^a^ 
ties^ and the heart display all its virtues ;-**mid 
that thtts^ according to the expression of the Apos^ 
tle^ ^^ the man^ or the creatnre ei God^ may be 
^^ completely furoished unto all good worlDi.^' 

S. If this very obvious cmisideration, my bte. 
tkren^ shews us the wisdom witii which tlie dm- 
stitution of nature is ada^d to tiuit of man ; there , 
is another^ equally obvious^ which shews us the be* 
nevolence which reigns^ even in the adaiaistvatiott 
ofthe seasons of hardship and suffisring. When we 
reflect how dependent the generations of men are 
upon the laws of nature ; when we cmisider^ too^ ou v 
ignwance wHh regard to the causes that inftnence 
^em^ either as to duration or extent^ we cannot bo* 
he astonished at the limits which they are made te^ 
preserve^ and at those unknown laws which gov- 
ern every element of life around^. The winds, 
fer aught that we see, might have been made to 
blew with a violence, wUeh no kbonrsi ef man 
could resist ; — ^the ocean might have heaved wifli- 
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wav«»^ whielv in tke honra of its favj, mig^t have 
everwheinmd all the dwettiiig» i€ m^m ;>— ^tke sea*^ 
0ODS •! niii^ or ef dimi^, in Ike seme in&mery 
might hftve be«ii <rf an iatensity cnr cfNitina- 
aaee which wmiM hare annihilated both seed^ 
time aad harvest^ and swept, in a short time^ the 
race of man from the face of creation. Powerful^ 
however, as these miaist^rs are^ in the hands of 
tito Almi^y^ they are jet gorened in ^bm 
power. There is some unknown limit which they 
are not suffered to pass ; and^ altbongh we dare 
not say thai all these were made only for the sake 
of many it is im|^)8sible not to see^ that^ in the 
structure el the umven»^ there is ye4r an aeeommo- 
datien to his weakness^ as well as to his powers^*^ 
that these visitations come to awe men^ not to de- 
9troy^---4hat they are nnder the government of 
Ifim^ ^^ who knoweth whereof we are made ; who 
^^ remembereth that we are but dast^' 

The eirewKstances which I have now mention^ 
ei^^^the smtableness ctf uncertainty in the govern- 
ment of nature to a being sack as man^ and^ at 
the siune time^ the limit which is imposed to its 
occasional severities,^— 4ire svffieient to convince 
tts, that we are not under the dominion of lime 
or Chance ; that the irregularities, as well as the 
regularity of liatnre, are equally in the des%n ei 
the same AU-wke and Beneicent Create, and 
that some great purpose is uniformly pursued 
amid the wants, as well as amid the prosperity of 
man. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



rs ON SEASONS OF SCAfiCITY. 

To lead your minda^ my brethren^ to tlu» great 
and important trutb^ suffer me to presrat to you 
some of the beoeflcettt purposes wfaieh visitation^ 
such as we hare lately experienced^ serve^ both 
with regptrd to nations and indiyiduals. 

They are^ in the first view^ the great causes^ 
in every country^ gI national improvm&ent ; ei 
improvement in that first and fundamental art^ 
the cultivation of the earthy upon which all others 
ultimately, depend. If seasons were uniformly 
prosperous^ — ^if the harvest every year returned 
whatever was necessary for man and for beast,*— - 
every motive to human industry, and even to hur 
man thought, would be taken away. — ^Nature I^r- 
self would do the whole; man would be left only 
to enjoy ; and, freed from the necessity of thought, 
would soon sink into animal indulgence, and all 
the powers of his mind stagnate in stationary cor- 
ruption. The visitations of scarcity serve greiUer. 
ends, and call nobler powers into action. By a 
wholesome but limited severity, they awaken all 
the force and ingenuity of las mind, to correct 
or to mitigate the severity of nature. Invention* 
is exercised in new methods of improvement ; cb- 
servation is extended to other soils, and more 
perfect systems of cultivation ; the laws of na- 
ture are more carefully studied, and the fruits 
of other countries are introduced to aid the pov- 
erty, or to increase the production of our own. 
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Smick are the acquisitions wMch are gained to 
natkmal knowledge and science^ by these tem- 
porary severities of the seasons. But there is 
one additional refection^ very deserving of our 
notice^ that they are not lost wkh the eause that 
prodnced them. The years of scarcity pass ; 
tat the knowledge which has been acquired^ the 
discoveries which have been made^ remain to 
eve^y fnti^re generation; they remain to swell 
the somof human science, — ^to multiply, in hap- 
p^r. years, the productions of nature and the 
number of the people, — to constitute, by these 
means, new sources of national wealth, — and to 
form new foundations of natimial splendour. 

I hasten, however, from this wide and- compre- 
hensive subject, and from other reflections which 
it suggests, to state to you the effects which such 
severities of nature are fitted to have upon the 
character of the Individual, and to shew you, that 
here, as every where, we may diseern the marks 
of that Paternal Hand, ^^ who ruleth in the Heav- 
^^ ens,'' and yet dwelleth ^^ among the children of 
^men.'' . 

1. The first effect of such visitations, is to awa- 
ken and exalt our sentiments of devotion. If the 
feelings of religion are necessaty, as God knows 
they are, to the happiness of human nature; — if 
they are necessary, as we all know, to the final 
happiness of his Being, — no other constitution, 
but that which we see, could be suited to this sub- 
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lime paipose. If life were alimye prosperous^— ^ 
if every season showered down its pleaty^ and the 
years of nen wero passed m secure eojoymeiit^*-* 
«very thing teaches as to think, that the groat 
truths of religm would soon pass from his mind^ 
— that fntnrity would be forgot ;---«nd that iUs 
uniformity of b^iefieeiiee would he referrod^ aot 
to the will of Supreme Desi^^ but to the unthosik^ 
ed direction of Fate or Destiny. If^ on the other 
hand, it were only to an uniformity of bairdsh^ 
that men were born, consequences not less fSatal 
would ensue. The benevolence of the Almighty 
would be unknown ; the dark character of imagi* 
nation would form only deities of vengeance and 
of power; and the miserable worshipper would 
have recourse to every base and sanguinarj^ rite by 
which he could appease the tyrants that seemed 
to oppress him. It is to provide against these 
mutual dangers ; to retain at once cmr sense of 
the ^eatness or of the goodness of the Almighty $ 
to keep alive in our hearts those hopes of religion^ 
which are the noblest prerogative of our being,^^ 
that this instability in nature takes place. It is to 
direct our eyes constantly to some groater being ;— * 
at one time, to shew us how feeble aro all the 
powers of man ; — at another, to open to us all the 
beneficence of Heaven ; and thus, amid those va* 
rying appearances, to lead our minds continually 
to Him ^^in whom there is no variableness nor 
shadow of turning^'' and to that future state^ 
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^ where there is final rest for the people of God.^^ 
6uoh are the views of religion ; and sach also^ as 
we may alt se^^ amid the severities as well at 
amid the bonnty of nature^ are the great ends 
which He that niade us is pursuing^ and by which 
he wishes to make perfect the immortal souL 

8. The next effefet, my brethren, which visita- 
tiofis of scarcity have, is upon the moral conduct 
bf men. History and experience tell us all, what 
have beenf the fatal consequences of contimred 
jn*osperity, both with respect to nations and indi- 
viduals ;-— our own experience also, and the least 
knowledge of the history of nations, may tell uS, 
on the other hand, what have been the important 
eflPects of temporary suffering. In the present 
hour, no former examples are necessary. We 
have all, I trust, wherever we have been^ seen 
many instances of the improvement of human 
Character, both of the poor and the rich, both of 
the low and the high, by the visitation we have 
lately suffered. 

1st. It has confirmed, if not created, many 

virtues among the poor. From the prosperity of 

fdrmer years, which then, alas ! had too often 

been wasted in intemperance and profiigacy, it 

has produced sobriety and recollection. The 

father has been brought back to his family,— 

the wife to her children. The domestick virtues, 

far more important to human happiness than all 

«^thers, have been cultivated and understood ; and 
11 
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many an nnfoiianate being, who waa advancing im 
the road of guilt and infamy, has returned to the 
sense of virtue^ and the consciousness of its re* 
wards. The value of industry and economy have 
been known, and by many that knowledge and 
those habits have been acquired, which may pro* 
vide for the prosperity of future days* But, above 
all, my brethren, by these means ^^ their hearts 
'^ have been turned unto righteousness ;^' and, I 
doubt not, that there are many^ who, when they 
come to the bed of death, will acknowledge, thai 
it is to these severities they have owed their con- 
version; and that, "had seasons of prosperity con- 
tinued, they would have died as well as ^^ livedo 
*^ without the sense of God in the world.'^ . 

Sdly. If such have been the consequences to the 
poor, I am glad to think, that such also have been 
the effects upon the opulent and the great How- 
ever much we may declaim against the weakness 
or sinfulness of human nature, it is pleasing to re* 
fleet, that, in the hours of distress, we have seen 
the actual proofs of Christian charity. In no age^ 
surely, that has elapsed in the Christian kalendar^ 
— in no country which boasts the name of Chris- 
tian, — ^have such exertions of charity been made, 
as in this island, during the preceding years.— 
While it is pleasing to remember tUs truly Chris* 
tian fact, it is pleasing also to remember the words 
of the wise man, ^^ that the merciful man doeth 
^^ good unto his own soul.'' I doubt not but them 
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are many "who can justify this ine observation. I 
doubt not, but there are many among the great 
and the opulent^ whom the past seasons have led 
to more than ordinary thought ; who have been 
raised by the wants around them, from the cheer- 
less pursuit of selfish pleasure, to the genial expe- 
rience of benevolence; and who, having once 
known the true happiness of their nature, will 
never again depart from it. I doubt not, still 
further, but that in that awful hour, when high as 
well as low must submit to the dominion of death, 
many will tell, ihat these seasons have been also 
tte seasons of their conversion; — ^that they gave 
fliem a juster notion of human nature, and human 
wants; and that the dark hours in which the 
benevolence of God seemed to be eclipsed, were 
those in which, while they felt themselves called to 
the relief of suffering nature, they were called also 
to the best enjoyments, and the best hopes of their 
nature. 

The observation which I particularly wish to 
leave upon your minds, from seasons such as the 
past, is their importance to morality. And no 
Tiew that we can take of the benevolence or wis- 
dom of God is more striking. In such seasons, 
the poor man acquires the habits of thought, of fru* 
gality, of temperance, with all the domestick vir- 
tues ever connected with these. The rich or great 
man, on the other hand, acquires the habits of 
attention/ of humanity, and of charity ;-— and the 
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vish^ not only to relieve di^tress^ bat^ far moWf 
to prevent it* The season of distress passes^ — • 
but these habits remain. They remain to bless 
the possessors, and to benefit humanity. But, what 
is far more, they remain^ in each rank, if they are 
preserved, to the age of immortality, and to cover 
equally the dignified and the undignified head, 
with the crown d eternal gloiy. — ^^To each tha 
hour will come, when these "light afflictians,'' 
which are indeed but " fur a moment,'' will meet 
their full reward ; and when, in looking back 
upon the varying scenes of their trial, they will 
bless those hours of suffering, when they learnt 
the knowledge of God, and the comforts of per- 
forming their duty. 

Such, my brethren, are the sentiments which seem, 
tome to befit the present season. The thought- 
lessness of vulgar men meets adversity with de- 
spondence, and prosperity with levity. It is the 
character of religion to teach us nobler sentiments : 
-—to teach us that all events, whether fortunate or 
unfortunate, are equally under the Government of 
the Almighty ; and that this varying and uncer- 
tain, scene of being is most wisely accommodated 
to the nature of that mind which is formed for im« 
mortality, and can only "be made perfect by 
^^suffering.'' 

Even in these hours, therefore, my brethren, 
when our minds are scarcely recovered from the 
memory of former hardships^ I cannot pi»y thui 
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auch seasons may never retnni^ — ^I pny^ on the 
contrary, that the will of God ^^may be done in 
^^ earth, as it is in Heaven ;''-— «that our fears and 
our hopes may be equally prostrated in holy sub- 
ndssion before the Throne of Omniscience; — and' 
that whatever be the seasons which his Providence 
may send, the Spirit that is from on H^h may 
lead us to know His laws, and dispose us to obey 
His wilL 
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SERMON VI. 



ON THE J^COURAGEMEPTT WHICH THB GOSPEL AF- 
FORDS TO ACTIVE DUTY- 



St. Mark viii. 9. 

«• And they that had eaten were about four thousand : and he sent 
them away.** 

These words are the conclusion of the account 
of the first miracle which our Saviour performed 
in feeding a multitude in the desert ; and^ simple 
as they seem^ they yet contain much valuable 
instruction. 

There is a curiosity natural to every christian 
mind, to retrace the events of the life of their 
Master ; — ^to go back, as it were, to the age in 
which he appeared ; — ^to see his humble origin, 
and his melancholy progress ; — and, amid those 
scenes of beneficence and of sorrow through which 
he passed, to listen to the accents of his voice^ 
and to the lessons of his wisdom. It is this natu- 
ral and becoming curiosity which the books of the 
Gospel so singularly indulge* In these artless 
narrations, the mind of the serious reader is satis* 
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fled in a manner that it is not very easy to express. 
We see almost now the scenes that have so long 
been passed ; — we are made the spectators of oar 
Saviour's birth^ and the companions of his jour- 
ney ; — ^we follow into every house where he con- 
versed with men, and to every solitude where he 
held communion with God; — ^and^ from these 
early narratives of his humble and unlearned dis- 
ciples^ we derive a more intimate conception^ both 
of his peculiar character^ and of the character of the 
religion which he taught^ than from all the labour- 
ed expositions of learned skilly or of ambitious 
eloquence. 

The words of the text seem to me to convey to 
us some instructions of this interesting kind. 
They represent^ in the first plaee^ one singular fea- 
ture in the character of our Lord, — his superiority 
to all the selfish passions of our nature. The 
world, (as ye know, my brethren,) has seen many 
false religions; and many prophets have come 
unto them ^^ in the nameof Heaven.^' Whatever 
may have been the usefulness to barbarous ages of 
liiese religious impositions, — ^whatever even may 
haye been the sublimity of some of the doctrines 
they contained, they are yet all marked by one 
decisive feature ; — their combination with some 
personal interest, or some selfish passion of the 
Man. They have been mingled, either with that 
love of glory which aims at the subjugation of the 
minds of mankind, and which perpetuates its mem« 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SS EirCOUIUGEMSNT TO A€TltB OUTT 

ory in the temples it ereeis to Heaven ; with thai 
love of power, which, under the mask of piety^ aims 
at supremacy and dominion $ or with that dark 
enthui^asm, which unsheathes the sword to propa« 
gate its own feverish and frantiek ima^nations* 
In the character of our Saviour, on the contrary, 
there is always something above the world : — ^a 
soperiority alike to all that is great and all that is 
weak in man ; — a forgetfulness of himself, which 
results rather from nature than from effort, and 
which assimilates him, in our opinion, to some 
higher and purer order of existence. No love of 
glory or of power ever betray themselves in his 
conduct J and, instead of awakening the enthusi- 
asm of men by revelations, sublime only frmn their 
obscurity, his object is ever to veil^ as it were, the 
majesfy of the truths he reveals : — ^to speak to the 
heart, rather than to the imagination of those who 
heard htm ; and to make them rather the children 
ei God, than the tempwal followers of himself. 
Of this distinguishing feature in our Savioui^s^ 
character, we have a remarkable proof in the 
words of the text The miracle which he had 
performed, ^^ that of fSeeding four thousand men in 
'^ the desert,'' you will observe, was of a nature 
very different from those which he usually perform- 
ed. It was one, whieh demonstrated his power 
over nature itself : whieh taught those who wit- 
^ nessed it, that, if his kingdom were of this worlds 
he possessed the power to maintain it; and whkb 
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might lead tbem to wish to assemble under a 
leader^ whose commands nature obeyed^ and 
whom^ therefore^ no mortal opposition could with* 
tond. It is accordingly in this singular moment^ 
when his diTine commission was most fully mani- 
fested, and when we may suppose all the Tulgar 
passions of hope and ambition were working in thd 
minds of th& multitude^ ^^that he sends them 
^^ away ;'' to shew them that his kingdom was a 
^^ spiritual kingdom;" — ^that there were greater 
interests which he eame to serre^ than those of 
time ; — and that the reign of his power was to 
commence in a sublimer being, when the shadowi 
of mortality were passed^ and when time itself wai 
no more. 

iS. If the words of the text have this insbmetioft 
to us, with regard to the character of our Lord| 
they have a second instruction wifih regard to thd 
eharaeter of his religion. When yon examine the 
systems of pretended revelation which have pre- 
vailed, or which are still prevailing in the world| 
you will ftnd^ that if their origin betrays the ambi^ 
tiott of their airthors, their character belMys equal* 
ly the weakness and imperfection of human natore; 
To one or other of the fundamental errours in reli'* 
gion •y — to the eMOuragement either of superstttioa 
or of enthusiasm, and, by these means, to the fatal 
separation of piety from moral virtue^ they hav6 
amfofmly led. They have either drawn men 
ftom thesphere of soeial duty, to assemble titem, 
18 
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under the influence of superstition, in impnre and 
sanguinary ceremonies, and persuaded them, that 
g^ilt could be expiated by the ritual of an unmean- 
ing devotion ; or they have driven them from all 
the most sacred relations of life, into solitudes 
and deserts, and taught them, that the Deity was 
to be propitiated by the tears of unproductive re-- 
pentance, or the dreams of visionary illumination. 
The conduct of our Lord, and the spirit of His reli- 
gion, are very different. — He assembles the mul- , 
titude, indeed, around him, in the desert of human 
life, that he may teach them the end of that jour- 
ney upon which they are going 5 — that he may 
recal the wandering,* and animate the desponding, 
and invigorate the ^^ weary and the heavy laden ;'' 
r— and he points out to them, with no mortal hand, 
that continuing city to which they travel, where 
there are mansions for all the holy and the good, 
and where there ^^ dwelleth knowledge, and wis- 
^' dom, and joy/^ But when these mighty lessons 
ure taught, he sends them away to their usual 
abodes and their usual occupations. — He sends 
ihem back again to their own homes, — to that 
sacred though sequestered scene, where all their 
4nties meet them on their return, — ^where every 
virtue and every vice of their nature takes its pri- 
^in« — and where they can best display both the 
strength of their faith and the purity of their obe- 
dience. It is thus that the religion of Jesus blends 
^the great interests of piety and of morality, — ^that 
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it lets down the golden chain which unites Earth 
with Heaven, and forms, even under the ^^ taber- 
^^ nacles of clay,'' the minds that are afterwards 
*^ to be made perfect,'' and to be made citizens of a 
kingdom ^^ which passeth not away, but which is 
^^ eternal as the Heavens." Such are the general 
instructions, both with regard to the character of 
our Lord and the character of his religion, which 
the words of the text may convey to us. 

8. There is, however, another and a nearer 
instruction which they contain. Distant as the 
period is, when the event we are considering took 
place, it has yet a relation to us ; and there is not 
one of us who, from the consideration of it, may 
not derive some personal improvement. We are 
the multitude described in this passage of the 
Gospel; — we have heard from our infant days, 
that there ^^ was a great prophet come into the 
^^ world ;" and every time that we assemble within 
these wails, for the great purposes of spiritual im- 
provement, and of publick example, — and every 
time, still more, when we ascend to the altar of 
our Lord, and profess our faith in his name, and 
our confidence in his mercy, — we profess, at the 
same time, like the multitude of old, to take 
him for our guide and our instructer. As of old, 
also, he designs to receive us ; to teach and to 
console us by the same words with which he for- 
merly taught or consoled them ; to employ to u« 
the same accents of grace, and set before us (he 
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came bopes of immortality ; and to spread for vm^ 
in the wilderness of human life^ that greater feast^ 
^f spirit and of mind^ which may save us ^^ from 
^' fainting on oar way.'' Bnt here^ also, my 
brethren^ When these ends are aeei^mplished^ he 
eontinues ^^ to send us away i^ he Gontinues to 
send us back again to those abodes from whieh 
we have sevemlly oome ; to those several homea^ 
where our trials lie^ and where our virtues arise j 
and^ in the various dutin of which we are all^ (if 
guided by his lessons^) ripening ^ually to a nobler 
being, and to more extensive capacities of i«ppi- 
ness. If, in coming to the House of Qod^ wa 
listen to the call of Him who ^^ came to sav« m/^ 
we are to rem^nber, that the same voice sends us 
<^ awny/' when we leave it ; that His eye follow^ 
cAh us into the retirement of our homes ; and that 
it is in the discharge of the duties whieh there 
meet us, that we offer to Him the noblest proof of 
our &ith, and the most acceptable sacrifice of our 
obedience. 

Whenever you return, then, my brethren, from 
the services of religion to the privacy <^ your 
homes, return with the sublime expression of the 
prophet of old upon your minds : ^^ How sacred 
<^is this place!'' it is the dwelling of God! ^^it 
^^is no other than the gate of Heaven !" There, 
remember, is the post which has been assigned 
you, by the Ruler of the Universe ; — ^there, the 
services whieh you are summoned to perform^ in 
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wUeli yoa are to act^ in tiie sight ctf nan and of 
«ge1fl^ and to qualify yourselves for higher aer- 
viees^ and a sabtimer employment. 

If it be to the home of Youth you return, when 
the eyes of frictids and of parents meet you in 
love, remefflber what you owe to them, and what 
retnm you ean make for the many anxious hours 
thdlr hearts hare known for you^^remember what 
you owe to that world upon wUeh you are enter^ 
ing, where you must either . bestow happiness or 
aorraw> and where the inal issue depesids upon 
the prineipks you are now acquiring^ the know- 
ledge ytm are gaming, and the habits you are 
imdulgfaig. Bemember still more what you owe 
io Btm who called yon into being ; who has in^ 
fused into your minds so many noble cap&dMiies 
for virtue, for wii^om, and for happiness ; and 
who has set before you the infinity of progressive 
perfeetion, to waken the» into life and activity. 

if it be to the home of Manhood jou returi^ 
my feiretbfen, consider well what dutfes it imposes^ 
The years of your youth and your education are 
past;-^the years of age and of weakness are ap* 
proaehing. Now, therefore, is tte season of real 
virtue, and of strenuous duty,«^tbe noon-day of 
your being, when all your powers are entire, and 
when the Sua of Righteousness bum^ above your 
head, to light you on your way. Beneath your 
own voof^ every honow, and every osefulness^ 
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your being await you^ — the honours of the master^ 
the husband, the parent, the friend, and the citi- 
zen. These are the duties to whieh the Father 
of the Universe ** sends you away.*^ In confiding 
them to you, he hath made you no less than ^' a 
^^ fellow-worker with himself,^^ in the diffusion of 
happiness to his creation ; and, in calling you to 
their discharge, he is qualifying you for some 
higher service, in a condition of being where virtue 
is unknown to misfortune, and where death and 
sin prevail no more. 

If it be to the house of Age you are returning, 
my brethren, where the storms of winter are gath- 
ering, and the sun is going low in your sky, thero 
are yet duties which await you, though they are 
tempered to the failing condition of your being, and 
suited to the infirmity of your strength* You are 
come to the evening of your day ; — ^^ its heat and 
^^its labours^' are passed, and you are called 
upon to repose in the cool shade of memory and of 
meditation. It is now you are to review, with 
unimpassioned eye, the transactions in which you 
have borne a part, — ^to instruct the young who 
surround you, by the long experience you have 
acquired ; and to teach them, with the wisdom of 
old, that ^^to fear God, and to keep His com- 
^^mandments,'^ constitute the whole happiness, as 
well as the whole duty of man. It is now, when 
passion has ceased, and the illusions of. the world 
8u(»side, that you are called upon to . renew that 
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mnocenee which life has impaireA, — to repent 
those frailties which time may have broi^t, — 
and to rekindle^ even under the shades of i^e^ 
that high and holy spirit^ which the inspiration 
of the Almighty breathed into you with the breath 
of moral life. — Though ^^ the evil days may be 
^^came/' in which "you have no pleasure in 
^^ them,^^ they are yet come in merey^ to wean 
you from a temporary worlds to awaken higher 
hopes^ and inspire more elevated feelings; — to 
call you to put your trust in Him, ^^ who was, and 
^^ is, and is to come ; — in whose presence there is 
" the fulness of eternal joy, and at whose rigst 
f^ hand there are pleasures fw evermore/' 

There are, however, my brethren, other varie- 
ties in the condition of human life than those of 
age, and there are other lessons which we may 
learn from the words we have been considering* 
In the situations either of prosperity or of adversi- 
ty, all men are to be found ; and every one of us, 
when we return from the services of this place^ 
are returning -either to the house of joy, or to the 
house of mourning. If it be to the first of these 
you are returning, my brethren, — if the voice of 
healtli and joy meet you upon your approach, — 
if honour, or wealth, or power, are the distinctions 
of your homes, — enter them, 1 beseech you, with 
the solemn reflections which religion inspires. 
Your dwellings are at present in the sunshine of 
Heaven, and the richest blessings of present im%^ 
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are glVen you to bestow. Think^ theii^ liof^ U^ 
are the oUigattons whieh yoor prc^perity creates ! 
-^that yon are the stewards of the Universal Fa^ 
rent ^ and thai to you the wretched look up for 
relief^ the iDJured for proteeticm^ the iudustffioi«i 
for reward^ the virtuous for praise^ and the world- 
for example. When you pass the threshold of 
your gates^ ask your own hearts^ whether^ of those 
to whom so much is gratuitously given^ much wiU 
not also be required ? — ^attd if thMikfulness sprkig 
up in your hearts^ on the review of your blessings^ 
mingle with it the humble prayer^ that you may 
be enaMed to use them as becomes those who are 
permitted to know the will of the God who gave 
them. 

And ye^ my afflicted brethren ! ye who are to 
return to the various scenes of the house of mourn- 
ing, — ^to meet the struggles oi poverty or misfor- 
tune,— to watch^ with throbbing hearts^ the bed 
of sickness^ or to bend^ in speechless sorrow^ over 
the bed of death, — ^return, I beseech you, with 
all the consolations of this doctrine in your souls* 
Bad as are the homes to which you are goings 
remember who it is that ^^ sends you away.'^ 
Remember that your afflictions ^^rise not from 
^^ the dost,^^ but descend from the Throne of your 
Father; that they are ordained for the trial of 
that faith which may end in joy, and that patience 
which may lead to glory j that above the shadeift 
of present time, there reigneth the Father of 
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Btemal Light ; and that the aoblest virtaea which 
blossom in eternity, are those which have cfwung 
beneath the tears of adversity. Remember still 
more, that He who now sktetii on the right hand 
of God, was only ^^ made perfect by suffering f^ 
that He has led the way before you from earth to 
Heaven ; and that, in calling you to be partakers 
of his suffering, He calls you also to be partakers 
of his glory- 

1 add, my brethren ! only one farther reflection. 
We read in the text, ^^ That they who had eaten, 
^^ were about four thousand.'' In the hour in 
which I speak, the number of those that have this 
day approached the same Lord, and heard the 
same accents of salvation, are countless millions 
of the family of God. While we thus see that 
faith advancing on earth, which is to be finally 
triumphant in Heaven, let us prostrate ourselves 
in thankfulness for those means of grace which 
are given to all, and for those purposes of salva- 
tion which may yet unite all into one fold, and 
under one shepherd. Let us pray for them, and 
for ourselves, that the real spirit of our faith may 
dwell among us ; that all of every church who 
retire this day from the house of God, may retire 
with the consciousness of his peace upon their 
souls ; and that, whatever be the home to which they 
return, they may feel it as the ^< dwelling of God/' 
and enter into it as into the ^^ gate of Heaven.'^ 
18 
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St. Ldkb xxi. 19. 
** III yoai* ptttieDoe possess ye ymr umU**^ 

It Wft9 in these words thai our Savioar censoU 
ed hb disoqdes^ while he piredieted to them the 
final :ruin4uid desolation of Jerusalem* The peo* 
pie of Judea^ eonfldoD^ in the letter^ while they 
were ignorant ef the spirit of their religion^ liad 
long before eeased to listen to his admonitions^ and 
it was only to the chosen few who felt his truth^ 
and who understood his gospel^ that he unveiled 
the mighty scenes which that desolation was to 
precede. Amid ^^ the wars^ and the rumours of 
^^ wars/^ that were to follow^ he led them to see the 
^^ salvation of the world'' approach. The destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem was to be the dissolution of thai 
pale whidb kept the Grentiles from the knowledge 
of the true God; and he enjoined them^ amid all 
flie dread calamities which were to come^ to ^^ pos- 

* PreacM wto ike etpeetatbuof knranM was mnrenBl, gad whdi ibt 
vofamteer eorps were erery where femung in the national defienoe. 
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^^mm tkeir soals^ in patioit expeetaliaii. of thai 
mighty day, when Ut name. andfaisisH^kNi were 
to begin: their triniq^hal reign« 

Of the many refections whiehtiboe rabjeet Mitn^ 
nlly ezKiieB^ ttiexe is one bnly> my^brettaren^ which 
I shall at present submit to yoar consideration ; it 
is^ the diflferenee between the patienee which human 
vifldom teaehes^ and that wfaiek rel^ioa inspinna 
When the moralist speaks to us of hardship or 
danger; when he animatesiiisto: meet those ecenes 
of calamity wUeh we may be doomed to nndergOi 
be tells, nsi of *the digmity of onr.nature, — the mag* 
oaiumity of self-denial>r-^s»d iho heroism of pntieat 
euff^ing. Ho malees the worM the speetaior of 
our conduct ; and summons us^ by every consider 
ration of honour or of &me^ to net our part Kko 
men^ and to deserve the syn^athy of those; who 
surround' US9 by tho firmeiess md magaaJMiiigr 
which we display* 

The patirace: which the Gaspel inspires isnof a 
diHFcffent^ bnt ofa^snblimerktud* It syeaks^not to 
us of ourselves^^T-it speaks ^f that great system* to 
wl»ch we belongs and of thcf ends to which we eon* 
tribute in that fin^stemi-^It ^teUs us^ that every sufi 
fering to which man is horny haa ite final purpoM 
^ther in in#ridual or in pnblick good ;-iN*4hat to 
nations) as to iadividnals^ the seasons of adversit^^ 
ave the seasons of their highest virtae ;«-*4hat| is 
every sitoation^ the discharge of the duties which 
that sitoation* brings are the simple means by whieiri 
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the^ig^fy deftigDS'of aatare are to be carried on ^-— 
andthai^ above all the weakness or suffering rf 
men, there presides one Almighty Mind, in whose 
extended governmeht' ^' all things are working to- 
^gether for final good,'' and who can make even 
^ the wsatb of men to praise him/' 

There are no considerations which seem more 
proper for the solemnity in which we are at present 
tmgiged* We aro met togethier, with all the rest 
of our land^ to humble ourselves before the God of 
nations ; to call to mind what are the duties de- 
manded of us, in this hour of general alarm ; and 
to form those resolutions for the coming dai^r, 
which become us as citisens, as Christians, and as 
men. 

It is, my brethren, in no common hour of peril 
that we are now assembled. A contest more aw-- 
ftil than either ^e or our fattiers have seen, is 
rapidly approaching; and that sun which witnesses 
our meeting, has never, hi his long career, beheld 
a time so pregnant with hope or despair to our 
country. It is no common war in which we are 
engaged, and no common enemy we are to oppose. 
It is a war, in which are put to the hazard of the 
sword, every blessing of our faith, every honour of 
our name, and every glory of our country. It is an 
enemy we are now summoned to oppose,^-«whose 
positions are kingdoms, and whose march is revo* 
lution; before whom the sovereigns (^Europe have 
bowed their diminished heads; and who seeka 
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now, on our northern shores^ to extingoish the tasi 
spark ci order^ of freedom^ and of justice^ amoi^ 
mankind. 

There is a folly in em^^erating the dangers to 
which we are exposed : — thei« is an equal folly in 
diminishing or under^rataig them. It is the business 
<tf wisdom to see them as they are^ and to animate 
our hearts to meet and to encounter them. In the 
season which seems approaching^ there is not one 
of us that wiU not be called to the exercise of y^,^ 
tience^ — ^to the exertion of that principled magna- 
nimity which nature applauds^ and which the Gos- 
pel ?B}oitts« It is in the solemn and sacred pause 
of this day^ that we ought all to prepare ourselves 
for the scenes which are to follow ; and^ ere the 
eventful conflict begins^ to supplicate from Heaven 
that strength which may enable us to endure it. 

I speak not now, indeed, to the young, and to 
the brave.*-— They have taken their lofty resolu- 
tion ; and, in this hour, in the same array in which 
they are to present themselves to the enemy, are 
now presenting themselves before their God. At 
the first ^ead of danger, they have risen in ^^ legions 
^ of armed men ;'^ and from every rank of our 
country, they have started forwards in its defence^ 
with a gallantry which realizes to us the visions of 
ancient patriotism, and which^ I trust will, in the 

* The volunteers of the Congregation were now regimented, and on this day* 
attciideil the National ChnrthM) by order of Oovenmient 
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end^ more than realize to us the vkaoM ai «Betiiit 
valour* 

Yet though they^ my brethren^ are to^uiidMake 
the hajrdshipg and the dangers tf( war^ there are 
other hardships for wfeieh we must prepare our* 
selves ; aud there is not a soul to whom I speak^ 
whom the time does not summon to patiiuee and' 
to self-denial. The great and the> afluent^ they 
whom ancient possessions have digniied> or per« 
sonal industry hath enriehed^ are now ealled ta 
justify the distinctiim they have enjoyed; — ^to 
suspend their usual pleasures and tiieif usual 
pursuits; — ^to sacriflee tu the adversity of tiieir 
country, the Wealth which its prosp$«i(y haa 
^ven them ; — and to prepare themselves, in 
the spirit and in the armour of thdr aneestors, 
for the final confilet that is to dooide its glory 
or its fall. The poor are ealled to svli^mity 
with the patience (tf their faith, to in^easingpri^ 
vatitons ; to exert that noblest magnanimity, which 
can not only act but suflfer in the cause of duty; 
and, if the last struggle should come^ to bear in 
their minds the lofty remembranoe of what, in 
many an age, their fathers have done, and haw, in 
many a field, their fathers have died. 

The aged, alas! the fathers and the mothers <^ 
our people, are called to severer duties. They* 
are called to surrender their children to their 
country ; — ^to suspend the workings even of pareU" 
ial nature ; — ^to silence the anxiety which years 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Qlr n» iOSimUL 9ASf, 18^. 1*3 

bftVe BMrkkcid j — uid ta Idiid to the general wel- 
fare^ every tfa^g which has constituted their owb. 
Evea that sex^ whoi« ftrst hononr is in the tender- 
nessof their nature^ are now called to iwget or to 
disavow ii They are called to hide every tear^ 
and atifts every appr^ensicm; — ^to assnme that 
sedate and matron firmness which becomes the 
wives and daughters of freemen ; and by ilieir 
v^ee (ever so powerful to the brave) to invigorate 
ttie spirit ^ national defence^ and anticipate the 
hoor of national gl^y. 

Such^ n^ brethren^ are the hmrdships to which 
tl^y »e exposed^ who are yet at the greatest dis- 
tance from the actual scene of war ; and such tiie 
sacrifices which this eventful seas<m demands of 
all of ns^ from flie throne to the cottage. Yet^ ere 
the awful hour of conflict begins^ — ^while the winds 
of winter are ushering in that mightier storm which 
is to convulse or remedy mankind^ — ^let us^ in this 
day of meditatien^ leak to the end of these things. 
Let us wdgh well what may be those designs of 
ProvideiM^e^ of which we are noW called to be the 
agents and instruments ; let us consider what it is 
that our patiaiee of evil is now to defend or pre* 
serve; and what are the motives which summon 
usy in the midst of peril and fQiirm^ to have the 
^^ firm possession of our souls.'' 

1. We are summoned^ in the first place^ to the 
defence of our country^ to preserve the land which 
has given us birth> and which contains every thing 
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for which we live. Whatever may be the evils 
or sufferings of war, they have yet this forta&ate 
effect, — that they rekindle that love of onr country, 
which the safety of prosperity, and the habits 6t 
private pursuit, are so apt to relax or to impair. 
But, my brethren, if this appeal has its influence 
even over the savage and the slave, — in no hour in 
the history of social life, — ^in no nation which has 
ever risen among mankind, — did that name ever 
summon before man, so many dread obligations as 
it now does before us, in this hour, and in this 
country. We have to defend a land, unhabituated 
to shame, and hitherto unknown to conquest ; — ^we 
have to defend the honours of ancient days, and the 
splendour of present greatness ; — we have to de- 
fend the opulence which the industiy of our fathers 
has gained, and the freedom which their blood 
has purchased ; — we have to defend that constitu* 
tion which has poured the prosperities of nature 
over a barren land, and given to our northern isle 
a splendour unknown to the regions of the sun. 
We have to defend that faith in which our infancy 
was baptized, and in which we pray our dying 
hours may close ; which was the ^^ strength of our 
^^ fathers, and of the old time before them,'' and 
which has conducted the wise and the virtuous who 
have preceded us, to glories beyond the limits of 
mortality. 

2. We are summoned, in the next place, my 
brethren, even to a nobler duty ; and, in the mighty 
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desigm of Providence^ tlie sattie valour whith ii 
eaOed to defend our limd, is the great means bj 
whick wt can relieve (lie sufferings of the vrorld 
around us. Amid that wreck which we have wit- 
nessed of aocial welfare--r-amid the deth^nement 
of kings^ and the subjugation of kingdoms^ — amid 
the trembUiig neutrality of some^ and the silent 
^mrvility of others^ — ^this country alone hath re- 
mained independent and undismayed^ — and it is 
upon thp^ valour of our arms^ that Europe now 
reposes its last hope of returning liberiy^ and re- 
stored honour. Among the nations which surround 
us^ whom either the force of the enemy has sub-* 
dued^ or their power intimidated^ there is not one 
^virtuous boi^om that does not throb for our success^ 
-^-the prayers of millions will follow our banners 
into the fields and the arm of the soldier will be 
blessed by innumerable voices^ which can never 
reach his ear. If we fail^ — if the ancient prowess 
and intrepidity of our people is gone^ — ^there is 
then a long close to all the hopes and all the ho- 
nours of humanity ; over the fairest portion of the 
civilized earthy the tide of military despotism will 
roU^ and bury^ in its sanguinary flood^ alike the 
monuments of former greatness^ and the promises 
of future glory. But, — ^if we prevail ; if the hearts 
of our people are exalted to the sublimity of the 
contest ; the mighty spell which has enthralled the 
world will be broken^ — ^the spirit of nature and of 
liberty will rekindle ; — and the fsame blow whic|i 
14 
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prostrates the enemy of our land^ will Imrst tlk« 
fetters of nations^ and set free the energies of an 
injured wwld. 

The histwian of future times^ when he meditates 
on the affiurs of men^ will select for his fairest 
theme the record of our country ; and he will say. 
Such is the glory of nations^ when it is founded 
on virtue ; when they scorn the vulgar ^^ devices of 
'^ tiie human heart/' and follow only the ^^ counsel 
*^ of the Lord ;'' when they act from the high am- 
bition of being the ministers of that ^^ Ancient of 
^^ Days,'' whose ^^ judgment is set" in nature, and 
before whom the ^^ books of the Universe are open." 
8. There is yet, my brethren, in such hours, a 
greater consideration* If there be something in- 
expressibly animating in seeing our country as 
the instrument of Heaven in the restoration of 
happiness to mankind ; if to us be given the 
sublime charge, of at once defending our own land, 
and guiding the destinies of human nature^-^- 
there is something also equally solemn in the re- 
membrance of the duties which so high a commis- 
sion involves. And there is an instinct which 
must teach us all, that of our conduct in these 
trying hours we are finally to render an account. 
It is this exalted prospect which ought ever to be 
present to us, in the seasons of difficulty and 
alarm. It is now, in the midst of wars, and the 
desolation of nations, that we ought to fortify our 
hearts at the shrine of religioUi. It is now that 
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Hre are to \^eigh the duties which are deaanded 
of as by Heaven and earth ; and to consider 
whether, in that last day, we are to appear as 
eowards to our country and our faith, and as pur- 
chasing an inglorious safety, by ttie sacrifice of 
every duty, and every honour of man,^— or as tiie 
friends of wder,^ of liberty, and of religion, and 
allied to those glorious spirits who have been the 
servants of God, and the benefactors of mankind. 
Over the conflict which is to ensue, let it never be 
forgotten, that greater eyes than those of man will 
be present; and let every man that draws the 
sword of defence remember, that he is not only 
defending the liberties of bis country, but the lays 
of his God. 

Let, then, the young and the brave of our peo- 
ple go forth, with hearts inaccessible to fear, and 
undoubting of their cause. Let them look back 
into time, and see the shades of their ancestors 
rising before them, and exhorting them to the com- 
bat. Let them look around them and see a sub- 
jugated world the witnesses of their contest, and 
ih& partners in their success. Let them look for- 
ward into futurity, and see posterity prostrated 
before them, and all the honours and happiness 
of man dependent upon the firmness of their hearts, 
and the vigour of their arms. Yes ! let them go 
forth, and pour around our isle a living barrier to 
injustice and^ ambition; and,, when that tide of 
anarchy which has overflowed the world rolls its 
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last waves to our shores/let them shew to the fo^ 
as impenetrable a frpnt^ as the rocks of oar land 
to the storms of the ocean. 
^ And Thou^ O God of Nations^ and Lord of 
every host^ ^^ without whom nothing is strong, and 
<^ nothing is holy,'' if it is with such views that 
thy people of this land now assemble before Thee ; 
— if they are, indeed, armed in defence of Thy 
eternal laws, and in the cause of the everlasting 
gospel ; — ^if Thou hast called them to be the in- 
9truments of thy Providence for the future welfare^ 
of mankind, let thy spirit go forth with them, 
which of old went forth with the brave and the 
virtuous of thine own people. Awaken in their 
hearts that love of Thee, and of thy laws, and 
pour into their souls that contempt of danger and 
of death, which befit those whom thy Omniscient 
will has summoned to scenes of difficulty and 
alarm ; and, while thy Providence has so long 
watched over this favoured land, and while it now 
remains as the beacon to lead mankind again to 
happiness and truth,-— ^grant that thy people may 
feel the extent of their duties ! and know, that, 
while they are defending the independence of their 
own country, they are defending the sacred cause 
of order, of virtue, and of religion, throughout thst 
ifTorld. 
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SERMON VIIL 

ON THE REUGIOUS AND MORAL ENDS OF KNOWLEDOK * 

Proverbs i& 13, &e. 

** Happy IS the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth 
understanding !*— She is more precious than rubies, and all the 
things thou canst desire are not to be compared unto her. Length 
of days is in her right hand ; and in her left hand riches and hon* 
our. Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are 
peace." 

In these beautiful words Solomon describes the 
effects of wisdom upon the honour and happiness 
of human life* — ^However warm or magnificent 
the praise Which he bestows^ it is not the extrava* 
gance of youthful enthusiasm. It is the sober 
decision of age and experience : the opinion of 
bne who had known every pleasure which life 
could offer him ; and who^ in his grey hairs^ tells 
the successor to his throne^ that ^^ wisdom is more 
^^ precious" than all the splendours which sur- 
round it, and ^Uhat all the things he could de$ire^ 
^^ are not to be compared unto her/^ 

* PlPeached at die cosmciwtineiit of the AjBadenical Senioa 10 £dinbn|^ 
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I have chosen these words^ my hrethren^ foi 
our present consideration^ because there appears 
something in the time not unsuitable to their ap- 
plication. The season has now returned^ when 
the annual business of education again begins; 
when^ for some months to come^ the young of our 
congregation are to be employed in the acquisition 
of knowledge; and when tWs city itself exhibits 
one of its most honourable distinctions^ — ^that of 
i^ontributing to the instruction and improvement 
of youth. To the young themselves^ it is the com* 
mencement of the most important and eventful 
period of their lives ; and to us^ my elder brethren^ 
it is a scene which we can scarcely regard^ with- 
eut mauy feelings of interest and tenderness. It 
reminds us of that beautiful expression of anti- 
quity^ ^^ that the young among the people are like 
^'the spring amid the seasons.' It leads even 
the most insensible of us^ to form some kind wish 
that the fruits of their harvest may correspond to 
the opening of their spring ; and it leads us, too^ 
very naturally, to the remembrance of our own 
youth ; find, while we think what are the duties 
of the present young, to consider what we our- 
selves have been doing since that important era 
has passed to us. At this time, therefore, I trust I 
shall be forgiven, if I dedicate this discourse to 
the young of our congregation ; — if I avail myself 
of the opportunity of the season, to encourage them 
in the pursuifc^i which they have begun;— ^nd if I 
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tmiclude^ by pointifi^ out to them the great ends 
to which all knowledge and wisdom ought fiitally 
to be applied. 

I. In every period of life^ the acquisition of 
knowledge is one of the most pleasing employ- 
ments of the human mind. But in youth there 
are circumstances whicb make it productive of 
higher enjoyment. It is then that every thing has 
the charm of novelty ; that curiosity and fancy 
are awake ; and that the heart swells with the 
anticipations of future eminence and utility. Even 
in those lower branches of instruction which we 
call mere accomplishments^ there is something 
always pleasing to the young in their acquisitirat. 
They seem to become every well-educated person^ 
— 4hey adoruy if they do not dignify humanity ; 
and^ what is far more, while they give an elegant 
employment to the hours of leisnre and relaxatioui 
they afford a means of contributing to the purity 
and innocence of d<miestick life. But in the ae- 
quisitiQU of knowledge of a higher kind, — ^in the 
hours when the young Fgradually begin the study 
pf the laws of nature, and of the faculties of the 
human mind, or of the magnificent revelations of 
the Gospel, — there is a pleasure of a subUmer na- 
ture. The cloud which, in their infant years^^ 
seemed to cover nature from their view, begins 
gradually to resolve. The world in which they 
are placed, opens with all its wonders ypon their 
eye; their powers of attention and observation 
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seem to expand with the scene before them ; and, 
while they see^ for the first time^ the immensity of 
the universe of God^ and mark the majestick sim- 
plicity of those laws by which its operations are 
condacted, they feel as if they were awakened to a 
higher species^ of beings and admitted into nearer 
intercourse with the Author of Nature. It is this 
period^ of all others^ accordingly^ that most deter- 
mines our hopes or fears of the future fate of th« 
young. To feel no joy in such pursuits ; — ^to lis- 
ten carelessly to the voice which brings such mag- 
nificent instruction ; — to see the veil raised which 
conceals the counsels of the Deity^ and to shew 
no emotion at the discovery^ are symptoms of a 
weak and torpid spirit^ — of a mind unworthy of 
the advantages it possesses^ and which is fitted 
only for the humility of sensual and ignoble plea- 
sure. Of thos&y on the contrary^ who distinguish 
themselves by the love of knowledge,— who follow 
with ardour the career that is opened to them, we 
are apt to form the mo^t honourable presages. 
It is the character natural to youth, and which, 
therefore, promises well of their maturity. We 
foresee for them, at least, a life of pure and virtu- 
ous enjoyment, and we are willing to anticipate no 
common share of future usefulness and splendour. 

In the second place, the pursuits of knowledge 
lead not only to happiness but to honour. 
^^ Length of days,^^ in the words of the text, ^^ is 
^^ in her right hand, and in her left are riches and 
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^^ honour.^^ It is honourable to excel even in tlie 
most trifling species of knowledge^ in those which 
can amuse only the passing hour. It is more hon- 
ourable to excel in those different branches of 
science which are connected with the liberal pro- 
fessions of life^ and which tend so much to the 
dignity and well-being of humanity. It is the 
means of raising the most obscure to esteem and 
attention ; it opens to the just ambition of youth, 
some of the most distinguished and respected situ- 
ations in society ; and it places them there, with 
the consoling reflection, that it is to their own in- 
dustry and labour, in the providence of God, that 
they are alone indebted for them. But, to excel 
in the higher attainments of knowledge, — to b& 
distinguished in those greater pursuits which have 
commanded the attention, and exhausted the abili- 
ties of the wise in every former age, — is perhaps, 
of all the distinctions of human understanding, the 
most honourable and grateful. When we look back 
upon the great men who have gone before us in 
every path of glory, we feel our eye turn from the 
career of war and of ambition, and involontilrily 
rest upon those who have displayed tlie great truths 
of religion, who have investigated the laws of so- 
cial welfare, or extended the sphere of human 
knowledge. These are honours, we feel, which 
have been gained without a crime, and which can 
be enjoyed without remorse. They are honours 
also which can never die, — ^which can shed lustre 
15 
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evea upon the humblest liead^ — and to which the 
young of every succeeding age will look up, as 
their brightest incentives to the pursuit of virtuous 
fame. 

II. But whatever may be the attractions of 
wisdom, or the rewards which the Almighty hath 
given to its pursuit, it is still farther to be remem* 
bered, that it is at best only a means to an end ; 
that knowledge of every kind supposes some use 
to which it is to be applied ; and that, in the sim- 
ple language of the gospel, it is a talent, (though a 
talent of the noblest kind,) for which the possessor 
is Anally to account. I would to God, my bre« 
tiiren, that the history of science had rendered this 
observation unnecessary. Yet, you all know, 
that there are shades which darken the history of 
human improvement ; that there have been, and 
QVQn now, alas ! are, men who have employed 
genius and knowledge to the most fatal purposes ; 
who have employed them to corrupt the morals of 
private life ; to undermine the foundations of soeial 
order ; and, with a still more gigantiek maligqity^ 
hikve turned the powers which Heaven gave them 
against itself, <aBd endeavoured to wrest from tM 
family of God, that belief in his providence, i^n4 
that hope in hb i^ercy, which are necessary ingire- 
diettt» i» our being, and wkich alone can animate 
tk^ exevtiens, m console the woe of kamaniiy* 
Eai?, O God! f^m us, wd from the youag of our 
people, be these fatal dehisiona ! Yet.it is wim in 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MORAL ENDS OF KNOWLEDGE. 115 

you^ my yotiDg friends^ to confim thede natiiral 
feelings by principle^ and^ in preparing yourselves 
to employ your knowledge^ to consider the great 
ends^ which^ in this employment^ both Ood and 
maa demand of yon. 

1. The first end to which all wisdom or knew^ 
ledge ought to be employed^ is to illustrlUe the 
wisdom or goodness of the Father of Nature. 
Every science that is cultivated by men leads 
naturally to religious thought^ from the study of 
&e plant that grows beneath our feet^ to that of 
the Host of Heaven above us^ who perform their 
flitated revolutions in majestiek silenee amid the 
expanse of infinity* When^ in the youth of Moses^ 
^' the Lwd appeared to him in Horeb/' a voice 
was heard^ sayings ^^ draw nigh hither^ and put off 
^^ thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place where 
^^ thou standest is holy ground/^ It 4s with 
auch a reverential awe that every great or elevated 
mitid will approach to the study of nature^ aad 
with such feelings of adoration and gratitude, that 
he will receive the illumination that gi*aduaUy 
opens upon his soul. It is not the lifeless mads 
of matter, he will then feel, that he ia examining, 
>^t is the mighty machine of Eternal Wisdctai': 
tiie workmanship of bim^ ^^ in whom eveify thing 
^ lives^ and tnovCs^ and has Ms being.^' Under 
an aspect of this kind^ it is impossible to pursue 
ioiowledge without nungling with it the most ek- 
^mled ^imtimtiiis of devotion ; — ^it is imposdbfe to 
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perceive the laws of natare without perceivings at 
the same time^ the presence and the Providence 
of the Lawgiver : — and thus it is that^ ^n every 
Rge^ the evidences of reli^on have advanced with 
the progress of trne philosophy ; and that science^ 
in erecting a monument to herself^ has^ at the 
same time^ erected an altar to the Deity. The 
knowledge of nature^ however, you know, my 
yonng brethren, is not exhausted. There are 
many great discoveries yet awaiting the labours 
of science ; and with them, there are also awaiting 
to humanity many additional proofs of the wisdom 
and benevolence ^^ of Him that made ns.'^ To 
the hope of these great discoveries, few, indeed^ 
can pretend ; — ^yet let it ever be remembered, that 
he who can trace any one new fact, or can exem- 
plify any one new instance of divine wisdom or 
benevolence in the system of nature, has not lived 
in vain ; that he has added to the sum. of human 
knowledge ; and, what is far more, that he has 
added to the evidence of those greater truths, 
upon which the happiness of time and eternity 
depends. 

S. The second great end to which all know- 
ledge ought to be employed, is to the welfare of 
humanity. Every science is the foundation of 
some art, beneficial to men ; and while the study 
of it leads us to see the beneficence of the laws of 
nature, it calls upon us also to follow the great 
end of the Father of Nature in their einploynient 
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and application. I need not say^ my brethren^ 
what a field is thus opened to the benevolence of 
knowledge : I need not tell you, that in every 
department of learning there is good to be done 
to mankind : I need not remind you, that the age 
in which we live has given us the noblest exam- 
ples of this kind, and that science now finds its 
highest glory in improving the condition, or in 
allaying the miseries of humanity. But there is 
one thing of which it is proper ever to remind you, 
because the modesty of knowledge often leads us 
to forget it, — and that is, that the power of scien- 
tifick benevolence is far greater than that of all 
others, to the welfare of society. The benevolence 
of the great, or the opulent, however eminent it 
may be, perishes with themselves. The benevo- 
lence even of sovereigns is limited to the narrow 
boundary of human life ; and not unfrequently is 
succeeded by different and discordant counsels. 
But the benevolence of knowledge is of a kind as 
extensive as the race of man, and as permanent as 
the existence of society. He, in whatever situa- 
tion he may be, who, in the study of science, has 
discovered a new means of alleviating pain, or of 
remedying disease*; who has described a wiser 
method of preventing poverty, or of shielding mis- 
fortune ; who has suggested additional means of 
increasing or improving the beneficent produc- 
tions of nature, has left a memorial of himself, 
whicb can never be forgotten ; which will commu* 
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nicate bappineds to ages jti unborn ; and whieli^ 
in the emphatick language of seripture^ renders him 
a ^ fellow-worker" with God himself in the im-^ 
provement of his Creation. 

. 9. The third great end of all knowledge is the 
improvement and exaltation of our own minds* 
It was Uie voice of the apostle^ ^^ What manner of 
^^ men ought ye to be, to whom the truths of the 
^^ Gospel have come ?" It is the voice of nature 
also, ^^ What manner of men ought ye to be, to 
^^ whom the treasures of wisdom *re opened ?'^ 
Of all the spectacles, indeed, which life ean offei^ 
us, there is none more painful, or unnatural, than 
that of the union of vice with knowledge* It 
counteracts the great designs of God in the did-^ 
tributioh of wisdom ; and it assimilates meti, not 
to the usual characters of human frailty, but to 
those dark and malignant spirits who fell from 
Heaven, and who excel in knowledge, only ihat 
they may employ it in malevolence. To the wis6 
and virtuous man, on the contrary,«*«4o iiim whdse 
moral attainments have kept pace with his intel- 
lectual, and who has employed the great talent 
with which he is entrusted to the glory of God> 
and to the good of humanity,^^are preselit^d the 
sublimest prospects that mortality can kildw. 
^^ In my father's house,'^ says our Saviour, ^^ arft 
^^ many mansions f^ — ^mansions, we may dare td 
interpret, fitted to the different powers that Itfe b^ 
acquired, and to the uses to which th^ have b^v 
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applied* Of that great scene^ indeed^ which 
awaits all, whether ignorant or wise^ it becomes 
us to think with reverential awe. Yet we knoW| 
^^ that it will then be well with the good, though 
^< it will not be* well with the wicked }'' and we 
are led, by an instinctive anticipation, to suppose 
that they who here have excelled in wisdom and 
benevolence, will be rewarded with higher objects, 
upon which they may be employed, and admitted 
iilto nearer prospects of the government of Sternal 
Wisdom. ^^In his light they shall see light.'^ 
^^ They shall see Him, not as through a glass, dark- 
^^ly; but ad he is« They shall know, even as 
^^ they themselves are known.'^ 

8u4h^ my yonng brethren, are the great ends to 
which all wisdom and knowledge ought to be em« 
ployed ; and sneb, also, the rewards, both in time 
and eternity,, which the Author of Wisdom hath 
hestowed upon the faithful of his people. It is 
upon this digniiMi and animating scene that you 
are now entarnig :-*«^it isi to these rewards that by 
patiei^e and iji^n^try yo«i may advene. I can 
add noithingto the magniflcenoe of these prospeets : 
yet there is one additional reflection which I would 
wish, at this time, to recall to your remembrance. 

In the scene of early life which you have left, 
you have all, probably, left some companions of 
your youthful years, who cannot follow you here : 
some to whom, with all their talents, poverty for- 
bids the hope of further instruction, and who must 
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be doomed to pass their lives in ignorance and 
obscurity. Is there here, then, no call upon you 
to justify the fortunate superiority which you pos- 
sess ? And, if the Providence* of the Almighty 
hath so early distinguished you, is there no claim 
which He, too^ has upon your labour and your in- 
dustry ? In looking back upon this early ' scene, 
there are, perhaps, other more interesting images 
that will return to your remembrance. There are 
friends you will see, who now anxiously wait your 
course ; — ^there are relations who are eager to an- 
ticipate your honour and success; — there are 
parents, perhaps, who await your hands to crown 
their grey hairs with a crown of joy. I will not go 
farther. May these, and every other remembrance 
befitting the generosity of youth, be present with 
you in every hour, to animate and invigorate the 
resolutions of your minds ! — ^May the blessing of 
Uim who called the young unto Him, and blessed 
them, descend upon all your heads. And may 
you now so weigh the importance of the great 
journey upon which you are entering, that it may 
terminate ^^in honour, and glory, and immor- 
^^taUty!'^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SERMON IX. 



CONTINUATION OP THE SAME SUBJECT, WITH REGARD TO THE 
YOUNG IN THE HIGHER CONDITIONS OF LIFE. 



Paoterbs in. 13, &c. 

** Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth 
undentanding ! — She is 'more precious than rubies, and all the 
things thou caofit desire are not to be compared unto her. Length 
of days is in her right hand ; and in her left hand riches and lion* 
our. Her wajs are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are 
peace." 

In the preceding discourse^ 1 addressed my* 
«elf to the young who are engaged in the labours 
of education^ and who are preparing themselves 
to enter upon the various liberal professions of 
society. To them life^ at present^ indeed^ <^is 
^^ full of labour $'^ — but of a labour to which the 
providence of God hath allotted high rewards :— - 
the hopes of honour^ — the promise of usefulness^ 
— ^ahd the lofty dlistinction of contributing^ in their 
day^ to the glory of God^ and the good of human 
kind. To such objects of legitimate ambition^ the 
generous bosom of youth is always open ; and 
there is^ perhaps^ no duty of the parent or the ia* 
16 
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stracter more important^ than to present perpetually 
to their eyes^ the splendid rewards which Heaven 
has in store^ to repay the labours of their early 
days. 

There is one description of the youngs however, 
to whom observations of this kind may not seem so 
immediaiely to apply ; — ^the yonng, I mean, who 
are bom to rank or opulence, aifd who appear not 
to be called upon, by any necessity of their con- 
dition, for labour. To them, life seems to open 
with very different prospects than to the generality 
of men. No imperious duty summons them to toil, 
— no stem necessity compels them to provide for 
the wants of the passing day. It is to a scene 
ratha- of inaetii^ty and joy that they appear to be 
called, where gayety invites them to enjoyment un- 
der a thousand forms; and where, without labour- 
ing themselves, they may command the labours of 
the rest of the world around them. It is'to the young 
oi this description of our congregation that I now 
wish partieularty to address myself. The same 
season which is opening to the rest of the young 
around them a new course of activity and labour, 
is opening to them a scene of pleasure, and, per- 
hapsy <rf &oughilesa dissipation. — Let me then 
entreat them for a moment to pause, on their en- 
trance into life ; — ^to consider what is the real 
tapeef of their advantages or condition ; and to 
weigh tl^ en4s for which life itself was given, and 
tfa whiob every noble mind would wish to live. 
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I. Imayobsenretlmii^uitliefogtplace^tkfttiluji 
^lemptimi from labour and exertiiMi^ whieh Um 
higher classes of society are thoaght to eii|oy, Is 
macli more apparext than real ; and that in troth 
it extends itself only to the lowest wants of hnman 
natine. They are exempted^ indeed^ from the can 
of ^^ gaining their bread by the sweat of their 
<^brow/^ from the labouring day^ and the scanty 
9leep, by which alone the poor man can provide 
for the wants of his family. But they are called 
to other labours of no less impwions a kind ; and 
which^ from this circumstance itself, possess a 
hi^er obligation upon every generous mind, ttiat 
they are more honourable and more exalted. 

1. They are called, in the &st place, to the enl« 
tivation of the mind, — ^to the acquisition of know-* 
ledge, and the improvement ei the understanding. 
In the unbroken leisure of their youth,— in the fa- 
cilities of studies and education, — in the society 
of whatever is respectable or distinguished among 
men, — ^they enjoy advantages which fall to the lot 
of few of the human race ; and the expectation of 
the world unites itself with the prayer of the parent, 
that tl»y may enter upon active life, worthy of the 
discipline which has been employed to form thrai. 

S. They are called, in the second place, to the 
noblest and most extensive duties which society 
demands* They are called to lead the arms of 
their country in war ; — ^to dispense its justice, and 
to preserve its tranquillity in the seasons of peace* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1S4 ON tOE mumKmn Ajsm 

They mre ^eallfid^ m possessors of propexiy^ i»Al^ 
most interestifig office wMeh the ciiix^a enn fiU^ — 
to improYe the bounty of netere^ apd add i^ the 
prosperity, of their naiion ;-*-'to be tl^ fri«ds wd 
the fathers of all that dwell. in thea^ IsJid^ — to be 
the patrons of rural indoMry^ — the rewarded oi 
humble merit, — and^ even in the most desert cor- 
ners of their copntiy^ to diffuse happiness and- 
knowledge among the hsMtations of men. They 
are called, still farther, in many cases, U> a ^eat- 
er duty ; to enter into the senate of tteir ecmtitary^ 
-^to share in the deliberations by which its mis- 
fortunes may be r^nedied,-^its {prosperity extend- 
ed, — its honours maintained ; — to extend Hie firm 
hand, which, amidst popular commotion, can hold 
the balance of power and of liberty, — and to exert 
the intrepid mind, which can, disregard all the 
clamours of party, while it is labouring for the 
good of the whole. 

3. They are called, in the last place, to be the 
arbiters of social lifi^^ and the models of national 
manners. It is to this description of society, as 
we all know, that the rest naturally look up^ 
from them they borrow their fashions, their habits, 
and not unfrequently their principles ; and it is 
their conduct of this easy but important domimon, 
that determines, in a great measure, the character 
and the morality of their age. They are bora 
the legislators of publick manners ; and it is their 
example, (and let me add, in.^ i^ peculiar manner^ 
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Ih^ €iiraiil]^l6 of the ibvale great,) i^Meh is to hn- 
press its ^fattieter upon the manners of the world 
oroaiid ihtm^ and to render diem either pious or 
profligate^ virtuous or vicious^ dignified or base. 

II. Sueh^ then, are the duties which are de- 
manded of the great and tlie ofpulent^ — the im- 
portant uses wMch^ by the Providenee of G^d^ 
they serve in the sodeties of men ; and such^ 
accordingly^ my young IHends^ are the solemn 
duties to which, in the course of time^ you are to 
be called. It is the great business of youth/ to 
prepare for the course which it is to follow; to 
ac<iQire the k&owledge> and to attain the habits; 
which tile scenes of future liffe may require; and 
above all^ by anticipating the duties which God 
and Man are to demMid^ to establish that charac- 
ter and temper of mind which may suit the situa- 
tion it is destined to fill^ and render life honoura- 
ble^ and useful^ and happy. Suffer me theu^ my 
young friends, upon this principle/ to suggest to 
you soBie of those eonsdderations which become 
the peeuUar prospects which open upon you, and 
which befit those generous hours of youth which 
you now enjoy. 

1. There is something, in the first place, very 
striking to every virtuous or elevated mind, in the 
importance of the station to which it is'^called, and 
the magnitude of the duties which are demanded 
of it« The great body of mankind are doomed to 
pass tiieir days in still obscurity, uncheered by 
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the observation of the ^mMy Md mig|H^U<Ari 
even for the greiriiert virtues of which th«ar Biibm^ 
tion can admit. On theur huv^le patb> no ejre of 
curiosity is tQriied^*~no symfiathisiDg iitf«a^st afc^ 
tends ; — and all tte exwtioBs of patieoce^ of jnag« 
naliimity^ and of self-denial^ which tteir cQi^titiMt 
incessantly demands^ mnsi ^ass withoal any crflmr 
approbation than thatnf Okmr own hearts^ and thiit 
of him ^^ who is greater tima their hearto^ and who 
^^ knoweth all things/^ 

It is not thus with those that ajre bont to rank 
and c^ulence. They enter upon tim thnjkns oi 
life with every opinion and every prejudice in 
their favour. — ^Their first stqis are marked by die 
sympathy of innumerable spectators ; and thNdir 
earliest dawn of talents or of vhrtne^ ia hailed by 
the iq^plause and expectation of their cte«ti?y« 
The virtues^ too^ whieh life demands of theait 
are not those which shrink from the eye of day, 
9nd which are rewarded only by the tegtimony of 
consci^ice. It is not the austere^ the psMive^ or 
the solitary virtues which they are catted npon to 
exhibit ; it is the promineiit^ the popular^ and the 
commanding ;---the intrepidity of the wafriesir^ the 
nprightncfi^ ef the magistrate^ the indbpMience of 
the statesman ; — in private life^the wide^henoftaeiqa 
which belongs to landed-pdropc^ty^ or the imranM* 
rable generosities which await commeteistl W'eid& } 
and^ even m the bosesn of doanestlek Hfe^ .that 
system of pure bnt di^fied manners^ whidk,enaia< 
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bles wliile it improves the society of iMn^ and 
whMk erery where difases over rank and greatness 
their most mviable charm. Buch^ my ycmiif 
itiendsy are the qualities of mind whieh the pro* 
Tidence af OoA may one day call you to display ; 
^-^aalitiesy surely^ which accord yfHk the noblest 
ambHitn of youth ; which it is now your proudest 
Vtitue to antieipsAe ; and tot the neglect of whieb^ 
in these inTalnable years of education^ there is 
nothing under Heaven which can make any com- 
pensalion. Yon are called^ like all the rest of 
your brethrea^ to labour. In the great scene of 
human Ufe^ you have the most important part to 
pttfinrm. But^ in proportion to the importance of 
that part^ are the motives and the rewards which 
the Provid^ce of the Almighty hath assigned you. 
Whatever can warm the generous^ or animate the 
noble mind^ is displayed to your ambition ; — the 
acquisition of personal fame^ the maintenance of 
fusUy honour ^^^tiie extension of natimial great- 
neaS| and the improvement of national manners ; 
«>HUid^ what is still more^ tibe power of embodying 
your names in the ammls of your country^ and 
desoending to posterity with the admiration of the 
wise^ and the blessings ef the virtuous. These 
are the motives by which the Almighty summons 
jon to labour; and eold^ sm^ly^ most be that 
heart whieh beats not at a |Mrospect so animating 
to all the mwal or h^Ueetuat exertions of man. 
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ft. From these general eonftiderations^ let me 
Mqaestyou^ in the second place^ to look to the 
actual scene of life^^ and to ihe characters whieh 
it, presents to your view. The* history of yo^r 
country records to you the memory of many illns* 
tfiqas great^ — of many who have added virtue to 
rank^ and genius to distin^on ; and the arduous 
days in which you live^ have^ 1 thank Ood^ well 
s«{^rted whatever was great or digniied in na- 
tiooftl character* Such are the models wMch 1^ 
becomes you to study^-— 41i» distinguished^ charac- 
ters which rise as it were from the mass of man- 
kind^ to court you to follow them ; — and if^ in 
regarding them^ your bosoms swell with admira- 
tion ;— *if you fimn the seoret wish^ in your day^^ 
to resemble them ; — if hope whisper its antictpa^ 
tions of success^ — suffer not, for any pleasures 
which life can offer you^ these invaluable emotions 
to pass from your minds. Bemember, that sudb 
also is the part which you may perform ;-— that 
such are the honours you may win, — aiid that, 
even wh^i life is passed, and all the momentaiy 
distinctions of mortality are at an end, the same; 
grateful tear which you now pour upon the grave 
bf illustpoiis virtue, may in return fall upon 
yours. 

Alas! my brethren, there is another prospeet ; 
and if there be examples in your conditibh which 
are ttted to animate, there are others which are 
fitted to cfaiU and to alarm. You have read in the 
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nvoab ^ every eiMWtry^ the btttory of vteiodt 
gftatoe«» and profli^te wraith. Yon ImwB heftri> 
1m f^rmw days^ of the wroganee of ^vileged or- 
4e]!«^--^of the ii^fiee of h«reditftTy:powcir^-~(4 
that comopttea of maeitters into whieh they may 
tMy who are exalted above tkm contiire and tho 
mdigRatiott of Ihe worU* Too hate seen, even 19 
ttis coontfy, raftk degraded^ aad power ahaeed^^-^ 
rkhes dbnipated amid every ignoble pleasure^-^ 
ittflneBee dei«oted only to thedissentfaiatiOQ of baee 
or vidKina mamiers^-— and all the fiiireet gifts of 
Heaven^ eoiirencd^ as by the spell oi an enchant* 
er^ into the elements of more than mortal death. 
On sneh examples^ it beeomes you well to p»ise« 
There was a time^ when tiie lost beings you now 
behold were innocent and pure^— when life open* 
ed to them wtth all the prospects of «sefnln^f 
and boiionr^— **anil wh^ft the promises oi youth 
afiiotddl no presa^ of the baseness of their matu^ 
lAty, or the ignominy of their age; and it is for 
yoo well to eonsader, wh^ber theits be the oareet 
that yon would wish to rnn^ or theirs the deatti 
you wouM wish to ^e. 

' 3* There is yet one other eonrnderation^ my 
young brethren^ whieh I would wish to reprei^nt 
to you^ and which it is of the deepest consequ^iee 
you should^ in the present honrs^ im^ess upon 
your minds. The time we Uve^in is itself elo» 
quent. The ages are past^ in whkh power ean 
QoniErtitute rights or wealUiettbeUiiiL corruptions*^ 
i7 
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iawMeh aulfaority ^a tali^ t}ie pkea vt vittae^ 
or tim kraDuiB ^f distkietioQ be nai»t«wd a»i4 
the profiigMiea of-iiifiy^idvftl aharaeter* Whateirw 
k tl^ kaporianee ^ tlie idisUmtim of ranks t# 
ttie geMFial welfaro of aoeioiy ^---Mnrhatetar^ in ibis 
fgttnJk and envied ^otmiry^ h UsdrnportaDee 4o the 
piroiarvAtmi 0f oinf unrivalled eoastUatioii ^-<- 
wkatevar^ in private MhyiB ifes inlbanee upoa the 
purify Md dignify of national nMimief8^ — alltlwia 
now depend upon tiie eondnei of itosa who pos- 
sess them. The progrei^ of national prospmfy^ 
*-^tbe searching inquirres of seieneer^^-aliove all^ 
the diffasiott <tf the^ spirit of the gospel^ have 
broken the apell whieb formiMrly rendered the 
groat invulnerable ; and the c^e of the patriot h 
BOW rafwd with silent anxiefy to the eimtempla- 
tkm of the eondiinsi of the h%her eenditims of so- 
eiety^ to know whether he is to prophesy peace ot 
anarchy to his oenotey. 

To this mi^ty seene of trial and of dofy yon 
are now approaching* Ijei me then entreat yon to 
look attiie&ll of afioAher country, — to that niigh- 
fy ruin whieh now covers the trst of Eurc^iean 
Bumarchic^ asd wbieli ^m; bi^ied every thing, 
tint, but a few years agp, was noble or eleva- 
ted, in one promiscnons grave* Alas I while you 
look upcm this sqialehve rf human greatness^ 
18 there noi a^oioe which aiiees from the tomb,^ 
and w^eh seems to tell you also to beware ; — 
whieh tells jon^ that if the great have th^r rights^ 
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iliey hm aim their dtfiies j-^tliat^.in the present 
dmioM^iiices ^f the vorld^ tlm laheritniiM of 
weftU^ tDd the pride ef ameesby, can only be 
ibpp^ovted by personal digHity, — and that the 
Ihbriek of soeiety iti^lf can only be mftintaineil 
by the progressive improveaieiit of efiery rank in 
kiiowled|^ and in virtae. Jt is the melaneholj 
trtith of history, that the eorruption of every peo- 
ple has begtm %vitk the great ; and, if ever that 
dread day shall come, when this constitution, so 
long the safest of oor pride to men, and oor 
gnititttde to God, shall also perish, it ^ill be 
when the higher orders are more corrupt than the 
lower; — when, in the swority of vanity, or in the 
baseness of vicious pleasure, they shall at once 
have undermined the respect of the vulgar, th^ 
confidence of the wise, and the hope of the virtii- 
ous. ■ 

Such then, my young brethren, is that arduous 
but animating state on whieh you are about to en- 
t^^ It is, in truth, no state of luxury and ease, 
«-^no privileged scene of exemption from tliat la- 
bour, which is at once the lot and the prerogative 
«f man. You are called by the providence of 
God to the first rank in the society of men ; — ^you 
are called by the sairo Providence to the first 
duties ; and ibe voice of nature coincides with the 
voice of the Go^el, in the solemn assurance^ 
^^ that of those to whom much if given, much, also 
^ will be required/' Do you tlien wish, with tlio 
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naioml generosity of yoath^ to falfll in after yeant 
the daties to which you are called ? Now is the 
time for this sacred preparation. It is now^ in the 
spring of your days^ that you may acquire the 
knowledge^ and establish the habita whidi are to 
characterize your lives ; and that you may elevate 
the temper of your mtnds to the important destiny 
to which the Father of Nature has called yoa« 
The worlds with all its honours and all its temp* 
tations^ is before you; — the paths of virtue and of 
vice are equally open to receive you ; — and it is 
the de<:ision of your present hours^ which BMist de- 
termine your character in time^ and your fate in 
eternity. 

I pray God^ that you may decide like Christiana 
and like men; — that you may take^ in early lifei 
^Uhat goQd part which will ^ever be taken from 
^^you;'' — ^and that neither the illusions of rank^ 
nor the seductions of wealthy may lead you to 
forget what you owe to yourselves, to your country^ 
and to your God. 
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Junofis T. 31. 

«^ htt tiMM that lore II10 Loid be as th« sua, whenke goethiiirtlt is 
his might/' 

^ There are principles of our constitiitloii wMeh 
tend us from the observfttiou of the material worlds 
to the eontemplatioti of the mind that formed it, 
ffud which, from the sp^tacle of beauty, conduct 
us to Him <^who has made eveiy thing beautifiil 
^f in his time.'' There are uses too of no mean 
importance to happiness, to yirtue, and to piety, 
which meditations of this kind are fitted to serve ;* 
and there is no way in which the young can bet- 
ter learn the sentiments of devotion, or the olcl 
preserve them, than in cultivating those habits of 
thought and of observation which convert Nature 
into the Temple of God, and render all its differ- 
ent scenes expressive of the various attributes of 
the Almighty Mind, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



IM OJV StJMMflL 

Erery age^ ia iliifl liew^ has feU the aoalogy 
which sQbsiste betweeo Ae seasons of the year^ 
and the character and daties of men. T%ere is^ in 
tiM revolatioDs of th&e^ a kind of warning voiee 
wlneh sammons us to thought and reflection) and 
every season^ as it arises^ speaks to ns of the a«a}-> 
ogons character wUch we ought to matntain. 
From ike first openings ef t\m sprii^ to the last 
desolation of winter, the days of the year are em* 
bIsiMtick of the state and of the duties oi mmx'^ 
and; whatever may be the period of oar joum^^ 
we can scarcely look up into the HeavMs, and* 
mark the path of the sun, witboot feeling some* 
thing either to animate us upon our coarse^ or to 
leprove us for onr ^lay. 

It 19 now tiie peide and glory of the year. The 
^< winter is over and goae/^^-4he sparing has again 
unlocked all the annual promises »f natfite, — flia 
earth around ns is every where covered with plen- 
teoosness and beauty^-^and the sun is pursuing 
like a ^nt his ^^ course through the Heavens/' 
and dispensing light and life over the wwld be« 
neath him. Are there no reflectious; my bretiiren^ 
which such a spectacle inspires? Are there no 
classes or conditicms of men, of whose character 
and duties this season, is descriptive ? And an 
there no moral lessons which they, who love the 
Lord, may gather from that ^^ sun which now goeih 
^'Xortb in his might ?^ 
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1. 1m it noty ia the firtt place^ enblmifitiek to v» 
of the mstisrity «f Imimii Itfe^ ttd <tf the virtues 
which thftt seasou oi^ht to diipliiy ? To those rf 
thM Ag^^ the springs with all its weakness^ and all 
ita dao§ars^ is ]iaat;~-aa uoseea ana hath coa* 
d»6tod them tlurough the &wa of their iafaat 
joaroey^ and led them oa to that ai^ty sitkgfd, 
where the hcmoai^ <tf time nd of eteraity are to be 
woa. Whatever may be the station or eoadition 
in wMeb they are plaeed^ theise is yet to all some 
single and evident duty whieh they are called to 
pcffform^ — some eeorse which ^y are^sammofied 
to run ; sad^ what is far more^ however narrow 
may be its boands^ or obscure its sitQation> there 
is some sphere to which their iaiueaee extends^ 
and in which^ like the summer sua^ tliey may dif- 
fuse joy and happiness aroai^ them. In such 
seasons^ lei nature be their iastructer ; and^ while 
they bless the useful light which pours gladness 
among the dwellings of men^ let them remember 
that they also were made to bless and to improve* 
Let them remember^ that to them have now arisen 
the lengthened and the enlightened days of life, 
when evei7 thing calls them to labour ; that the 
breath of Heaven has ripened all their powers of 
mind and body into perfection ; that there are eyes 
in Heaven and Earth, which look upon the course 
they are {pursuing; and that the honours of tlme^^ 
and the hopes of immortality, alike depend upon 
the use which they make of tiie summer of their 
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imf^. Abml tM^ Irt ttmn 7e«Mih«r^ thatHJto 
HMffiMSr^f jttHHi iiATe thcdr vwmtim, like Ike seasoM 
9(wAoxe^i asd^ while tkey look aroandtkem taxi 
tee tiie nocm of life (as soo^inies they moMt see it) 
dtakeoed bgF vke^ w^oboMied bjr fcdlj^ l«t it vmm 
ttHmoC the ileignrn to wkkk 13u^ also weexposed^ 
MMi fwetrate 4liem ia pi^i|ier bfdbre the Tbrm^ et 
SkNlf tlnit they nu^ ran tiieir €oiu»o like th» flan 
m his bif^tsess. 

JB. A steepnd class of mcm^ of whose eharaeter 
a&d duties Uie pi^sent seasiOD is descriptive, is that 
of t^e, whcHn the favour of nature, or the fortu- 
aate oireamstauces of education, have raised to 
knowledge^ to wisdopm, and to ^nius. There m 
no resen^lance more familiar to our minds, tha» 
tfiat whioh suhsj^ts between knowledge and light $ 
mxA there is none which more significantly points 
Out tlie great duties whicji are demanded of those 
whom Providenjce has so highly distingukhed. 
They are, in the language of the Gospel, the 
^Mights of the woild,^^ — in the language of the 
text, " the sun when he goeth forth in his might,'' 
— tlie legislators of moral principle and speculative 
opinion 5 and, while others labour at the oar, amid 
the tempestuous sea of life, it is theirs to sit at the 
helm, and guide the vessel of society through the 
perils of the ocean. To extend the boundaries of. 
human knowledge, and enlarge the sphere of liu- 
man power ; to give relief to pain, and consolation 
to wo ; to fix the foundations of present prospe- 
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rity^ uid awakw the ambitioii of immorUl hope { 
to uDveil the spleudours of the Almighty mindi 
and to Qiiite the world in the sublime eentimeitte 
of the love of Him^ and the love of every thing 
that he hath made; these are the mighty endp 
for which knowledge and genias were given^ aad 
to which all tuie wisdom ever strenuously aspiref « 
Let then even the wise be instructed by the pas^ 
ing iime« Let them consider the sun^ which now 
^^goeth forth in his might/'. as the true, emblem 
of their duty. Let them remember that they also 
may give light and joy to the moral world of men ; 
and let them never forget^ that in this they most 
resemble him^ when they break through Ae clouds 
of ignorance and errbur ; — when, with the genial 
rays of truth, they disperse the mists of doubt and 
of fear which had been gathering over the souls 
of men; — ^and when they briijig forward to their 
view the magnificence of nocture, and the benevo- 
lence of the Eternal Mind which governs it.' 

3. There is yet another, and a more numeroies 
class of men, of whose usefulness the present sea- 
son is emblematick ; that of the great and the afflu- 
ent : of those who enjoy the exalted conditions of 
society, and ptesess the awakening powers of 
wealth and influence. It is to this class of our 
congregation that the present season calls me in 
particular to address myself. The annual season 
of pleasure and of business is now drawing to its 
close^ and many of those who hear me are prepar- 
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log to returft to the seats of their anee»tor«> or to 
Ibose poMe^sions^ not less hoBourable^ which their 
own iitdotttry and Iftboar have acqiiiretL 

Every stene of life has its appropriate dnties ; 
^nd 1 trust I shall therefore be for^ven^ if I at* 
^einpt at present to draw year attention to Ihfe 
•salgeet : — ^To the consideration of the dnties and 
^e d)spositions which become those who possesa 
this importiint share in the property of their 
country. 

If it be mifortonate for us, that we often un^^ 
dervalue the blessings we enjoy, it is equally 
unfortunate that we sometinie^ntfdervaliie the use- 
fulness we po^rsess. There is a liiodcsty in good- 
ness, which sometimes leads me& to estimate their 
importance in society too low. There U a eare- 
ledsness, too, which the possession of power ii 
apt to produce, and which renders them uncon- 
HiPoiiHiisi of the erxertions which are demanded of 
them. It is wise in men, thetefore, sometimes to^ 
remore themselves, n» it were, from their own 
situation in life; — to look upon their conditioii 
in the light in which the rest of the world coa^ 
aider it; and thus to return to it with new impres- 
aions of the duties which it demands, and of the' 
opportunities of virtue which it affords them. 

If, in this' view, my brethren, you survey the 
great scene of human isociety, you will see thaC 
the condition in it the most honourable, the mo^ 
important, and the most fruitful of nsefelness, is 
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fltftt^f the proprietor of lfi»4« Other ioen mn^ 
straggle with the worlds befom tbey cm raise 
themselves into distinetioa and iaiueiice. He^ 
on the eontrary^ is bora a rolsr of Hit people^ and 
the same laws wliicli convey to him the title to 
liis lamls^ convey to kim the wel&re or the 
wretchedness of the men who inhabit tbenu His 
opinions^ in mtrnj ways^ beoome the model ^ 
theirs ; — his example is able^^ther to shrengthtt 
ior to sliake their most important principles of 
morality ;-^and his power can make itself felt^ 
even within the walls of the lowest cottage^ 
either in disfl^minating joy^ or diffusing soitirvr. 
From the agitations of the great worlds the ob^ 
«earity of tlie poor renders them happily freej 
Jind^ amid the calm occnpattons of sequestered 
indnstry^ even the inittence of legislation is hot 
Hktantly felt. Bert the ininenee of their landlord 
Is felt in every day and in every oecnpatkm i)i 
their liv^js ; and heulone^ of all tibe various mem- 
liers of society^ has the power of realiai&|; tbt 
beautiful deseription of the Patriareh of old : 
.^When I went out of the gale^the young men 
^^saw me, and hid themselves ; and the aged 
^^amse, and stood up. When the ear heard me^ 
^^ then it blessed me, and when the eye saw me> 
^^ it gave witness uuto me. 1 delivered the poor 
^^aod the father te&a^ lund him that had none to 
i^ lu?1p bhn. The blessing of him that, was ready 
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^^te perish came upon me^ and I eaased the 
^ widow^s heart to sing for joy/' 

Sttch is the l%ht hi i^hieh it is erer wise in 
yoa^ whom ProTldence has called to this impor- 
tant condition of society^ to consider the station 
you fill I and such views it is my present purpose 
to pursue^ by suggesting to yon some of the most 
Kmarkable sources ^ usefulness thie same Provi* 
denee has given you to em{iloy. 

1. The first of theseisin the eDcouragementof 
learnings and in facilitating the means of instruct 
tion. It is a character of our religion^ my bre« 
tbren^ not less distinguished than that ef its being 
accompanied by miraculous assistance^ that ^^ the ^ 
^^ Gospel was preached unto the poor ;'' and it 
has been the effect of it to raise the minds of the 
lower ranks of mankind to a degree of virtue and 
elevation^ which no former ages of the world had 
known. In this mighty desi^ of Providence^ 
you are at. present the agents. In all tiie differ'^ 
%jki ages of Christianity you review, — ^in every 
country you at present survey,— you will find, that 
the character aud the virtue of the people is ever in 
proportion to the facility of their iustruction ; and 
that it is this single cause which has raised them 
from savages into men,-^from slaves into citizens, 
*^a{id from all the grossness of sensual existence, 
into^ the dignified enjoyments of cultivated being. 

If there be something pleasing iu the considera^ 
tion of this power of usefulness which you enjoy,^ 
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ibere is someOikig also rery solemn in the imagi- 
nation of its neglect Ton blame the parent who 
refuses the means of instnietion to his ehild; 
you blame the legislator who provides not the 
elements of education for his people ; and is there 
no blame in the ^ight of God and man which falls 
upon him^ who withdraws frodi those whom 
Providence has given to his care the foundatioii 
of all their improvement^ — ^who withholds from 
the darkened vale of life the radiance which alone 
can cheer it^ — ^and who refuses to the children of 
toil and sufferings the chief compensation which 
Heaven has made them for all their wants and all 
th^ir labours. Is there no blame^ too^ that would 
fall upon the great of this country, in particular^ 
if they were to relax in that attention which their 
ancestors had paid to the education of the people; 
if they were to suffer those institutions to deeay^ 
which have nursed the talents that have given 
to our land a splendour which nature had denied 
it, — and for which the people have proudly paid> 
in every art where genius could be shewn, and 
in every field where glory could be won. 

There is, indeed, a doctrine of another kind; — - 
a doctrine whicfaKWOuld teach us that the IranqniU 
lity of society is only to be maintained by the ig* 
norance of the people, — which, for the sake of the 
few, would consign all the rest of mankind to 
barbarity and gloom — and which would purchase 
the gross repose of rank and affluence by the 
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^aeriice of nil the qtiaUties of immortal maa. ^To 
$ueh a doetrine I need not reply. It b repHed to 
'i^y the indignation of every heart that is akin to 
humanity. It is replied to^ in deeper iones, by 
the history of the worlds and by those t^rifiek 
scenes which our sister island has lately presents 
^d to our view. It is in the annals of her late 
sanguinary story, that you will see what sat the 
fruits of ignorance and barbariiy-^ with what fftdl« 
ity the demagogue and the hypocrite may aet upon 
the minds of an untutored people^^-^and to wliaA 
lengths of savage cruelty they can go, when they 
burst the only fetters that restrain them. It is 
there, my brethren, you will learn,, that, by the 
eternal decree of Heaven, the perfection of society 
is united with the perfection of tlie individual | 
that to improve the lower ranks of men> is to give 
«tability to tlie higher ; and that the peace of 4 
nation can never be so securely trusted, as in tlwi 
hands of those, who share in its prosperity, and 
x; ho are capable of knowing both their rights and 
their duties. 

S. The second means of usefulness which yoi| 
€njoy, is in the power of encouraging industry 
and improvement. In this respect, tliere are n,ih 
Tnntiiges which to you are peculiar. Amid the . 
population of great cities, tlie man of benevolence 
feels his powers altogether inadequate to iiis de- 
sires. The objects of his assistance escape from 
itim, amid the mass of society, and he often sight 
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t[» thiak^ t%At h^ liMfaeoa encouragiog viee, wltild 
lie only meant to assist virtue. To such diffleaU 
ties you are Dot exposed ; — the field of yow be^ 
nevolence lies all before you ; — the characters^ thi^ 
wauttsr^ or the interests of your people, are all famil- 
iar to you : — ^atid, what is still more, the demands 
upon yoor virtue can never exceed your power of 
exerting it, because the same circumstances whicU 
limit or extend your property, Bmit also or extend 
the demands which justice or benevolence can 
make upon you. 

How numerotis are the opportunities whiclisnch 
a situation affords to a noble mind for the exercise 
of active Tirtue ! Seated in the midst of an obedi- 
ent and humble people, how many are the bless- 
ings which even common kindness may diffuse. 
if it be the young who are wandering into ^rrour 
or folly, it is your advice which best can restrain, 
and most effectually warn them. If it be talents 
land genius which are struggling in obscurity, it 
is your hand whn^h can raise them up, and lead 
them into the road of honour and independence. 
If it be misfortune which bows down the poor 
man^s head, and makes him l^ok to futurity with 
tears, it is your pity and forbearance which can 
give him more than wealth, and rekindle anew 
the spirit of industry, and the hope of better days. 
If it be the grey hairs of the decayed labourer 
which bend before you, it is you who can give 
them shelter, and, in some little corner of your 
land, let them fall to the grave in peace. 
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How well^ foo^ is this eihiation suited to tiie 
exercise of female hamanity! and^ in the seeuef 
far from the torbalent pleasures of fashionable life> 
Jiow well may female virtue exert its noblest pow- 
ers ! To be the patterns and the protectors of their 
sex, — to cherish the purity of domestick virtue, — 
to guide the mother'a hand in the rearing of her 
children, and teach to them the important lessons 
of religious education and domestick economy, — ^to 
awaken, by kind praise, the ambition of the young, 
and to sooth, with lenient hand, the sorrowa of the 
old, — these are the opportunities which such situ- 
ations afford to female benevolence ; the means 
by which they may exalt the character, and ex- 
tend the virtues of their sex ; and shed upon the 
lowly cottage of the peasant, blessings which can 
compensate for all its wants, and all its poverty. 

Nor think, my brethren, that, in this detail of 
beneficence, there is little use, or that these simple 
virtues perish with the day that gives them birth. 
It is they, in fact, which have given its character 
to our land, — and which, knitting by insensible 
means the affections of the people to their masters, 
have maintained, in many an hour of danger, the 
rights and the liberties of all, and spread the 
riches of cultivation which distinguish our country. 
And even now the traveller, as he passes, can 
mark, both on tiie face of nature and on the face 
of man, whether it is by wisdom or folly, — by be- 
nevolence or by cruelty, that the district he sur- 
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teys is governed ; — mA^ while he sighfl at the 
MMriMty which folly causes^ aad the misery wh^h 
oppression has pvodaeed^ he leaves Us UesMig oa 
titose fields wMeh ikt wisdom (tf the landlofd has 
made fertile^ and <m those men whom his benefit 
TOBee has made happy. 

8. The third means of asefulness you enjoy^ is 
in the power of promoting religion and pie^. I 
am speaking to Christians^ to ttiose who know the 
value of religion^ and who have felt how Itttte 
every other possession is able to give peaee to the 
heart of man* Let me then remind yon^ that it is 
still more necessary to the lower ranks of soeiety^ 
— ^that it is religion which farmB thdr only sei* 
ence^-^that it is from it their deepest sense of duty 
springs^ — and that^ in the hc^es which it brings, 
they find the sole bat mighty compensation for all 
the toils they undei^o, and all the ineqnaliiies 
they experience. Of this master«spring of human 
happiness and human virtue^ you have in a great 
measure the command^ and it is your example 
which must determine whether you are to preside 
over a pious or an abandoned people* 

It is said* indeed^ that in this respect there is a 
relaxation in the manners of the age, and that the 
opulent and great have become remiss in their dis- 
charge of the publick duties of religion. I hope 
at least that it is not so. I trust that there is nei* 
tfaer so little wisdom, nor so little piety in those 
who ought to be the models of both ; for no con- 
19 
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dttct i^t emld te MiimeAf coald be mm^vmmm^ ^ 
or more craeL 

. It ware unwise, wrely^ to ttB$etils all tbe ISwiR- 
datidns oi AvAj in the minda of the piiepl0^----to 
reiBove tbose m%fa<y lobligiU^ians which alone can 
perman^itly reconcile them to a eondition of infe- 
rioritj and toil^-^and to lead them to ima^ne that 
the ioisqnaUties they witness were ^t tbe design 
of that Pfoytdenee which they revere^ hat the e& . 
fects only of hnman power and human i^justim* 

It were cruel far nrare^ toiisinui^ among theni^ 
either by language or cowia(^f a si&gle doubt with 
raipect to the feundattans ^ their relig|0%*—to 
wrest from them^ even by Mrelessness or It^rity^ 
any of those ccmsolations on which the head oi 
poYoity and age may rest^ — w to dim, to their be- 
lieving eye, those hopes and expect^ions which 
irradiate thajt humble grave whfiw ^' &e weary'' 
Icmg ^^ to be at test/' 

Alas ! my brethren, it were erael also to your- 
selves. Life, witii all its poww, and all its riches^ 
must have an end ; and there is an hmr emmng^ 
when all will be forgot but the use that has been 
made of them* In tlmt hour, you would dread to 
think, that your eiKami^ bad be^i the ewse even 
of present smrow to your people^^^-that your se- 
verity had embittered the happiness of those whmft 
you might have blessed, or your vices eoutamina* 
ted the purity of their ancient manners. Alas 1 to 
ii not still mcare awfiil to tirnkp that y#ur exMOj^ 
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jiifty pc^ncftamte into «tmrity;-^tlitt ymr levify 
Biay have raised doabts which ended in nnbelief | 
that your carelessness nay have taught the inmple 
to throw €#tti^ yoke 6f rsl%ion ^-^and that, in the 
fiflfftl min 0f those Mttis which the provide&ee of 
God had consigned to ysur care^ you yonrselves 
may have been the fatal instfoments. 

8ueh then an the nrtues which may be exerted^ 
and the means of nsefolness which may be em« 
ployed by those whom Providence iias placed in 
this favcmred conditiott of soriety. Go, then, my 
brethren^ — ^retom from the fatigues of business^ 
and thetnmult of unreal pleasure^ to the calm joy 
and the dignified occupations of mral life ! Return^ 
bat like the son ^^when he goeth forth in his 
^^ might/' to give beauty to the scenes of nature^ 
and happiness to the dwellings of men. It is 
yonr noblest character to be conudered as the 
fathers of your people. Go then, and to the young 
impart Ac means of instruction, — and spread the 
li^t of knowledge amid the obscurities of life, 
and maintain the proud distinetion which learning 
has given to your country. Go, and awaken in 
manhood the spirit of industry, and give to the 
hand of labour the hope of independence, and ex- 
ert that noblest charity which is not satisfied with 
relieving poverty, but which prevents it. Go, still 
more, and be the << leaders of your people in the 
^^ way of ri^teousness f^ and while you employ 
tiie henevolMce of men in guiding them in peace. 
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through things temporal^ employ the greater be- 
nevolence of Ghrbtians^ in goiding them in hope 
to things etemaL 

Nor ask for a reward of your labours. To be 
thus employed is itself happiness* It is to be fel- 
low- workers with the Father of Nature^ in the 
prosperity of his people. It is to give men to 
society, — citizens to your country^ — and children 
to your God. 
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SERMON XL 



ON THE THANKSGIVING FOR THE VICTORY AT TRA- 
FALGAR. 



St. Matthew xvii. 4. 

** Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord ! it is good for 
us to be here.'* 

Whbx our Saviour carried his disciples up into 
the mount, and was transfigured before them^ we 
read, in this chapter, that St. Peter, overpowered 
with the vision of glory which he was permitted 
to see, exclaimed, in holy rapture, ^^ Lord, it is 
^^ good for us to be here !" It is good for us to be 
raised above the lower world, and to witness this 
manifestation of the majesty of Him by whom thoa 
art sent ; that we may return again into the world 
with deeper conviction of thy divinity, and that 
thou art the beloved Son, whose voice it is our 
duty to hear ! 

With such feelings of devout gratitude, I trust, 
we are now assembled in the House of God, and 
have joined in those accents of praise which oa 
this day rise from every corner of our land. We 
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ai^ assembled to eomiiieiiKnrate one of those sigoA 
deliveraiiees which reach to tiie foandatton and 
stability of orar empire.— We have seen the pro- 
tracted anxiety of years^ dispersed^ as it were^ 
by the (wreath of Heaven; and, accustomed as we 
are to the possession of national glory^ we have 
seen it awaken, as if with accumulated lustre, and 
shed over the year which is about to elose,« 
splendour unknown to any former age. 

In such moments there is a command, superiour 
even to that of the sovereign or- the legislature, 
which summons us into the temple of God, and 
leads us to join that multitude who, in receiving 
common blessings, are ardent to express their com- ' 
Bton praise, tt is an instthct descriptive of our 
nature, and productive of sentiment that become 
ns ; it tinitei the concerns of earth widi the larsri 
of Heaven ; it raises us firom onfinary thought, to 
the conceptions of him in whose hand all ^^ the 
^^ nations of the earfli are as the dust in the Iml- 
^^ ance f^ — and, amid the miseries of nations, it 
leads us to tlie anticipation of that ftnal state, when 
there shall be ^ war and tears no more.*^ 

If, indeed, it tv'ere only to swifll tile note of 
pubHck exultatiott> that assemblies of this kind 
were summoned, — ^if it were to cherish iiattonal 
ranity by the sanguhiary nt<3ftA of achievement, or 
to inSame national malignity by an inhnman tri- 
umph otei' the chains 6f the captive, or the ai»bes 
of the fiitlen;«-4[ know not that humati sispiety 
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eeBld affwd m dark a Mese of {Kofluaalieiu In 
8Mh MwmbliM no CkrirtHui. spirit would breathe^ 
and on sneh kearts no graee of Heaven conUL da* 
seend. It ig for nobler enda^ that^ on days tike 
tkeae, tbe wise and tbe good foUov ibe nu^titnde 
into the House of God^ It is to sanctify^ with all 
tte solemnity of rdigioas impranion^ tbeir Iotb of 
their eonntry. It is to reeal to mind the blessings 
which the Providenoe of Heavm hath shed over 
their land. It is to weigh the obligations which 
these blesskigs create^ and thns to.propare their 
minds for the diseharge of those duties which their 
country may in feture d^naad of them^ whether in 
peace or in war* 

There is a love <tf onr country which is inharent 
in human nature^ which is felt by the savage as 
well as the eitiem^ and which no artiftce of sophis- 
Uf can eradicate from the bosom of man. But^ in 
the thoni^ts of a wise paib there are other circum* 
stanees to be weighed ; he wUl be disposed to jus- 
tify to himself these original anticipations of nature^ 
and to considw well whether the character or the 
conduct of his nation sanctions that instinctive lovo 
which nature hae taught lum* In snch an inquiry 
tiiere will probably be three princq[ial subjects of 
his examination^-— Whether tiie land to which he 
belongs be diatingHished by tbe purity of Us n\u 
giotts fidth? Whether it baa accomplished the 
great ends of aooial union? And whether it haa 
been uistrumental to the han^joesi and welfare of 
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mankind ? These three inqairies M91 the ivf dest 
investigation into the eoftdnct and eharaeter of na- 
tiong ; and it is ndth a sense df thankfulness, which 
langiMge wonld in vain attempt to express, <3ial I 
am able^ even from this plaeey to say^ ^^ That it k 
^^ good for as to be herc.^^ 

1, Our first sufcgeet of thankfolness to Heaven 
18^ that we are the inhabitants of a land, over whieh 
the genuine light of the gospel has been kmg diC 
fiised. Of the importance of religion to the imnMHr* 
tal eoneerns of man^ it is the permanent dnty of 
tMs place to speak. In the present mom^t^ it ria 
of another considerati^ I wish to remind jou^ — 
of the importance of the purity of reUg^oas faitii to 
the temporal happiness of man, and of the rank in 
which it stands in the enamerf^ti<m of mijonal 
blessings. On this great sulfect^ I have no occa* 
sion to descend to reasoning. We stMtfl npim an 
eminence from which we ean descry the past and 
the present, and from which every aspect of man- 
kind tells us, ^^ that it is good for us to be here«'' 
If we look to the past, we may discover, in thi^ir ViS.- 
nous forms, those images of terrour which pec^l^ 
the darkness in which men dwelt, until they were 
^^ visited by the Day-spring from on high.'' If we 
look to the present, we may see the natioAS around 
us still involved in gloom, and struggUng with the 
chains which ignorant or artifice have imposed 
upon the minds of men j — ^we may see the io:&uence 
of a benevolent religioi^ wrerted to the purposes of 
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temporal or spiritual atibkioa ;— -we may see tlie 
bode of life sealed from those to whom it was 
give%^4he best ebarities of hamaii life poisoned 
ia the souree from which they springs — and the 
Boblest powers c^ oaderstandiiig degraded by the 
terrours of a dark and artful superstition. It is 
here, if any where in the history of man^ that reli- 
pioh has best displayed its powers to bless hama« 
Bity ;— ^it is in tlus land^ where* uniting its mighty 
antielpatioiis witfi the dietates of natural conscience^ 
it has carried its inioenee into the common busU 
ness and bosoms of me% md lent to morality the 
aid of its prevailing sanction. But^ most of all^ it 
is here ^^ that the gospel has been preached unto 
^' the poor ;'^ that, to the majestiek multitude of the 
people, it has diffused its equal laws^ and equal 
blessings; and that the infant tongue is taught 
tiiiose magnificent doctrines^ which give^ at once^ 
digRity to life, and hope to immortality. 

£• The second subject of our thankfulness to 
Beaven^ is, that we are the subjects of a govern- 
ment which has^ in no common degree, . accom- 
plished the ends of social union. Upon this sub- 
ject, it were in vain for me to address you. — ^There 
i% in every bosom, not enly a consciousness but a 
pride in its truth ; and in this view, also, when we 
look in bther lands upon the convulsions of anar-, 
ehy^ or the deep lethai^ of despotick power, we 
ieel, that ^^ it b good for us to be here.'' We are 
the dtisens of a country, which has accomplished 
90 
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beyond what the annals of man have hitberto eat^ 
hibited^ the union of publick power and private 
liberty ; — whieh has blended the might of politic 
cal combination with the energy of individaaLex* 
ertion, — and whieh has awakened all the powers 
that contribute to national prosperity^ by the free-* 
dom whieh it gives to their exerdse* 

We are the members of « constitution which is 
founded upon the rights of the snl^d;;-wftlcli 
has marked with a firm hand the boimdaries of 
legitimate power^ and of just allegiance ; and 
which contains in itself that principle of ameliiMra- 
tion^ by which it can accommodate itself to the 
widest exigencies of national progress* Nor ia 
this all^ nor are these blessings the distributions 
only of climate or of chance. We are the descend- 
ants of men^ who have purchased them to us with 
their blood ; — we are the heirs of those^ who^ in 
many a long age of glory^ have combated oppres- 
sion in the senate^ and withstood it in the field ;-~ 
and whose wisdom and valour have left to the 
northern soil which gave them birth, disttnctions 
of a nobler kind, than ever were bequeathed by 
eastern opulence, or by classick fame. 

3. It is our last subject of thankfulness to 
Heaven, that we are the inhabitants of a country^ 
which perhaps, beyond all others, has been in- 
stramental to the progressive welfare of the human 
race. In the sublime designs of Providence for 
the progress of mankind, the various nations of 
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ilie eftrth have been ministering in their day to 
tUs BUigniicent end ; and while they seemed only 
to be consnltiBg their own interests, have, un- 
known to themselves, been collecting for posterity 
the maxims of publiek good, and the laws of gen- 
eval prosperity. It is upon this subject, also, with 
Ao common sentiments of exultation, that the in- 
habitants of this land can look back to the ages 
that are passed, and consider what their forefathers 
have done in every line of action or of intellectual 
glory. Whatever art can accomplish in the im- 
prov^nent of nature, or science discover in the 
investigation of its- laws; — whatever of national 
;prosperity freedom can attain amid the tranquil- 
lities of peace, or of national glory bravery can 
earn amid the hardships of war — these are the 
monuments of this country's fame, and the marks 
which she leaves of her existence to the future 
ages of men. Even in the hour in which I speak, 
while clouds and darkness are upon the future, 
she yet assumes the authority of greatness, and 
stands in the 'majestick attitude of the protectress 
of nations. While some have bowed even their 
imperial heads beneath the feet of usurpation, and 
xrthers shrunk into the baseness and cowardice of 
neutrality,— •she alone has stood forward in the 
defence of the independence of mankind, firm in 
her strength, and confident in her justice : And, 
if the liberty of the world be yet to be regained, 
it is her hand which is to describe the circle 
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witkin which lawless power ia to be coufiheA^ nmSt 
her voiee whieh is to say to the unhallowed torreat 
of victory, ^^ hitherto shalt tho» con^, and no far-* 
/^ ther, and here shall thy proud waves be siaid.'^ 

Such, my brethren, aire the national btesttogfi 
which it is the business of days like these to cou^ 
memorate, and such the remembrances with 
which the wise and the good will join the molii^ 
tade of their people, and prostrate tbeiasekes he^ 
fore the Throne of God, Yet, while thm hearte 
boni, and while their thoughte are sanctified by 
the ioleninities of worship, there is a ^bob^h 
which will involuntarily arise. What are (he obliga^ 
tioQs which these blessings create ? AmA whai arer 
the duties which we are called upon to perfwn?*. 

To these questions there is no difficult Miswer^ 
To an ancient people, the past Is the iwtnwter 
of the future. — ^To a people who inh^it glory^ tlm 
line of their duty is prescribed* When we lo^ 
forward into the darkness of coming tune, thi^ 
shades of our ancestors arise, and ppint out to uft 
the path in which we should trei^d ; and a voic% 
seems to issue from their tombs, which tells us, that 
our duties consist in wisdom to maintain the bles^ 
sings they have left us, and in bravery to defend 
them. 

1. To the first of these I feel that it is not n^w mj[ 
duty to call you. There wa3 indeed a time (and 
the hearts of many still throb at the rememfaorance^) 
when exhortations of this kind seemed not to Im 
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iinneeessary. There ytm a time^ wheii^ in Ih^ 
passion for ionovatioii^ the experience of ag^ 
seemed to have been forgot, and when, amid the 
warm visions of political enthusiasm, all the sober 
ties which bind society together seemed likely to 
be dissolved. That timfe has passed. The meteor 
which arose to illuminate the world, has been ex- 
tinguished in blood. The dark tragedy of anoth* 
er eonntry has been performed ; and, while it has 
left a lesson to appal the ^^ rulers of mankind,^^ it 
has been also prodigal of instruction to restrain 
the ^^ madness of the people/^ The scenes of its 
tremendous progress the steady eye of this conn- 
try has followed with observation; and now, con- 
centrating its wisdom and its strength, it has tak- 
en, I doubt not, its last resolve, to (»aiK»r no un- 
hallowed hand to toiteh that ark of our constitutkm, 
which contains at once the gospel of our fkith, and 
the charter of our freedom. 

S. It is still less necessary, my brethren, that I 
should seek to animate you to the second «ef those 
duties you owe your country, which eonsistsr in the 
bravery to defend it. Tet there is a cloud which 
sometimes arises to the eye of a thoughtful man, 
to darken this interesting prospect. There i» 
something in the opulence of nations, which has 
hitherto been found hostile to national virtue ; and, 
amid the long sunshine of prosperity, there is a 
malignant s[Hrit of selfish interest apt to arise, 
which witibers the proudest promises of national 
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greafaiess. It is now to be seen^ whether this ma» 
lignant spirit has also corrupted us.*— It is to be 
8ee% whether, like the nations that have preceded 
os^ our heart also is cold^ and our arm feeble ; 
and whether we also can be contented to resign 
the long glories which Onr fathers have left us, 
and to sink into the mass of tributary nations.-^ 
No, my brethren, I cannot fear it 1 cannot fear 
it, from flie magnanimily with which the great «nd 
the opulent of our country have resigned all the 
enjoyments of tiieir rank, to marshal themselves 
foremost in the ield of contest. I cannot fear it, 
from the ardour with which, every where, the 
young of our people have rushed to arms, and 
swelled the ranks of national independence! But 
least of all can I fear it, from the calm intrepidity 
with which the poor man has ranged himself be- 
neath the banners of his country,— ^with which he 
has identified his fate with it, — and sworn to the 
God of his Fathers, never to surrender to the 
chains of a tyrant the free-bom hands of his ehiU 
dren. — Gome the conflict when it may, I trust 
(in words never to be forgotten,) that every man 
WILL DO HIS duty; and, if once more the fleets of 
an invading enemy are to cover flie ocean, I trust 
that, once more also, they will be scattered upon 
the deep, and perish in the waves they have in.- 
suited. 

8. There is yet another duty, my brethren, to 
which, upon this day^ we are called. While ths 
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ToiM cf tluuiki^viiig remwds through our land^ 
there is a note.of sonow which mingles with it^ — 
and while the people speak only of.glory^ thei:e are 
mourn^rs^ who speak of the gruves of those by 
whom it has been won. 

Of that ILLUSTRIOUS HAN^ whose memory is now 
present to every hearty and whose loss has dimmed 
the eye of publick exultation^ I have not the conft- 
denee either to attempt the praise or to deplore the 
lall. I remember that th^re is a silence more im- 
pressive than w<Hrds ; and still more^ that there is 
a veil drawn by the hand of Heaven^ between 
^^ the spirit that enters into the joy of his Lord^'^ 
and those feeble accents of mortal praise that fol- 
low its ascension. Galled into being to decide 
the fate of nations^ and to bear the vengeance of 
Heaven upon the oppressors of mankind^ he has 
fulfilled his mighty destiny ; and he has left a 
name before which the generations of men will 
bow^ when the monuments which a grateful coun- 
try now meditates to his fame^ shall have moul- 
dered in their ruins. 

There are other memories^ my brethren^, that 
demand your gratitude ; — ^there are parents whom 
your ^fence has bereaved of their children ; — 
there are widows^ whose tears bedew the wreath 
of glory which the arms of their husbands have 
earned ;— -there are orphans^ whose innocent eyes 
are lifted to their country^ and who seek in vain 
their &thers who have bled tof it 
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I cftif ttot inralt ilie 111601017 ^ ^^ lieioi<^ dmd, 
by asking your charity tot tiuMe who were dear to 
fihem. I will say^ that it is the debt of justice and 
of generosity:-^! will say^ that there is no noUe 
heart that will not be proad to contribote to the 
welfare of those who have lost every thing but 
liononr : — t will say^ that the noblest mdnum^ 
yon ean raise to tiheir ashes^ is^ to shew that your 
generosity can eqnal their valonr. 

We are now about to {Mirt^ and to return into 
Hie world to our several ocei^pation. Yet^ ere 
We separate^ while one affieetion unites us> and 
while our hearts beat one sentiment of praise^ let 
us pray for oar eoantyy :— Let us pray, ^fcat> over 
the conntiess multitudes which are this day at^sem*- 
bled before the Tbitme of God, the same spirit 
may descend which onee animated bis chosen 
people ;-^that the valour of the memorable day 
whbh we now commemorate, may be perpetuated 
to our last generation ; — and that^ whatever majf 
be the coming dangMs which may assail our coun*^ 
try, there never tnay be wantii^ the heart to love^ 
tmd the arm to defend it» 
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ON EVIL COMMUNICATION. 

1 COEUfVBIAKS Xr. 33fe 

'* Be out deceived : evil cominiiiiicatioDS eomipt good manners.^ 

There is no prospect mote paiafal to a tlKNight^ 
ful mindy than that mf the first eommeneenient of 
Vice or folly in the human character. It is pleas* 
ing to us to look upon the openings of human 
nature ; amid the years of infancy^ to see the grad» 
nal expansion of the youthltal mind in benevolence 
and knowledge ; and to anticipate that futare state 
of maturity^ when all these promises shall be ac* 
complished^ and the character terminate in viitne 
and in nsefhlnei^s. How painful/ on the contrary^ 
is it^ (eten to the unconnected spectators,) to see 
all these hopes disappointed^-i^to see the spring of 
life untimely blasted by some malignant powe^ 
which withers all the blossoms of virtae, and 
closes all the expectations we had formed of their 
opening being ! Even of the feeblest characters we 
still lament to see the degradation. If we had 
SI 
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fbrmed no hopes of their hme^ we at least enter- 
tained hopes of then* goodness ; — if they had n^t 
been distingaished, we think, they might yet have 
been innoeent. In the obscority of private virtue^ 
they might have ^Hed the life of the righteous/' 
ftall of peaee and hope^ and ^^ their latter Md^' 
mi^t at last ^ have been like his." 

On this subject, I shall at present Bttl>mit to yoa 
some reflections. It is a subject at all times im- 
portant to the young, and even to us, my brethren, 
of more advaneeid ye&rs, fiiere are considerations 
that render it interesting^ and shew us how impor- 
tant is the share which we have in forming the 
tllaMcter Mid tile hap^ness of those that are to 
wieeeed Mw There m somi^tfiing also in the time^ 
mA vmtaiied to your reflections. We have all 
.'beett ^i%aged in the most important solemnity of 
4fm reKgion ; and many of the young among us 
4ftve visited the taUe of their Lord, and taken up- 
tm tiimiscslves the vows of the i^spel^ and entered 
into fliAt tdmiiiuiukm, whbh I truist is to be to 
4keA alt ilie |gate of Heaveii. At such a time, it 
is wise In us iill to ^^ call our ways to remem- 
<^bnm€e,'^'-^iB the young to remember thejourncgr 
lipott which they are goin^ — in the elder to re- 
tten^r the e:kample they are affording. 

1. In ahnimt every ei^e the young begin weU. 
TKty coin otvt ^f the bsatfd ^f nature pure and 
tncontopted^ dictftosibd to kindness, to generosity, 
and to gratitude; ardtiirit m the* acquisition of 
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l(DOwl*dee^ 99A aiuuoM ta deserve ihe lore f nd 
ihe esteem of th^ge wbo n^ abcmi them* Sueb 
16 (he ehnaeter of humanity in its esjrlier jfeMf 1 
mtttil the age of pleasiire aa4 of pa^isio^ e^YM* 

At' that eYentful age^ a new set of opwioni| ^4 
emptioRs b^gin to arise in thw mpda ;-^th/& B(|ah 
for distin^tioii expands; — desire^ of pleasii|«) 
awaken; — teliiptatiwft sufcound theoji on ^verj 
side^ while experieoee hf s not yet ae^red t)if 
power of f^slstance, — i^nd t^^s the road 99fiW 
Vpm thevfi which leads to folly oir to vi^^ Fo^ 
all this^ however^, the ipri^doia of ^iai iirho QMid^ 
them hath bountifully prqiared^ by the tim^ity 
and modesty whieh he hath added to the ehasiier 
ter of youth. While they are thus tempted If 
<&igoyinent, they are^ at the same time, beyond aojy 
pther period of life^ fearful of doing wrong; they 
are fearful of entering upon scenes when ikmf 
eonsciousness of ignorauee tells them &ey are as 
yf^t unfit to appear ; they are fearful of losing the 
esteem and love of their early friends ; and irtill 
pore^ if they have been virtuously brought up^ 
they are fearful of losing the favour of God^ an4 
]M9 pifotection uppn their future y^ars. By these 
wis« and simple mc^ns^ the Almighty hath pro- 
iFldfd for the wet^knes^ of the young ; and^ even 
ya (jhe hours of ignorance, hath given them f 
guardian in th^ own breasts^ superiour to all th^ 
vi^dom of man^ to save th^m from the dangers of 
|iawi«li »ud in^j^perience. 
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If, EMordingly, the ydmig were left mt\yisb 
natare and themselves, it is reasoiiftble to think 
that fliey might pass this importaat period of life 
without danger; and that whatever might be the 
strength of their passions, diildenee and con- 
science wonid be snAcient to command them. 9iit 
unhappily fcr them, and unhappily for the world, 
It is at this time, that « evil communications^ begin 
to assail them ; that they are deceived by the pro- 
mises of vice and folly j and that all the purity of 
early life is sometimes sacrificed, even at their 
entry upon this important world. 

It is not my purpose at present, my brethren, 
to state the progressive steps of this melancholy 
Mfrtory ;— to show how the love of pleasui^e un- 
dermines the energy and dignity of the human 
mind; — how the society and companionship of 
evil gradually breaks down all the fine delicacy 
and timidity of youth ; — and how habits of evil 
jgi*adually assume a power superiour to con* 
science, and wind around the soul those chains of 
guilt which no common incident can afterwards 
dissolve. A voice more powerful than that of 
this place, the voice of experience, speaks to the 
young of truths like these ; — ^it tells them of many 
examples of those who began life with every 
favourable prospect, and who have closed it in 
early years, under every circumstance of misery 
and disgrace; — it tells them, that all this, the 
most disastrous spectac][e upon which their eyes 
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can open^ bflw been the frdit of ^^evil eemmatiica- 
^Mon ;'^ and H warns iliem ^^io keep their turn 
^hteiti wifli all di^ence^ far out of them miist 
^ also be the iMMi of their future lives.^^ 

If raeh ioisiiuiees eau awaken, then tothonj^t 
and meditattoii^ tiiere are seme reflections wbieh it 
is wise in them^ at this time, to cherish. It is wise 
in thenii in the first ^aee^ to remember the impor- 
tenee (tf that feeling of delicacy and fearfulness of 
doing wron^ which is the most uniable chacacter- 
Istick of their age. Let not the ridicule or rudeness 
of the wwld preTail upon them to abandon this first 
friend of their youth. It is not tlie language of 
men^—it is none other than the voice of 6od>^ — ^the 
voice of Him who made them for happiness and 
inimortality ; and who^ in these early hours^ speaks 
to them by a secret instinct^ to warn them of all 
that is fatal or disgraceful to their nature; and^ 
would they attend to it^ would they make it the 
simple standard by which to determine their con- 
duct^ the most eventful years of life would pass in 
security and innocence^ and maturity open upon 
them with every promise of virtue and honour* 

8. It is wise in them^ in the second place^ tQ 
reflect for what it is that they were born^ and in 
what consists the real happiness of mortal life. 
Touth^ as well as age^ has its seasons of medita*. 
tion^ and it is ever with a thoughtful and anxious 
eye that they look down upon the great scene upon 
which they are about to enter. That scene has 
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two priiifi%tal iMidQnis to Amf thjiH; i|tfc»t f { 
thofift wkoni evil otnmiiiiiMtMixi ^ «id4ilM<t ^ mm 
ai^ di^mee ; and thai of tlmiQ wIhmi ff^timmwt^ 
in good mamiets liai led to boMtti^ Uk ^hUm^Wh 
and to happiaeas. la vifiwing 4Ua AOine^ l^ them 
never forget^ that to qm of otheir of tkMl^ okHfU^r 
ten they muat bekm§ ;^p<«^tiuU tiioe iftd nn^HMfiiWl^. 
pressiag them cm to act upon ti^^ ata^^e ^ibifsk tk^* 
DOW only belMM ; — and tk^ wory tbiag thfUk. w 
dear to tbem^ every Mog for whioh thty wwiM 
wish to Mve^ depends apon the wise pwt. ^ikfish 
they now take^ and whioh^ if flrmly U^m^^ h^ tl|% 
gmee of Ood^ will never he taken fr«iiii thm- 

8. It is wise in them^ in the laal fkms (a lo^fe 
beyond the worlds and to c^Misider thetiqftl dentins 
of their being. Eveiy thiag* taHt lhe]% tj|Ml| ij^, 
were not bom for a far»isitQry* m^ie^ and #%| 
gospel in which they were Imftiai^dr hm *mv^ 
IJiem^ that ^^ life and immortal]^ nrs b^msht, i^ 
^^ lights" by Uim who died for tbem. l^t ikm^ 
leam^ the% the importance of that eso^tw w wh|^ 
is given t|iem^ and the magnUndo of tUcpc hfVAi 
and expectations te which th^y ajre cf4lfd» {|a 
theydrei^d^ (with the nati|9al generoftlty «f ypuj^^^) 
to come short of these expectatioo^L t^ {ilif^k ^3^ 
these hopes^ and in the aw&l hoiU^ of 9m\ j^l4fti 
ment to be exoladed from the. kingAwi <«f ^^A} 
Let them then reHAember, that it is oyiI e(wiMWia|¥M| 
which is the dei^dliest enemy of tilflif pi^«^ ^ 
enemy against whom i% ia modi ihm d^OfliafiH ^ 
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fWrlMti^; tlttUt lb IhMWhMlmBW often willitoed 
all tte prmAmtfi of ^miA^ whieh opened as ftit m 
tiftfirowti^ slid telikii haft covered tiie remahickr 
^ life 1M9 f^miQr M i^oom and Hro. 

Bftfli^ tajr t^Nsthfreii^ af^ some of tke i^ootlons^ 
trlkteft^ Vpon thk snljeet^ teeome Ae yoong. 
^9h<^ flfl^ Ofltets Whkli tieeome ns-^'^liicli beciNBB 
<ftOse wlrt> have tfititneod farther in life, and whose 
tSiiMt%6t«lii liaVe aftsmned some de^e of eosMt- 
^hk^ k1i4 Ibrm. The yofmg, as we see, are oiten 
%!iiMrMpMt^ hnt I fear it i» not, in gmeral, fay the 
^ontd^ Ihaft Miey atfe e€»iii^ted, — by those o( their 
<»wn ti^y htfd Ibelr tfwn inexperience. The trath 
% tiat li ^ttoi^toee Hiis tni^h^ eflfeot t^on hnman 
Vlrtiire, 16 M^ak doWn all tive barfiers «f nradtesty 
%Mi tiMfid%> to iAMivm t|[e ilfetates of eonscienee, 
niM fliMtotv6tt.ll the fiahite of earlier pnrity, re^res 
a ttttMl iftoM ptffvWirflil inflnence than the yoimg ^aare 
^»<lltfl$lO >4el4 to Mi«ir fellown; It is theexanple 
^ 4ioi» HX % InMre 1i#rMeed age> the influenee cif 
«MM 1HM OH^y tank, and wealth, and islents, 
IMiftSh M>e«!RYy Ude^niMie to the prodootion of this 
JOMil MSiteM. AWd «o itl^ my elder bNAhreh, it is a 
^t«flftofMk df 116 «Miflidft lnteire^,^that ow folly 
%hd Ini^MMlteii^e ihay thtfs pdmn the minds of the 
fmffb, tttfd intt^duee gi^ and w« into ^ innocmt 

^. Inhere is, in the ilMt place, ain ^^ evil commu^ 
'^^ hidiMoii'^ lo the youtlg, wMtih proceeds from the 
^ihfta^'«( ilnA: and iiAhienee. These are the Ugh 
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a»d theyalmdtiiiiaii0ii»af life^ to wliidi a» ottioii 
natarally look up^ — and it is their maimers wbkf^ 
neMflBarily give tfae tdofi aad fasbion to.tbair a^« 
Of what valae therefore i« ii to ereiy n^f wfafw 
these maoBers ^^ are fouikd in ^ way of.ri^lrteiHis- 
^^ D^g ;^^ when povTer m» eamrted in the mppc^ ^ 
piety and vistae^ — ^aad weaMi ei^kijred in daaigiis 
€i poUkk aftd j^vato naelulwap. Of whiit laAfil 
eenieqaence^ ma the eimtrai^^ 19 it to every gme- 
ration^ when &e reverse is the easfi, — ^wfien raafc 
and fashion are only theleadfers of .£3Dy:9ia«^ wh^ 
riehes are employed in vioe and sordM disii^^tion ; , 
-*-and^ what is evf»i worse^ when th^ manflten^v of 
the higher ranks of mankind are asaiwliUed to a0 
that is base or degrading m the. lower. Hoif 
many^ alas ! of the young are ttie vkiims of theiii^ 
abuses of prosperity ! how. imx^f wh««&th» fiipe^ 
nation of this rank ha^ led unawares into eaBti;aTa,r 
gance and folly ;**^who9 deeeive^d by exaggerated 
hopes^ or sedueed hy fantastlck manners^ have 
forgot their cimdition^ deserted their most impor- 
tant duties^ and permitted the most vahiahle yeaca 
of life to pasfi away in idleness, and prod%ality ! 
Bbw many^ I fear, who, £rom the same eanse, have 
^ne farth(^ on in misery ; who, acquiring, habits 
of dissipation altogether onsuited to their means, 
now fill up the melancholy catalogue of adventui^e^ . 
of every base description ; and who look back^ 
with unavailing sorrow, upon the fatal hour which 
first led them from the sobriety of early life, into 
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tkt iMiety qI thoM who pcMNWtt pros^i^ ottly to 
abase it. 

Hi There b^ hi tiie seeMd phce^ an evil muh- 
umineatioo to the yoiiBgy which ariees fhmi the 
abMe iff learnii^ attd toleato. Of all the ^i^pley- 
fitento ^ Imman wisdmB^ Um AoUe«t oeHatQlyi aad 
the iRMt geanine ia^ that of the kiirtnletioa of the 
igootaiice^ and the rapport of the ianoeeaee of 
;)roolb. Yet the worU shews us^ tluit thefo are 
laeti Who ha?e deserted this suUmest doty^ — wlio 
please themselves ki ipreadiBg doubt a&d unbe- 
lief^--^gd^ onder the magieal name of pngadice^ 
who delight to employ their powers in withdrawing 
all the moiA saered [mne^les of religion and mo* 
nlity. I stop not at present to tell^ my brethren^ 
from what weldc vanity this inhuman eonduct pro- 
eeeds. I stop not to point out to yon the tremen- 
dous elfeets which such doctrines have had^ and 
ever must have upon the minds of the youngi I 
would only recal to your remembrance^ that, in this 
evH^ we of elder years are concerned ; that for 
their first and deepest sentiments of religion and 
Virtoe^ the young must ever look up to us ; that it 
is not ou# teildus^ but our careless conversation^ 
Which shews them the secret of our minds ; that 
the levity of humour or of wit, is more fatal to their 
hearts than aU the reasonings of infidelity ; — and 
tiufti if we coaM leave them tfie wealth of worlds, 
we never could repay them^ if we leave in their 
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tender min^ one seed or monl doidbt^ or oite 
principle of religione skepticieiD. 

8. Tiiere is^ in the last pliMse^ an evil comnuini* 
ealion to ike young, from ifae soeieiy of Qxt a^4 
in vice itself • The cases IhavB hitherto mendoiied^ 
are those in which the young are rather corrapted 
indirectly than ^reetly; and wh«e the ginity are. 
Ihetnelves in some degree nnconscions of die evil 
they are doing. There are^ bowevw, we know^ 
eases of another kind ; there are men^ who live to 
sedace the innoeent^-^to betray tile unwary^^'^to 
initiate the thoaghtless into the ways of gniU^^-and 
who can look with apathy upon that present and 
ifinal ruin of the human soul, which they are prepar* 
ing. I speak not, my brethren, to snch men. They 
meet us not here, — ^wonld to God there were no- 
where else they met the young ! Yet, I must say 
to all, that to this last stage of human baseness 
and infamy every vice conducts, — ^that it is the 
natural malignity of sin to look for new asso- 
ciates, — and that he who yields himself to any 
known vice, is not only in the way to the ruin of 
his own soul, but is in the way also to become at 
last the agent of the enemy of mankind, in the ruin 
of the innocent souls who trust, and are betrayed 
by him. 

It is thus, my brethren, that ^^evil communica- 
^^ tion corrupts good manners/' It is thus also^ 
often, that this is done by those who are uncon- 
scious of the evil they produce. It is a reason jto 
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ail of usy a8 I said^ to call ottr. ways to fesifim* 
loraneey-^to the yomig to ooaaider the great aod 
eyeatfttl joaney opon which tiiey are 9»in& — ^to 
those who are mme advaneed in life^ to eimsiMei 
&e example they are afford!^. 

May God grant that these r^ettoof mny dwel) 
with as all! that they who are storing into life 
may remember^ that to the innocent is promised 
the kingdom of Heaven ; and that ^y who are 
sulvanoed in it^ may remember the mighty rewards 
which await those <^ who leAd others into the way 
^^ of righteousness.^' 
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SERMON Xra. 

« O Lord God of Hosts ! shew the light of thy countenance, and wf 
shall be whole.*' 

These words of tl^ King of Israel eontaia a 
Tory striking representation of fliat |nety^ whieb, 
amid all his cmonrs^ was yet the prevailing prin- 
ciple of his character. In some one of those sea- 
sons of national danger^ of which his reign was- 
fillip ^^ when his people were fed with the bread' 
^ ^ tears^-~when they were made a strife unto 
^^ their neighbours^ and their enemies laughed 
^^ them to scom/^ we see him in silence ascending 
into the sanctuary of 6od^ and hear him soliciting 
the aid of Him ^^ who sitteth upon the cherabims.^' 
Amid the darkness which snrrounded him> he im« 
plores^ not with the usual presumption of earthly 
prayer^ that the God of Nature should visibly de- 
scend to their relief^ but with the sublimer invo- 
cation that his religion taught^ that ^^ He would 
V shew the light of his countenance ;^^-— that he 
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^oiild diew tbesi whftt wm the eonrte tli«y o«gU 
to pimtte ;«~Uttt bt woald display to then Omi 
ptUi vfaicb their oira wbdam qobM not diseemy 
and the% witb tbe cooAdeiiee of faiths bo foretoUif 
that Ae proie^rity of bis people would robirn^-^ 
that the danj^ers in which they were involfwdl 
would be dlspelled^-'^-^iidtlmt theyat last ^^ woaU 
^ be whele.^' 

IHie sentiinent wbieb is here expressed by tlM 
Psalmist, Is one in which eyery mau and every 
age has participated. Amid the lesser evils of 
life, we are apt to trust to our own wisdom^ and 
the wisdom of man is indeed raerelfiilly proporw 
tioned to many of the eimimon evils whieb assail 
bim. But tbiere are evils of anothep kind. TkoM 
are seasons of darkness and ealamity to wbieli 
experience bears no relartion ; when various pas- 
sions strDgj;le for the mastery in the 'divided 
bosoms of the people ; and when the feeble eye of 
buman wisdom sees not the ends which itisfttttng 
to pursue. In such moments^ there is an instlnc. 
live impulse which l^ids us to prostrate onreelveit 
befbre the Throne of Him ^^ wbo inhaUteth eter* 
^ nity.^^ Under a conviction^ (which lies at the 
bottom of the human hearty but which adversi^ 
alone calls forth^) under the conviction^ that there 
Is an order in nature^ and that there is a mightier 
Wisdom than that of man^ which presides over 
the events of humanity^ we seek to know his will 5 
—we supplicate bim to teach us what we ougbl 
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fo do ; ftttd^ amid the depth of our ealnmities^ and 
amid the ^^dark waters^^ duU surrooiid us/to point 
Mt the way! and the path that are his. It* is iff 
siich moments that the neeessity of reli^m to ha<^ 
man happiness is most fnlly felt^ and its power 
most fully experienced. The bei^tifol expression 
of the Psalmist is then realized^ — ^the lighted the 
divine eoantenanee Hien rises upon ns ; — ^a senti« 
ment more dear than that <rf onr own wisdom^—* 
tiie grat^l sentiment of dnty — ^begins to animate 
ns. In submitting ourselves to his laws^ we feel 
the presence of the Eternal I^iwgiver ; and^ con- 
fident in the light we have acquired^ we return to 
the dangers and the calamities that surround us, 
animated with the belief of a wiser government, and 
resolute to perform the Omniscient will. 

There has never been a period, my brethren, in 
the histery of this country, when thoughts and re- 
solutions of this solemn kind were so imperiously 
called for, as by its present circumstances and sit- 
uation. The darkness that for so many years 
has been seen at a distance, begins to thicken 
around us ;^^the maxims of ordinary experience, 
and the measures of ordinary statesmen have fail« 
ed; — and no human wisdom dares now to pene- 
trate into the abyss which lies before us, or to 
foretell the issue of that mighty convulsion which 
we are doomed to behold. K we look around us, we 
see almost the theatre of Nature changed ; — em- 
.piresand kingdome^ coeval with our owuj disap- 
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pwt alfliost aanoally from oar. view ^-rthe alliancefl 
of. Uood ;^-<the relnthNns of intorest ; — the ties of 
xel]gi<Nl ; — all tite eharitieB of social life fliat cenr 
tariesof impToyesieBthad noorblied and confirmed^ 
dissolve before oor eyes^ as if at the spell of en* 
ehantment : And over all the finest portions of the 
eikrtl^ where patriotism had erected its balwarks^ 
and learning its faa^^ and piety her temples^ we 
iiee the sangninary tick of conquest prevail, and 
bnry in its bosom the loftiest monmnents of na- 
tions. 

If^ in this awful proi^eet, it is to^our own coun- 
try we looky there are eircumstanees of mortality 
to appal the most sanguine patriotism* While^ 
but a few days ago^ we eommemorated the glory 
of our armsy we lamented^ at the same time, the 
fall of that illustrious man by whom they were 
directed. Since that time^ (short as the interval 
has beenO we have seen the mighty spirit ^ that^ 
by a kind of hereditary ^ght^ governed the coun- 
sels of a free people^ gathered to his fathers ; and, 
on a distant shore^ that pure and upright mind 
expire^t which was carrying peace and tranquilli- 
ty to the millions of our Bastem dominions. New 
men and new counsels occupy the eyes and the 
expectations of the people ; and while the unpre- 
judiced mind follows them with its prayers^ it is yet 
doomed to restrain any romantick hope, when it 
remembers how little former greatness has done^ 
and how much former wisdom has been vain. 
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It is Qiider saeh dfefiiQstttiees of alarm tliat tfafe 
tventfal season opens ; and it is to pnspafe oar 
ikiindls fbr the approaching dangers^ that the eom- 
toiand of our Sovereign now assembles lis in th% 
liouse of Ood. It is a time^ indeed^ for deep and 
solemn thought : hut I trast there is not one 
among us to whoi^e heart it ftan give, fear. I*her6 
is something animating to every nolile mind ifc 
fhe approach of great dangers ; and we are mcit 
together^ with all our fellow citizens^ upon this 
day^ not to bewail ourselves in useless lamenta- 
tion^ but to exalt our minds to meet every coming 
danger^ and to implore that wisdom and resolution 
fi'om on If igh^ which may fit us for the scenes w6 
are destined to encounter. 

1. It is our wisdom^ in the first place^ to pre-^ 
pare ourselves^ by considering well the magnitude 
and extent of our danger. There is a weaknesi^ 
incident to men^ and still more to nations^ in the 
periods of splendour and prosperity, to underrate 
the calamities which may befal them, and to de- 
ride every voice that speaks to them of alarm. 1 
ih*ust, indeed, that no such weakness prevaill 
among us ; yet I know not that the danger is seen 
in all its magnitude ; and every aspect of human 
affairs, whether of past or present times, seems 
to call us to vigilance and preparation. If w<r 
look to the times that are past, it is the ruins only 
of mankind that meet our eye. Nations as proud^ 
as prosperous as ours, have fallen amid all their 
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greatMfti ; and a \oii^e MtfmM to issue from their 
tombs^ to toll ne, that it was not the hand of 
nature^ the earthquake, the pestilence, or the 
storm, which had wrought their desolatipn, but 
the weakness, the crimes, and the cowardice of 
man. If we look to the present times, they dis* 
play to us nothing but the pomev and the ferocity 
of that enemy, whose steps approach our shoref. 
Over the once varied scenes of Euprope, the torpid 
tevel of despotism now stagnates ; and the tidift 
which has overwhelmed the rest of the world is 
rolling onward its accumulated waves towasds us» 
. The question is not now^ (as in tibe petty coa^ 
trov^*sies of usual warfare,) of provinces or oif 
allies, — of infant colonies, or remote dependen- 
cies^ It is, Whether our country itself is to eadst 
or to perish ? — Whether this mighfy empire is at 
once to be dissolved^ and to be erased from ths 
catalogue of nations ? 

S. If such be our danger, it is our wisdom, in 
Ike second place, to consider well what are the 
means by which it can be withstood. We live 
not under a dispensation in which the Almighty 
will visibly bare his arm, as in the protection of 
his ancient and ^< chosen people,^^ — but we live 
in a world of order and of justice; and there is a 
beneficent law of Providence, which every where 
proportions the resources of the human mind to 
the difficulties with Which it is to contend, and 
which, with the trials which it brings, brings aluo 
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tbe meang by whieh tkey may be overcome. Otbei 
nfttions have experkneed the conflipts with which 
we are m>w assailed; — other conquerors have 
appeaired in the history of former ages^ and liave 
been baffled by the spirit of freemen j — and the 
noblest reecnrd which histoid displays of national 
^<nry^ is that oi those who^ under every disadvan- 
tage^ have discomfited the hosts of tyranny,, and 
thonsiht nothing k>st when they preserved their 
honour and their freedom* If we look farther 
into the siAject^^ — ^if we look to. the human causes 
of. thw success^ — ^we shall find that they have 
every where. resolved themselves into these^ union, 
bravery^ and publick spirit. . The history of the 
past worlds dark as it may appear, and loaded as 
it is with the vices of meny contains not a single 
instance^ perhaps^ in which those nations weire 
overcome^ who were at once free^ and brave> and 
united ; and the hii^;Qiy of the present worlds anfid 
all its darkness, tells us in every hoar^ that it ia 
not alone the might of the ccmqueror which has 
prevailed, but the baseness, the selfishness^ and 
the divisions of the conquered. It is with a sen^ 
timent of thankfulness, and yet of dread, that I 
say, that amid all the dangers which surround us, 
the means of safety are yet in our own hands : 
and , that'the :same Providence which has called rus 
to thelxial, has afforded us also fte power of 
6Yjercoming it. We have wealth, if we have, the^ 
patriotism to employ it ;-^we have numb^s> IT 
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bur hearts are nnited ; — ^we bare amfl, if we have 
bravery to wield them. The beneficence of Hea. 
veb has bestowed upon us all the means by whieh 
either our freedom or our honour can be maintain- 
ed. The world are to be the spectators of the 
conflict ; and^ in the solemn pause that precedes 
the day of struggle, it is the business of every vum 
to prepare that armour of the soul^ which may fit 
him for the hardships he is to endure. 
' 8. There is yet, however, my brethren, another 
and a mightier preparation, and there is an advan- 
tage superiour to every other, wifli which we caa 
enter upon the scene of conflict, — ^Ihe advaotagft 
that our cause is just, — ^that itis the cause alike of 
<mf freedom, and our faith, — and that the j^resent 
^nd the eternal interests of our people areinvolved 
in its defence. In such a eause^ we need no dark 
firacle-to direct us. Although the voice of human 
"wisdom were silent, the voice of the Almighty 
speaks to ns sufficiently, when it speaks to us in 
4sonseienee. Deep as may be the clouds that 
overshadow the future, the finger of religion points 
securely to the path of safety^ when it points to the 
pa^ of duty. 

It ishere^ therefore, my brethren, th4t> in these 
dark hours, we ought to be found. It is around 
flie altar of €rod that we should, in these momenta^ 
asseinble with all the people of our land ; and 
iHiile his will is manifested by the duties he has 
given ns to perform^ that . we should devote our* 
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eehres to tiie eanse in wlrieh we are eegftged^. uA 
iavoke^ wiik uplifked haiidg| the ^^ spirit fmn im 
^^ bigfa/^ to animate us in their discharge. 

It ia a caii» in which no doabt hangs npon <|»e 
Soldier'e hearty w weakms the soldit^s arm* 
It is no warfare of natiraal piide^ or Mnamer* 
cial avarice^ or military ambition^ that now calls 
him into the ield. It is the .rimple and the sanc^ 
iifled defence of Us country ;-*-it is the defencef 
in our own land^ of whatever antiquity has ren- 
dered dear^ or experi^Mse valuable^ or relipon 
sai^red; — it is, in a greater view^ the defence of 
the moral constitation of human nature ; ttie de<» 
fenoe of truth and justice and order thtoughQut 
the world. Other imtiefM in the history of man^ 
have been called to the defence of their own fr^ecr 
dom ; to us is now committed the sublimer duff* 
of vindieatiag the freedom of social man, aqd re-* 
establishing tiie prosperity of the eivilK^d w/>rld. 

It is a caose^ in anothj^ view> ii| which th4 
blessings of the wise^ and the prayets of the g|M>d^ 
follow us from the remotest habitiLtious of mikn. If 
to act in the presence of maoy spectatfu*s be & 
motive, even to the feeblest mind^ to act noblyi—- 
how lolly are the achievements^ which>. in these , 
eventful hours^ are demanded ctf this county ?. 
The eyes of the whole Etiropean continent are fix* 
ed upon it, as upon the champion of tii^ comppn 
cause. There is not a country wh^re the hpart pf 
the inhabitimt does not thrc^ with hope 9r wi^- 
fear^ at the sound of our name j— there is mot an 
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al^ k tibe iriiote baptized wwld^ ImBi wlieh the 
ptmyer of Uie pioas doee not sUently arise for tte 
•access of ow anas. 

It is a eanse, io a greatw view^ in whidi the 
a&ebangeable Iblwb of the Almightjr an with a& 
The wwld has seen other conqnerors and other 
despots. It has wept brfore the march of tempo* 
rary amhitiony and bled beneath the sword d tran» 
sitory eonqaest. Bnt natore has reassnmed her 
rights; and while conquerors have sunk into an 
execrated grave^ and tyrants have perished in the 
zenith of their power^ the race of men have raised 
agi^ their dejected heads^ and peace^ and ord»^ 
and freedom have spread themselves thronghont 
the wbrld. Stteh^ my brethren^ will also be the 
temdnaiion of the tri^edy of oar day^ and snch is 
the confidence which they onght ever to maintain^ 
npmi whom ^^ the Almighty hath lifled op the light 
^^ of his countAnance.^^ We are witnessing^ indeed^ 
the most tremendous speetaele wdiieh tiie theatre 
of nature has ever exhibited^ of tl^ pride and am- 
hi&m of man. For year% our attention has been 
Sxed upmi that great and guilty country^ whjeh 
has been fertile in nothing but revolution^ and fnmi 
which^ amid the clouds thi.t covtar it^ we have seen 
at last that dark and shapeless form arise^ whieh^ 
like the vbion that appalled tin King of Babylm^ 
^^ hath its 1^ of inm^ awi its ams of brass/^ 
We have seen it extend its terriiefc shadow over 
every surrounding people^ and tiie sinews of man 
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to mXbet ftt its approach. We sec it now collect* 
ing all its might, and thinking to change times, and 
laws, and speaking great words against tbe Most 
High. Yet, while our eye strains to measure its 
dimensions, and our ear shrinks at the threatening 
of its voice, let us survey it with the searching eye 
of the prophet, and we shall see, that its feet are 
of base and perishable clay. Amid ail the terrours 
of its brightness, it has no foundation in the moral 
stability of justice. It is irradiated by no beam 
from Heaven, — it is blessed by no prayer of man, 
—it is worshipped with no gratitude of the patriot 
heart. It may remain for the time, or the timev 
that are appointed it. But the awful hour is on 
the wing, when the universe will resound with itM 
fall; and that sun which measures out, as with re- 
luctance, tlie length of its impious reign, will one 
day pour Ids undeeaying beams amid its ruins, and 
bring forth, from the earth which it has * oversha- 
dowed, the promises of a greater spring. 
. There are limits in the moral as well as in the 
material system to the dominion of evil ; there are 
limits to the guilt and' injustice of nations, as well 
as of individuals. There is a time when cunning 
ceases to delude, and hypocrisy to deceive ;<-*whea 
power ceases to overawe, and oppression will no 
longer be borne. Even now that period seems to 
be approaching. It is impossible; that i man canr 
become retrograde in his progress ;— ^it is impossi* 
ble that the hands of the oppressed can lougQf 
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beckon the approaeh of a power wUeli eomes to 
load them only with heavier chains ; — it is impos* 
aible that the nations of Europe, cradled in civili- 
s&ation, and baptized into the liberty of the children 
of God, can loifg continue to bend their firee-born 
heads before the feet of foreign domination, or that 
they can suffer the stream of knowledge which s6 
long has animated their soil, to terminate at last in 
the deep stas;nation of military despotism. Even 
the country itself which has given it birth, cannot 
Jong submit to its role ;*'-^it bleeds in the hour that 
it triumphs; — ^it is goaded to exertions which it 
loaths ; — ^its laurels are wet with the tears of those 
who are bereaved of their children. The virtuous 
man shudders when he beholds the crimes and the 
guilt of his country ; and the heart of the pious 
man faileth him, when he looks forward to the 
^^ things that are coming'^ upon those banners 
which are raised against the rights of man, and 
which are unblessed by the voice of Heaven* 

It was the high seirtiment of aneient patriotism^ 
^^ never to despair of the commonwealth.'^ It is 
the nobler s^itiment of Christian ^ety, never to 
despair of the fortnnes of the human race. Privi- 
kged to enter into the Temple of the God of Hoste^ 
to the Christian eye it is given to behold the ^^ light 
^^ of His countenance ;'' and dark and dan^rous 
as may be the wilderness through which it is 
doomed to pass, before it are still steadily dis- 
played the posies of the ^^ promised land.'^ 
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If these foe the high sentiments, my brethn»!i^ 
wiUi which we have met (jhis day j — if the saoie 
Providence which has united us in devotion, has 
united also our hearts and our resolutions,-- if one 
feeling of duty lias animated every soul, and one 
prayer fw assistance has breathed from every bo- 
som, th^i ^^ IcA not onr hearts be troubled." — Our 
ikith, our freedom, our country, ^^will yet be 
^^ whole." ^< The might of God will arise" in our 
hearts, and by our aims ^^ will his enemies be scat- 
^^ tered." ^^ The earth will sgain bring forth her 
^< increase, and God, even our own God, will ^ve 
^^ us his blessing. God will blei^s us : and all the 
^^ ends of the world will fear Him." 
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SERMON Xiy. 

ON FREEDOM OF TBOUGHT. 

1 St. PsTiai it 16. 

*^ As free* and not asing yoar liberty as a cloak of malicioasness, but 
as the senrants of God." 

It has often been observed in the history of 
learnings that one of the most fertile sources of 
errour consists in the ambiguity of words* The 
observation is unfortunately equally applicable to 
the history of morality ; and they who have at- 
tended to the causes by which the understanding 
is misled from the imperfections of language^ will 
not be surprised at the deeper erreurs into which 
similar causes may mislead the heart. For the 
general principles of human conduct^ we have 
general appellations. But for the exeess or the 
defect of these principles^ we have no distinct or 
speeifick names ; and we are all willing to shelter 
ourselves under the ambiguity of a word^ when 
conscience tells us that we are guilty with regard 
to what it really means. It is thus that avarice 
calls itself prudence^ and profusion^ generosity ;^— 
94 
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bftye eloaked the basest malidousmes of "wkieh 
the hamaii heart is capable^ — ^that of hazarding 
the peace and happiness of millions for the sake 
of its own poor and evanescent fame. Such have 
been the effects of Freedom of Thoa^t^ when we 
consider it under its second aspect* 

What then h the distinetion between principles 
to which the same name applies ? When shall we 
ascertain that the one ceases to be virtaous^ and 
that the other begins to become criminal ? And 
still more, in what manner can we decide in our 
own cases, whether, in the employment of the 
native liberty of thought, we are acting like vir- 
tuoQs or like guilty men ? These are questions 
of no mean importance. There is not one of us 
to whom they do not apply, either in relation to 
the regulation of our own thoughts, or in relation 
to the influence that our conversation may have 
on those around us. They are of still more im- 
portance to a peculiar class of those who hear 
me,— I mean, to the young ; to those who have 
entered upon the magnificent career of learning ; 
to whom education is unfolding all the powers 
of intellectual wisdom ; and who are preparing 
themselves, in various ways, for the highest em- 
ployment which life can offer, that of being the 
teachers and histructers of mankind. To them 
these questions are immeasurably important. 
They suit their age, their circumstances, and the 
ardent generosity of their youth ; and I tlrust^ 
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therefoie^ tliey -will not withhold fraai me their 
attention^ while I state^'in a few words^ the sim- 
ple answer of conseienee and of nature to this 
inquiry. 

That raiergy^then^ and ind^endenee of thottght^ 
whieh the Apostle describes under the name of 
}9»erty^ may be considered in two views ; and in 
one or other of these views is neeessarily employ- 
ed by every man who exercises it. It is either 
employed as a means^ or as an end ; — it is either 
employed as a means for the purposes for whieh 
the Author of Nature bestowed it^ or as an end 
whieh man creates for himself^ and independent 
of the purpose for which it was bestowed. It is 
in this simple distinction^ I apprehend^ that we 
shall find the answer to all our inquiries. 

1. The great purpose for which the powers and 
the liberty of thought were bestowed^ was for 
the discovery of Truth; for the discovery of 
those speculative truths which conduct us to the 
love of God^ and of those practical truths which 
enable us to be the ministers of goc^d to man ; 
and liberty and independence of thought have 
been the means of conducting the progress of the 
generations of men^ and of raising every succeed- 
ing age above the knowledge and the usefulness 
of that which preceded it. When^ therefore, 
freedom of thought is employed as a means to 
these its destined ends; when it is devoted to 
the fimple investigation of truth^-^nd looks to 
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Botbieg fop reward^ bat to flie discciyery of traOy 
— ^it is thoB^ iaeT'ory case^ a aoUe and a Tivtiioiia 
prioeipte^ and be wbo feels it ia acting ttrom aoaie 
of the moat respectable motiyes dT bis nature. 
He is actings in the ilret plaee^ in conlbraiity to 
the laws of his eonstitntion^ and has the seeret 
voice of conscience applauding liin amid eveiy 
difflcnity of bis progress. He is actings in the 
second place> with the dignity that b^i^ to 
the character 6f man ; and/ while the wwld 
around him are swayed either by the prqudices 
of antiquity^ or by the idler prejudiees of novelty^ 
be stands as the arbitei^ of the eonteat^ and as 
superiour to all the prejudices which inftaenca 
lower minds. He is acting still fkrtber^ in the 
lofty language of tiie apostle, << as the servant of 
^^€k)d/' employing the mighty tiilents of thought 
and reflection to their genuine ends; and thus 
fitting himself to be the minister of wisdom and of 
happiness^ not only to his own generatioq^ hut to 
all the future generations of men. 

9. When freedom of thought is employed, in 
the second manner, when it is employed as an end 
in itself, it is a principle which arises from very 
difllbrent causes, and is pr-eduotive of veiy differ*- 
ent eifects. There is naturally muoh adnjaratw* 
due to that strength and indepi^ndeAe^k of mi^d 
which can detect ^rrour, or which cw H^W^ef 
truth; — and there is every where, a^c9DdiHg\y> 
much genuine iidmiration pai4 to !(• it ifk ft tblf 
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jadtekaiidn tkut the danger and the snare consists. 
BeeaftsiB freedom of thi^aght has been the great 
BiiiamneBt tif the dhcovery oftrath^it is hastily 
(hut sot nmiaturally ) ^onciiided^ that all this is 
dne to the freedom of thought itself; and Hie admi- 
ration which the world gives is attributed, not to 
the effects wl^eh are produeed, but to the talents 
CHT the, ejiergy which produces them. It is hence^ 
in everj^ age, that the young, the vain, and the seU 
.fish, are^ misled, or mislead tliemselves ; — that 
ihe young are misled by their admiration of talents, 
without considering liie ends to which they are 
directed ; — Uiat the vain imagine they can givo 
themselves reputation by novelty of opinion, with* 
out considering wliither these (pinions lead; — 
and that the selfish, looking to nothing but their 
own momentary fame, prostitute with willingness 
the noblest acquisitions of their nature, and disre- 
gard alike the admonitions of God, and the most 
sacred interests of human kind. .What the con- 
sequences have been of these base and maUgnant 
passions, in every age of the world, and in every 
department of human knowledge, it would be un- 
necessary for me to repeat to those who hear m&. 
It is they, as you well know, far more than the 
imperfections of understanding, which have re-* 
tarded the progre^ of truth in every direction, and 
multiplied those vain and presumptuous specula- 
tiens, which it is now the business of true philoso** 
phy to unlearn and to d£spise« It in they, still 
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more^ which have most fatally mingled themselves 
with the business of our moral being ; which have 
started doubts which they wished not to resolve^ 
and created difficulties^ which^ on all other sub- 
jects^ they would have despised ; which have 
sought to withdraw the Sun of Righteousness from 
the firmament to which every eye in nature is 
turned ; and which^ under the cloak of liberty^ 
with a maliciousness of which one would have 
thought the human heart incapable, have delibe- 
rately perverted all the powers of understanding, 
which were given for the discovery of Truth, to 
the creation of doubt; and the dissemination of 
infidelity. 

Such is then, my young friends, the plain an. 
flwer to this important inquiry; and such the 
standard by which you can yourselves determine 
whether you are to be the servants of God, or the 
servants of the maliciousness of man* If, in these 
happy but eventful hours of education, you feel 
the genuine love of truth ;— if, with the powers 
which are given you, you feel at the same time 
the mighty purpose for which they were given ; — 
if, in generous ardour for the extension of know- 
ledge and of happiness, you forget yourselves and 
the little vanity of your hour ; — ^if, in short, you 
feel that opinions are valuable iu' your estimation, 
not because they are /rec, but because they are 
trtLBf then go on, in the sight of God and of man^ 
to the true honours of your moral and intellectual 
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Mn^ B is in this ^ideifkline you edn acquire for 
youi»elve» permaoeut fame ; — it is tiius you caa 
fffepare yourselvefi to be the benefactors of man- 
Timi ;— 4t is thus tiiat you can become the servants 
of God, and be the ministers of his benevolence to 
a lower world; 

But if it be otherwise, my young friends, if van- 
ity and presumption have already seized upou 
your minds, itted for better things ; if, in the em- 
ploymei^ <^ the powers of thought, you look only 
to your own distinction, and care not for the ends 
for which tbey were given ; if the name of genius 
bas more influence upon your minds than the 
name of truth ; if, in short, in your own bosoms 
you feel, that opinions are become valuable to 
you, not because they are truey but because they 
nrt/reep pause, I beseech you, before you advance 
farther. You are hazarding every thing that is 
most dear to the mind of man ; — ^you are hazard- 
ing your fame, your usefulness, and your salva- 
tion ;— ^and you are sacrificing, for the vanity of 
an hour, every thing for which every generouf 
and noble mind lives, and would wish to live* 

I cannot speak to your age, my brethren, with 
all the language which this place would justify ; 
I will speak to you only on the principle of your 
education ; and 1 will request you^ in the first 
place, to look back^ from that eminence upon 
which you stand, to the past ages, which you ca^ 
90W «iurvey with the calmness of phllosophi'. 
S5 
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Look back^ then^ to those names or to those works 
which the stream of ancient time has' brought to 
you ; to those names ^whieh first have warmed 
yoar hearts to glorj ; which are made sacred to 
you by the first impressions they gave you of the 
greatness of your nature, and of which these early 
impressions are confirmed by the voice of ^very 
age that has succeeded them ; — look back, 1 be- 
seech you, to such names ; and ask yourselves 
what was their character ? you will find that it 
rests in this alone, that they were the follow- 
ers of truth,-^that they devoted all their pow- 
ers to that mighty pursuit, of which conscience 
prescribed the end, — and that neither the neglect 
nor the applause of their age could seduce them 
from the lofty path which was presented to them. 
They are gone, and the grave has covered them 
for many hundred years ; — but they live in the 
memory of mankind; they breathe, even to pre- 
sent times, the instructions of virtue, and the sen- 
timents of piety ; and, with an immortality em- 
blematick of their own, they will remain to every 
future age, the friends and the benefactors of the 
World, 

Look back, I beseech you, on the other hand, 
to a different history? to the history of those 
whose names degrade the era of their existence, 
whose genius has been devoted only to the corrup- 
tion of private morals, or the destruction of pub- 
lick virtue^ and whose works remain, amid the 
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stream of time, as the monuments of human infa* 
my ; — and ask yourselves what also was their 
character ? what was the imperious motire which 
could thus dissolve all the obligations of con- 
science, and all the foundations of honourable 
fame ? you will find that it rests in simple vanity ; 
in the wish to be distinguished by the freedom, 
when they could not be distinguished by the 
truth of their opinions ; and in the dark despe- 
ration of sacrificing every thing for which the 
virtuous live, for the sake of a base and mom^- 
tary fame. I'hey too are gone, and the grave has 
sheltered them from the scorn and indignation of 
man. But their works remain, to diffuse poison 
through every future race, to entail the vice and 
guilt by which their authors can no longer profit, 
upon every succeeding generation ; and to mark 
to mankind, to what a length and continuity of 
guilt the liberty of thought can go, when it ceases 
to be the servant of God, and becomes the slave 
of its own malicious vanity. 

From this prospect of tbe past, turn your eyes, 
my young friends, to the prospect of the future. 
There is a voice at that altar, and there is a voice 
in the altar of your own hearts^ which speaks to 
you of immortality. Listen then, I beseech you^ 
to its prophetick declarations ; and while you fol- 
low in dread pursuit the spirits of those who have 
gone before you, ask yourselves in what man- 
sions these different characters ought now to 
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dwell ? When yon follovr the path ^ the ftrs^ 
of those who have devoted here all the jiowera of 
understanding to tbo di&eovery or the di:^|MMri of 
those truths by which God is^gloriied^ and omk 
Biad^ wiser ^nd better^— •your imagiBatioo assumei» 
the eonfidenee ol faith^ and yon see Aem now 
the eompanions of the just whose spirits are mado 
perfect, — the associates of the wise and good of 
every age^-^tbo friends df the angels and tho 
archangels who bear the errands of nierey amid^ 
unnumbered worlds, and surrounding the tbronef 
of Him, •whom, through the veil of mortality, they 
darf^ to seek, and whoite now ^^ they see> not 
^ darkly, but as He is.^ 

If you fellow the path of the second, of those 
whoh^ve prostituted tiie noblest gifts of naiuro 
to the purposes of their own selfishness ; anril 
whq, in raising themselves to the cKstinction of 
an hour, have trampled upon all the most sacred 
and genuine truths of their being, — where is it> 
my brethren, to which the conscience of youi? 
imagination leads, and who are the fit eempan- 
ions rf such spirits ? Your eye, perhaps, recoifo 
from the prospect j yet, rememiber, my frimds^ 
that the fundam^ital principle of nature is |ul9^ 
tice, — that << what a man soweth, he must als6 
^^ reap ;^^ — ^^ that of those to whom much is givetty 
^ much must be required f^ and that learning and 
genius, while they carry with them the highest 
honours of which man is capable^ carry wiUk. 
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them^ at the same time^ the deepest responsibili* 
iy which his nature can either contract or pay. 

On that magnificent career^ my young friends^ 
you are now entering. Science is opening to 
you all her stores of honour and of usefulness^ 
and the prayers of parents and of friends are 
following yoa^ when you are uneonsciou^ of them. 
-^Pause tben^ I beseech you^ in the calm morn- 
ing of your day^ and form to yourselves the high 
resolutions by which it may be afterwards dis- 
tinguished. Look back with the eye of memory 
to the past^ and see en what fbnndations all the 
lasting honours of 'men are founded ; — ^look for- 
ward with the eye of faith to the future ; and, 
while you see the diilbrent issues of moral being, 
ask yourselves to which of these classes of exis-^ 
tence you wish to belong. Btit Ihnst^ and most of 
all, let the dawn of your being be sanctified' 1^ 
the devotion which becomes those who are called 
to be the servants of God ; let the first fruits ef 
your understanding be aSetei to iJte service of 
Him whose inspiration gave it ; and whfle yotif 
look forward to the final issues of your existencey 
let it never cease to be your prayer, that yotr may 
think and act like all the wise and good that have 
gone before you, that so your "latter end may be 
"liketheirs.^^ 
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ON THE GENERAL FAST, FEBRUARY 9, IIM. 

St. Matthew xvi. 3. 
«* Can ye not discern the signs of the tines 7**" 

In thjBse words^ our Saviour replied to the na- 
tional prejudices^ and to the national arrogance 
of the Jewish people. It was with them (even 
under their peculiar dispensation) as it is with 
mankind in general. They valued themselves as 
being the favourite people of Heaven : they con- 
ceived that no errours or vices of their own could 
ever forfeit the covenant made with their fathers : 
and they forgot^ amid the pursuits -of temporary 
power^ all the promises which their peculiar 
records gave of a spiritual kingdom^ and of a 
moral dominion. 

The occasion on which these memorable words 
were spoken^ was the following : — 

^^ The Pharisees also, with the Sadducees, came^ 
^^ and tempting, desired him that he would shew 
^^ them a isign from Heaven. He answered^ and 
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^ said unto them^ when it is evening ye say^ it will 
^^ be fair weather^ for the sky is red ; and^ in the 
^ mornings it will be foul weather to-day^ for the 
^^ sky is red and lowering. O ye hypocrites ! ye 
^^ can discern the face of the sky^ but can ye not 
^^ discern the signs of the times ?^' 

In these words^ there are two things remarka* 
ble:— 

1. The first is the assertion that there are signs 
of the times : that^ as in the natural worlds there 
are signs established by the beneficence of Heaven^ 
from the observation of which the business of life 
may be carried on^ so in the moral worlds in the- 
conduct of individuals and of nations, there are also 
signs, established by the same beneficence, from 
which the thoughtful mind may foretel the conse* 
quences that must follow, and from the observation 
of which it may regulate its future conduct. It is 
upon this foresight, upon this interpretation of the 
signs that individuals or nations exhibit, that the 
wise and the virtuous of every age can act ; by 
which they are enabled to profit by the experience 
of others : by which they are taught what to avoids 
and what to pursue ; and by which they are per« 
petually reminded, that there id in nature a greater 
administration than that of men, to which they 
ought to be subject, and that their loftiest wisdomr 
consists in obeying the signs which that adminis^ 
tratidn displays. 
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S: The werds of the text seem to convey another 
meaning, a meaning of reproach,-— of re^roaeh to 
the people of that, and of every Buceeeding genera^ 
tien, for their inattention to the indications of 
Heaven^ It was not that the Pharisees and the 
Saddacees of that unhappy age were incapable oi 
discerning the signs which the timi^s afforded them ; 
it was that they would not discern them. They 
were the parties of that devoted country; they 
were rivals in power, in influence, in consequence $ 
and while Heaven threatened, and prophecy fore- 
told, and Rome in consequence was in arms, they 
closed their eyes to all tl^ signs of H^ven and of 
earth ; and, under the hypocrisy of religiont were 
ardent only for the low and momentary ends of 
vulgar ambition. 

Whenever, my brethren, a nation is assembled 
before the Throne of God ; — whenever, in the 
midst of publick dangcfr or calamity, the etanmand 
of a sovereign unites the voices of his ^leople in 
supplication for the assistance of Heaven, I know 
not that there is any subject of meditation more fit 
for so solemn an occasion, than that which is sug- 
gested by the words of the text 

It is not in obeying the ritual of a prescribed de« 
votion, — ^it is not in merely following the multitude 
into the house of 6od, and joining in words wMcb 
the heart neither weighs nor feels,-^that the 
solemn duty of days like the present can be per« 
formed. It is in raising our thoughts to the ad- 
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ministrati(m of the universe ;— in contemplating 
the laws which the Almighty has given to the social 
world ; — ^in inarking^ amid ^the calamities of. na« 
tbns^ the operations of His justice^ and His wis- 
dom ; and^ by thn^ observing the signs of His will^ 
in learning the path of our diaty. From the dis-> 
fractions and the miseries of the world^, religion 
calls us into the Temple of God ; and the voice of 
our Saviour there meets us to say^ that^ andd all 
the desolations around vs, there are signs of the 
care and the providence of Heaven^ and that they 
are exhibited for our instruction. 

If ever Chere was a period when the signs c^the* 
times were solemn and portentous to mankind in 
^neraly and to the inhabitants of tlii% country isi 
particular^ it is doubtless the present. We are 
spectators of the greatest and most awful e^vents 
upon which the eye of man has ever gazed. We 
have been witnessing for years the progress of that 
jDiighly stream of. conquest and of desolation^ 
^hich has been spreadmg over the fairest portions 
of the civilized world. Year after year^ we have 
seen it rolling forward its sanguinary tide^ un- 
checked^ and unexhausted; and burying in its 
progressive wave^ the riches of nature^ the land*.^ 
marks of nations^ and all tb» most venerable instil 
tutions of human policy. In the last season we 
have seen it pause indeed — ^but pause only for a 
moment; and^ while our hearts were throbbing 
with the hope that a barrier Was at last opposed to 
S6 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



aM ON THE GENERAL FA$T, ISOO. 

its taty, we have been doomed to see it return wiflk 
accumulated force ; and soon (I fear) in spite of all 
tke profusion of British gienerosity^ — ^in spite of all 
the enei^ of British ralour^ — ^in spite of the sacri- 
^ee of the noblest blood which British heroism can 
shed^ — to see it overwhelm that country^ which we 
have in vam endeavoured to protect^ in the streajoi 
<if general desolation. Ainid the wreck of the na<- 
tions of Europe^ this country stands now insulated 
and alone. But we see the torrent gathering 
around us ;--^and it is fit that, on such solemnities 
as this^ we should raise our eyes to Heaven^ and 
implore the direction and the assistance of Him 
who alone can say^ ^^ hitherto shalt thou come^ 
^^ and no farther ;'^ and who yet may make us the 
instruments of his power^ ^^ in stilling the noise of 
^^ the waves^ and the madness of the people.'^ 

It w^e to be ignorant or inattentive to the signs 
which the times present to us^ to say that they 
were the eopiequences c^ military prowess^ and 
miltiary nunJiers alone. The world, in its hiskK 
ry^ has seen many conquerors^ but it has s^en 
them, too, checked in their career, and driven back 
into the rc^ns which nursed them. There is 
hardly a nation upop earthy which has not (at least 
in the annals of its earilfer story) its tale to tell^ of 
national prowess and independence $ — ^which haa 
not to number the hosts that were brought in array 
agadnat it ; and which does not point, with exulta- 
tion, to that illustrious page of its history^ whidi 
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l^ontains the narrative of tteir defeat and dligrae^ 
There is^ in trath^ so deep a:nd to actire a love oi 
country in the bosom of mankind ;-»tliere are so 
many cords of affection by which it is wound 
round the heart of man ;^^there is so mnch energy 
in freedom^ so much elevation in puUiek virtue^ 
nnd^ even at the last^ so mnch fortitude in despaii^ 
that we may take for granted^ whenever nation* 
fell prostrate befiire the sword of an invader^ tkii 
the ori^n of llieir fall is not so mnch in exteinal 
violence, as in internal decay; — and that tlum 
must have been some previons and overpowering 
causes in the natdre of government itself, which 
alone conld reconcile the hearts of men to tha 
wretchedness of ignominy and subsnissnin. 

What have been the civil or poMcal causes 
which have led to the general ruin in which we seC 
all the nations of Europe involved ; — ^what vrere 
the seeds which have been sown^ Mid whick have 
noiv sprung v^ into legions of armed men> it is the 
hnsiness of the historian and the phltesopher to in* 
vestigate. It lathe doty of this place, iftybrtthren^ 
it is the dniy of all of us in days like the pre* 
sent, to direct bur attention to a greater inquiry. 
It is our doty to look to ttie moral causes which 
have heen operating $ to discern the national sini^ 
which are now visited by so mnch national suffer, 
log; and, when we see the mighty tragedy con- 
eluded, to learn the moral which it is destined to 
convey to ud| and to every fatnre people. 
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lo such an inquiry^ 1 Jear, we sliall be at no 
\oss in discerning the signs of the evils that have 
arrived : nor is there any. one of US| perhaps^ to 
r^ardless of the times in which we have livedo 
as not to have felt some prophetick fears, of what 
was laming apo|i the e^rth. . 
. We shall discern ihem^ in the first placej^ in the 
eorraptions of reli^n; in the sijQS of that proud 
Itti servfle .luerarichy^ which poisoned^ ^at ita 
source^ the spring of. more than mortal life;-^ 
which cJierisbed superstition only that it might 
ensure obedience^ — and which bound the nobleiM; 
faculties of the hnmau soul in chiuns^ that it 
might make them the instruments of its own ti^mi- 
poral and impious power. 

We shall discern ihem^ in the senond piMey in 
the rii£» of stateamen ; in those maaums q{ political* 
conduct which sacriSeed justice, to eitperienee ; 
which gave to cunnii^ and deceit theroames of 
Wisdom and of policy ; and' which never hesitated 
io waste the blood and the treasures of nations^ 
to gratify either thi^ rivalsUp of kings^ orthe am^ 
bition of tlieir ministeiriBr. • 

We shall find them> in the third place^ in <tte 
injustice of internal^gch^ernment ; in the exduaiim 
ei the great body of Uiep^iiple from all share in the 
administration of tlmr country ;^— in the haughty 
neglect of their rights; their interests^ and their 
feelings; — and in the sulgi^ation of thfe trhole 
social system to the will of certain individoajls^.or 
certain hereditary orders of men. 
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. We^all find them^ in another view> in evttj 
eountry we contemplate^ in the personal vices ctf 
the great and the powerfal ; in that lieentiownesa 
of manners^ which never fails to be the emise* 
quence of sapericnrity to laws and io publick opin- 
ion ;— which offends the minds of .men^ at the 
same time that it corropts them*;^— and which^ by 
a fktal contagion^ reaches not only into the bud* 
tiess^ but iiUo the bosoms of all who are beloip 
them. 

We shall find them^ in the last plaee^. in the 
guilt of genius and of talents ; in that base prostu 
tntion^ by which they who were destined byHea* 
yen to be the instrueters ei mankind^ have lent 
themselves either to be the slaves of pbwer^ tte 
pUnders of courtly viee^ or the apostles of sedition ; 
and, ^ the i^ke of a guilty celebiity, have trem- 
bled not at dissolving, at one tliney all tiie tiles of 
private virtue, and, at ainother, all the obUgatkos 
of social duty. 

Bnch have been the signs of the times in which 
we have Uved ; the signs, in some degree orottier^' 
in every country of the continent, of th6se coming 
calamities Which we are now doomed to behold ; 
md which, though they were derided by the 
Pharisees and the Saddueees of their day, were 
significant to every religious and every thoughtfel 
mind, of the dissolution of the nations which pre- 
sented them. They signified, that whenever vice, 
and injustice, and oppression reign^ the period of 
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iM^cietyhas arrived: — -ifaey signifted^ that Heaten 
visits the sins of those who govern mankind^ bi^ 
alieiiating the hearts of the governed ;-^aDd that^ 
whatever may be the instinctive love of country^ 
there is a limit of duty^ beyond which the heart of 
the citizen is cold^ and his hand is feeble ;-r*they 
Aignifted^ that whra once the vital principle of sqei^ 
ety is gone^ its natural termination is appi^oaching f 
---*and that^ although it may retain the form and 
semblance of strength^ it is yet destined to dissolve 
at the first touch of the steel of the invader. 

— ^^ When thy judgments are in the earth/' sattk 
the prophet, << the inhahitanta of the world will 
^^ learn righteousness/' — It is in these words, my 
brethren, that the great moral of the tn^edy of 
imtions is to be found. It is in them we aie re<^ 
minded, tliat there is a throne of justice in nature ; 
•7-that there are laws of rigkteouwess preaetibed 
to nations as well as to individuals ; — ^that when*, 
ever the happiness of the whole is sacrificed to the? 
power or the interests of the few, the seeds .of dis- 
solution are sown j— *that the means by which tker 
Almighty visits the sins of society, is not by the 
visitation of the earthquake or the pestilence, but 
by the silent operaticm of the principles of human 
nature itself; — and that the same instincts which 
first assemble men into society, are destined to se«.^ 
parate them again, whei^ver the etkds of society; 
are not fulfilled. 
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It is upon this awfal and prophetick spectacle^ 
Ihatyou^ my brethren^ and the people of this coun^ 
iryy now look. Years have been passing, and in 
every one of fliem yon have seen the same signs 
aeeomplished. What impression it is to make 
Mpon yonr ndnds^ I presume not to say ; I will re^ 
peat only the awfnl words of tiie Saviour of the 
world, tihat these are the signs of the Providence 
of Heaven, and that they are given that ye may 
discern them. 

Were it the inhabitants of any other Country whom 

it was now my duty to address, I knbw not that I 

could add to these words any accents of political 

eomfiirt : But in fliis country, I thank God that 

I can, and that I ought to add words, not only of 

eomfmrt, but of animation. I dare not say, indeed, 

that we partake not in the infirmity or in the guilt 

of human nature. I dare not say, that there is 

BO where injustice in our rule, nor oppression in 

our govemmrat. I dare not say, that^ in looking 

at the annals of our day, the eye of science will 

ftid every thii^ wise, or the eye of piety find 

every thing virtuous. But in the great and gi- 

gantidk mns of other nations, I do trust I may 

say that we have little participation. I trust that 

there is. among us a living spirit of religion, of 

pa^otism, and of private virtue. I trust, that 

the peculiar Uessings with which Providence has 

visited us ; that that reformation which purified 

our religion, and that revolution which fixed oar 
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constitution^ have given to the people of this land 
a corresponding character of religious principle; 
jjind of civil energy^ which neither prosperity can 
corrupt; nor adversity subdue. I trust; that the 
breath of freedom^ which the lowest among us in* 
hales with his birth; while it has poured prosperity 
through every vein and artery of the state; has 
poured along with it the spirit of loyalty; the vigour 
of patriotism; and the energy df independence. 
Amid the waves of the ocean; I trust we shall still 
present to mankind the beacon which may enlighteiv 
and direct them : and that; among the millions of 
our population; there is not one heart so base, or 
one arm so coward; as to shrink from sacrificing 
life itself; in defence of the majestick fabrick of our 
laws; and the grey hairs of our anointed Sovereign- 
Yet; — ^whatever may be our hopeS; and whatever 
may be our prayers; let it never be forgotten what 
are our dangers. They are not the dangers of a 
day; or of a season. The clouds which so long 
have hung around uS; seem now to be' gathering into 
the final storm. From one end almost of Europe 
to tlie other; we see the various nations which in* 
habit it marshalled against us. We see their min- 
gled forces wielded by that powerful arm which 
victory has strung with new vigour; and their 
march directed by that penetrating eyC; which 
markS; with cool decision; wherever nature; or 
policy; or vice; has made us vulnerable; and whic}i 
permits no slumber of peace to quench its malignant 
ambition. 
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If such be the signs of the times^ they are to us 
the summons to duty. Amid the sunshine of pros- 
perity, there is a character of national gayety anft' 
levity, which suits, in some degree, with the cha- 
tacter of the times, and which may be forgiven at 
least, if it is not approved. But the hours of dan« 
ger demand another character ; and the voice of 
Heaven calls then for loftier purposes, and sublimet 
enei-gies. In such hours, it calls upon vice to pause, 
and folly to think, and party to be silent. It calld 
upon the citizen of every rank to prepare his mind 
for the scenes that may follow ; to remember what 
are the blessings which are included in the name 
of his country ; and to supplicate from Heaven that 
strength which may enable him, in its hour of peril, 
to defend and to save it. It calls upon the great 
and the affluent to lay their wealth at the feet of 
their country ; to vindicate their distinction, by the 
distinction of their patriotism ; and to scorn every 
calculation of private interest, when the interest of 
their native land is in danger. It calls upon the 
poor man to harden his mind against the conflict 
in which he must act or suflfer ; to brave those! 
additions to penury, which the struggle for national 
existence must produce ; and to prepare himself, 
in the last rank, to defend the htrmbte cottage, 
which is yet the^ abode of liberty and of religion. 
But chiefly you, tny young friends ! It is yon, 
chiefly, whom the voice of reli^on now summonsr 
to duty. You are entering upon the stage of time ! 
87 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



PIO Olf THE GENERAL FAST, 1809. 

and upon that stage great interests are depending^ 
and great events are to be transacted. In your 
day^ the fate of your country will^ to all human 
appearance^ be determined : and whether it is to 
exist or to fall, will depend upon the wisdom of 
your councils, and the vigour of your arins. It is 
a time, therefore, for you to encourage in your bo- 
isoms all the native generosity of youth ; to scorn 
every vice that can debase, and every folly that 
fSM. enervate ; to train your minds for scenes of firm 
enterprise and high achievement ; to clothe your* 
(selves in the atmour of that faith in which you 
were baptized; and, with the lofty devotion of 
freemen, to swear to Heaven and to mankind, 
never to surrender to a tyrant thB inheritance you 
|iave received from your fathers. 

Do you want motives,/ my brethren, to animsite^ 
you to duty ? They are around you, — ^they are in 
every scene of that country, which is now ^^ like 
^^ the garden of Eden before you,'^ and which the 
$word of a conqiieror woiild convert into a ^^ deso-? 
f^ late wilderness*'^ The names ypu bear are the 
liames of patriots and of heroes ; the ground on 
which you tread has been often wet with the blood 
of the invader; the mountains of your country rise 
around you^ to remind you that on their summits 
no hostile banner was ever reared ; and that from^ 
them the eye of your ancestors saw the tide eyeq 
Qf Romaii invasion roll back. 
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Bo you want examples^ my young friends ! to 
direct your patriotism ? Go not to the records of 
other countries or of other climes. Go to the an-« 
nals of your own country ; to the examples which 
every page of them presents to you^ and which 
teach you how the patriot can live^ and how the 
freeman can die, — Go to that recent page which is 
yet wet with your tears ; to the example of tliat il- 
lustrious man^^ whose uncoffined remains repose^ 
alas^ far from the sepulchre of his fathers ; but 
whose ascending Spirit now lets fall the mantle of 
its glory^ to cover the land which gave him birth ; 
and who has left to mankind a name at the sound 
of which, in every succeeding age, the heart of the 
patriot will throb,'-— wben tyrants shall have ceased 
to reign, and when the world shall have awakened 
to truth, to victory, and to freedom. 

* Sir John MoQre< . 
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Genesis xxiy. 63. 
'^ And haac went oat to meditate in tike field, at tbe eTen-tide.'*^ 

However much the necessities and the duties 
pf life call upon us fcKr activity^ there are other 
principles of our being which lead us to meditation* 
The same divine inspiration which hath given us 
upderstanding^ hath provided also the scenes in 
which it ought to be employed ; and the perfection 
of our nature consists^ not in the separation^ but in 
the union of contemplation and of action. ^^ To 
'^ every thing/^ saya the wise man, " there is a 
^^ season f^ and, if there are times when the Day- 
spring summons us to activity, — ^there are times 
also, when, like the patriarch in the text, we are 
invited to ^^meditate in the field, at the even-tide^'^ 

In the generality of men, however, there is some 
secret unwillingness to be employed in the labour 
of meditation ; — ^there is a kind of gloom that it 
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very early agsociated with it in the miads of the 
young ; and when manhood arrives^ the' prospe- 
rous are too gay^ and the active too busy, to listen 
to the voice that suggests it. It is thus, tbat^ even 
in good mind^, some of the most beneficial propen* 
sities of tbeir nature are insensibly obliterated ;--^ 
that all the inviting and propitious seasons of 
thought and of solitude are neglected ;-^and that 
their attention turns unconsciously from the very 
scenes where the benevolence of nature has provi* 
ded for them the amplest sources of tranquillity 
and of repose. 

I wish, at present, to present some views ia 
opposition to this prevailing weakness ; — to shew 
you^ that if there are seasons wlien the inspiration 
of the Almighty calls us to meditation, it is to 
lead us to wisdom and to happiness ; — that there 
is an established train of thought, which such 
seasons necessarily awaken ;~-and that in the 
even4ide, as well as in the sunshine of life, the 
same great ends are pursued, by which He that 
made us wisheth that we should not only be wise 
here, but become wise unto salvation. 

1. l*here is an even-tide in the day,-~an hour 
when the sun retires, and the shadows fall, and 
when nature assumes the appearances of soberness 
and silence. It is an hour from which every 
where the thoughtless fly, as peop1,ed only in their 
imagination with images of gloom ; — it is the hour^ 
on the other hand; which; in every age, the wise 
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baye loved^ as bringing with it sentiments and 
affections more valuable than all the splendours 
of the day. 

Its first impression is to still all the turbulence 
of thought or passion which the day may have 
brought forth. We follow, with our eye, the de- 
scending sun, — we listen to the decaying sounds 
of labour and of toil, — and, when all the fields 
are silent around us, we t^el a kindred stillness 
to breathe upon our souls, and to calm them froni 
the agitations of society. From this fir^t impres- 
sion, there is a second which naturally follows 
it ; — in the day we are living with men, — in the 
even-tide we begin to live with nature ; — ^we see 
the world withdrawn from us, — the shades of 
night darken over the habitations of men, and we 
feel ourselves alone. It is an hour^ fitted, as it 
would seem, by Him who made us, to still, but 
Ivith gentle hand, the throb of every unruly pas* 
sion, and the ardour of every impure desire ; and^ 
While it veils for a time the World that misleads 
lis, to awaken in our hearts those legitimate af- 
fections which the heat of the day may have dis-. 
solved. There is yet a farther scene it presents . 
(o tis : — While the world withdraws from us, and 
Ivhile the shades of the evening darken upon our 
dwellings, the splendours of the firmament ^come 
forward to our view. In the moments tvhen earth 
is overshadowed. Heaven opens to our eyes the 
radiance of a sublimer being ; dur hearts follow 
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the sueeessive splendours of the scene ; and wbile 
we forget^ for a time^ the ohscurity c^ earthly con^- 
eems^ we feel that there are ^^ yet greater thingei 
f^ than these/^ and that we ^^ have a Father who 
^^ dwelleth in the heavens^ and who yet deigneth 
^^ to consider the things that are upon earth/' 

Such is the train of thought which the even-^ 
tide of the day is fitted to excite ; — thoughts seri- 
ous^ doi^btless^ but inviting ; — which lead us daily^ 
as it were^ to the noMest conceptions of our being ; 
•—and which seem destined to return us to the 
world with understandings elevated^ and with 
hearts made better. 

. S. There is^ in the second place^ an ^^even* 
<< tide'' in the year^ — a season^ as we now witness^ 
when the sun withdraws his propitious light^-^ 
when the winds arise^ and the leaves fall^ and 
nature around us seems to sink into decay. It is 
said^ in general^ to be the season of melancholy | 
and if^ by this word^ be meant that it is the time 
of solemn and of serious thought^ it is undoubtedly 
the seasQQ of melanchply ; — ^yet^ it is a melan« 
eholy so soothing^ so gentle in its approach^ and 
90 prophetick in its influence^ that they who have 
known it fee]^ as instinctively^ that it is the doing 
Qf God^ and that the heatt of man is not thuci 
finely touched^ but to fine issues. 

1. It is a sea^on^ in the first place^ which tends 
\» wei^ us from the passions of the world. Every 
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pasdiott^ howerer base or unWorCby^ h fit ele- 
quent. It speaks to ns of present enjoyment ;*-^ 
it tells OS of what men bave done and what men 
may do^ and it supports ns every Where by the 
Example of many around us. When we go out 
into the fields in the evening of the year^ a difRs- 
rent voice approaches us. We regard, even in spite 
0f ourselves^ th^ still but steady advances of time. 
A few days ago^ and the summer of the year wati 
grateful, and every element was filled with Hft^ 
and the sun of Heaven seemed to glory in his 
ascendant. He is now enfeebled in hiis power ; 
the desert no more ^^ blossoms like the rose f^ 
the song of joy is no more beard among the 
branches ; and the earth is strewed with that foli^ 
age which once bespoke the magnificence of sum- 
mer. Whatever may be the passions which soci- 
ety has awakened, we pause amid this apparent 
desolation of nature. We sit down in the lodge 
^' of the way-faring man in the wilderness/^ and 
we feel that all we witness itsr the emblem of our 
own fate. Such also, in a few years, will be our 
own condition. The blossoms of our spring,-^tber 
pride of our summer wfll also fade into decay j — * 
and the pulse that now beats high with viftuouiir 
or with vicious desire, will gradually sink, and? 
then must stop forever. We rise from our men- 
tations with hearts softened and subdued, and we 
return into life as into a shadowy scene, trhere 
we have ^^ disquieted ourselves in vain.'^ Such 
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U the first impressioD which the present sciBne of 
nature h fitted to make upon us. It is this first 
impression which intimidates the thoughtless and 
the gay; and^ indeed^ if there were no other 
reflections that followed^ I know not that it would 
be the husiness of wisdom to recommend such 
meditations. It is the consequences^ however^ 
of such previous tfaoughts> which are chiefly valua* 
ble ; and among these there are two which may 
well deserve our consideration^ 

S. It is the peculiar character of the melan* 
choly which such seasons excite^ that it is general. 
It is not an individual remonstrance ; — ^it is not 
the harsh language of human wisdom^ which too 
<yften insults^ while it instructs us. When the 
winds of automn sigh around us, their voica 
ifieaks not to us only^ but to our kind ; and the 
lesson they teach us is not that we alone decay^: 
but that such also is the fate of all the generations 
of man. — "They are the ^een leaves of the tree 
^ of the desert^ which perish and are renewed.'^ 
In such a sentiment there is a kind of sublimity, 
mingled with its melancholy ; — our tears fall^ but 
they fall not for ourselves ;"^and^ although the 
train of our thoughts may have begun with the 
selfishness of our own concerns^ we feel that^ by 
the mini^stry of some mysterious power^ they end 
in awakening our concern for every being that 
lives« — Yet a few years^ we think, and all that 
now bless^ or all that now cojivulse humanity 
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will also have periahed* The migjkiie^ pagean* 
Iry of life wUl pass^-^the loudest notes of triniapk 
or of conquest will be silait in the grave ;«^ 
tiie wicked^ wherever active^ <^will cease from 
^ troubling/^ and the weary^ wherever sufferings 
^ will be at rest." Under an impression so 
profound^ we fed our own hearts better. The 
eares^ tiie auimoeattes^ the hatreds whieh society 
naj have engendered^ sink uaperceived from our 
bosoms^ In the general desolation of nature^ 
we feel the littleness of our own pasnons ; — ^we 
look forward to that kindred evening whieh time 
mint bring to all ;-i~-we antieipato the graver of 
those we hate, as of those we love. Every usk 
kiiid passion falis^ with the leaves that fUl areiiafll 
iM ; and we return dbwly to our homes^ and to 
the soeiety which surrounds us^ with the wkk 
only to enlighten or to bless them. 

S. If thefo were no other effected my brethren^ 
of such appearances ci nature upon our minds^ 
tliey wtmld still be valuable^^^^hey would teach 
us hamility9--«4ttid with it they would teach ua 
charity, in the same hNHir in which diey tau^ 
us our own fragttity, they would teach us com* 
miseration for the wliote family of ttan.'<--^But 
there is a iSurthw aentiment which sueh scenes 
inspire, mere vp^lmhle tiwn all ; and we know 
Mttte ttie designs of ProvMsnce, when we do net 
yield ourselves in sueh hours to the ben^ceiit 
ilMftinets of oar tnmgiiMUiony 
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It k the unvaryiBg character of nfttuie^ auid 
ell its scenes^ te lead us at last to its author; and 
it is for this final end that all its varieties hav6 
soeh dominion upon our minds. We are led by 
the appearances of spring to see His bounty ;*^ 
we are led by the splendours of snmmer to see 
His greatness. In the present honrs^ we are led 
to a higher sentiment ; and^ what is mostremarka- 
ble, the very cirenmstances of melaneholy are 
these which guide us most seeurely to put our 
trust ii^ Him. We are witnessing the decay of 
the year ; — we go back in imagination^ and find 
that such in every generation has been the fate 
of man ;-*-we look forward^ and we see that t6 
eueh ends all must come at last ;— we lift our 
desponding eyes in search of comfort^ and w6 
eee above us^ One^ ^^ who is ever the same^ and 
^^ to whose years there is no end.'^ Amid the 
vicissitudes of nature^ we discover that central 
majesty ^^ in whom there is no variableness nor 
^^ shadow of tuming.^^ We feel that there is a 
God ; and^ from the tempestuous sea of life^ we 
hail that polar star of nature^ to which a sacred 
instinct had directed our eyes, and which burns 
with undecaying ray to lighten us among all the 
darkness of the deep. 

From this great conviction^ there is another 
sentiment which succeeds. Nature^ indeed^ year- 
ly perishes ; but it is yearly renewed. Amid all 
its changes^ the immortal spirit of Him that made 
it remains ; and the same sun which now marks 
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wHb his receding ray the aatamii of the yeat, will 
again airise in his brightness^ and bring along with 
him the promise of the spring and all the magnift- 
eence of summer. Under such convictions^ hope 
dawns upon tlie sadness of the heart The 
melancholy of decay becomes the very herald of 
renewal ;^-^the magnificent circle of nature opens 
upon our view ;^— we anticipate the analogous re- 
surrection of our being ;-^we see beyond the grave 
a greater spring, and we people it with tiiose who 
have given joy to that which is passed. With 
such final impressions, we submit ourselves gladly 
to the destiny of our being. While the sun ai 
mortality sinks, we hail the rising of the Sun of 
Kigbteousness, and, in the hours ttiat all the hon* 
ours of nature are perishing around us, we pros- 
trate ourselves in deeper adoration before Him 
who ^^ sitteth upon its thrmie.'^ 

Such, my brethren, are the sentiments to which 
the scenes of nature we now witness insensibly 
lead us, aud such the final conclusion of that train 
of thought which they naturally occiision ;-~senti<' 
ments solemn indeed, (as I have said) but sublime^ 
which remove us for a time from life, only to make 
us anticipate something greater ;«>-and which lead 
us, as if by some mysterious charm, from the bo^ 
som of melancholy, to the highest hopes and con- 
solations of our being. I^ then, ^^day unto day 
^^uttereth speech, and year unto year teacheth 
^< knowledge,'^ let not the follies or the gayeties of 
life withdraw us from these kind and salutary ad^ 
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inoDitions, Whatever may be oai^ a^ or condi- 
tioD, natare^ in these faburs^ has its lessons to us 
all ;-^les8ons which all may read^ and all can 
feel ; — and which come to us with that gentle and 
unreproaching voice^ which delights while it in* 
fltracts us, and which marks the fine education of 
Him who is the Father of our spirits. 

Let then the young go out^ in these hours, un* 
der the descending sun of the year, into the fields 
of nature. Their hearte are now ardent with 
hope,~-with the hopes of fame, of honour, or of 
happiness ; and in the long perspective which is 
before them, their imagination creates a world 
where all may be enjoyed* Let the scenes which 
they now may witness, mo4erate, but not extin- 
guish their ambition : — ^while they see the yearly 
desolation of nature, let them see it as the emblem 
of mortal hope ; — while they feel the disproportion 
between the powers they possess, and the time they 
are to be employed, let them carry their ambitious 
eye beyond the world ; — and while, in these sa* 
cred solitudes, a voice iu tiieir own bosom corres- 
ponds to the voice of decaying nature, let them 
take that high decision which becomes those who 
feel themselves the inhabitants of a greater worlds 
and who look to a being incapable of decay. 

Let the busy and the active go out, and pause 
for a time amid the scenes which surround them^ 
and learn the high lesson which nature teaches in 
the hours of its fall. They are now ardent with 
$31 the desires of mortality ;-«-and fiune^ and intei^ 
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est, and pleasure^ are displayiag to then their 
ahadowy promises ; — and^ in the vulgar race pf 
Hfe^ many weak and many worthless passions are 
too naturally engendered. Let them withdraw 
themselves for a time from the agitations <rf the 
world ; — ^let them mark ttie desolation of summer^ 
and listen to the winds of winter^ whieh begin to 
marmur above their heads. It is a scene which, 
with all its power, has yet no reproaeh; — it tells 
them, that such is also the fate to which they must 
come ; — ^that the pulse of passion most one day 
beat low ; — ^that the illusions of time must pass ; — 
and ^^ that the spirit must return to Him who gave 
^^ it.'' It reminds them, with gentle voice, otthat 
innocence in which life was begun, and for which 
no prosperity of vice can make any compensation; 
— and that angel who is one day to stand upon 
the earth, and to ^^ swear that time shall be no 
^^ more,'' seems now to whisper to them, amid the 
hollow winds of the year, what manner of men 
ought they to be, who must meet that decisive hour. 
There is yet another description among those 
who hear me ; — there is an even-tide in haman life, 
a season when the eye becomes dim, and the 
strength decays, and when the winter of age begins 
to shed upon the human head its prophetick snow« 
It is the season of life to which the present is most 
analogous ; uid much it becomes, and much it 
would profit you, my elder brethren, to mark the 
instructions which the season brings. The spring 
and the summw of your days are gone^ and with 
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them^ not only the joys they knew^ bat many of 
the friends who gave thenu Yon have entered 
npon the autumn of your beings and whatever may 
have been the profusion of your spring, or the 
warm intemperance of your summer^ there is yet 
a season of stillness and of solitude which the 
beneficence of Heaven affords you, in which you 
may meditate upon the past and the future, and 
prepare yourselves for the mighty change which 
you are soon to undergo. 

If it be thus, my elder brethren, you have the 
wisdom to use the decaying season of nature, it 
brkigs with it consolations more valuable than all 
the enjoyments of former days. In the long retro- 
spect of your journey, you have seen every day 
the shades of the evening fall, and every year the 
clouds of winter gather. But you have se^i also,, 
every succeeding day, the morning arise in ita 
brightness, and in every succeeding year, the 
Hiring return to renovate the winter of nature. B 
is now you may understand the magnificent Ian- 
^age of Heaven^ — ^it mingles its voice with that 
of revelation,-— it summons you, in these houra 
when the leaves fall, and the winter is gathering, 
to that evening study which the mercy of Heaven 
baa provided in the book of salvation : And, whil» 
the shadowy valley opens which leads to the abode 
of death, it speaks of that hand which can comfort 
and can save, and which can conduct to those 
^ green pastures, and those still waters/^ where 
thera in an eternal spring for the children of God. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SERMON XVII. 



ON THP JtnBILEE, APPOINTED FOR THE SOth ANNIVERSAIIY Of 
THE KING'S ACCESSION, OCTOBER 25, 1809. 



6enebis xliii. 27, 2B. 

^ And Joseph asked them of their welfare, and said. Is yonrfathdr 
well ? The old man of whom ye spake, is he jet aliye ? And thej 
answered, Our father is jet alire. And they bowed down their 
heads, and made obeisance.*^ 

These were the words of the patriarch Josephy 
one of the most distinguished personages whom 
we meet with in the early history of the worlds 
and from whose pathetick story the infant mind 
receives its first impressions of genuine greatness. 
In the preceding part of the narrative^ we feel 
all the interests which arise from adventure and 
success. We rejoice in that event by which the 
inhumanity of his brethren is leading to the pua* 
ishment it deserves ; and while we contemplate^ 
with satisfaction^ the hand of Providence which 
is conducting this interesting story^ we yet trem- 
ble as we proceed^ lest the conceptions we had 
formed of the character of Joseph^ may be lost in 
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Ms aeeomplishment of the dread revenge which 
was then placed in his power. It is the simple^ 
but pathetiek question of the text, which resolves 
all oar doubts. The words^ ^< is your father yet 
^ alive ?'' let us at once into his heart We see 
a mind which neither injury could harden nor 
prosperity corrupt ; whieh looks back with undi<^ 
ttinished aflfection to its first and its purest attach* 
Bients ;--^which hails with thankfulness the inteU 
Ugence^ that that father now lives^ who^ amid all 
his distance^ and all his jgp*eatness^ has never been 
forgotten ; and in these workings of nature in his 
uncormpted bosom^ we readily anticipate all the 
exquisite virtue which he is allerwuds to display. 
It is with a sentiment similar^ I trusty to the 
gratefiil joy of the patriarchy that we^ my brethren^ 
and all the people of this land are now assembled. 
The beneficence of Heaven has permitted us te 
witness an event which it is rarely given to the 
brevity of human life to see; and it has been met 
with feelings which exalt patriotism into devotion. 
— Amid the calamities of war^ and the sufferings 
of nations, the majestick multitude of the British 
pec^le are, in this moment, prostrated in thank-* 
fulness before that Gt)d, by ^^ whom Sangs reig% 
^and Princes minister justice;'^ and while coeval 
thrones are deserted of their possessors, or are 
trembling to their fall, the grateful spirit of this 
country approaches with firm step the throne of itsi 
S9 
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dOvereigi^ bxiA pkeesi oopon lii» groy biifs. tfan 
eaN> wti of patriot glovy* 

- Twke il]%^ «tad that u ibe 4iupX Mid dMtMt 
i^s of our bisdoryv I^as the eye of ik&i fitiz^ 
ipenedupoaa speetaele ga satbUmei and ettit.QiMi 
cgaiii return^ the eyeof ev^ary one tbat lii{es ,wiU 
long have bec»t elmed in Oe gmve. In a nwwfigl 
^ sm^ dei^ asid vaiioM sandtt^iiity^ I feel tbatjUb 
beebmes me to limit myself to il few simple ^oh^ica^ 
vatioBS^— ki^[^y only in beii% peimitted t9 Hl^^ 
my humble voiea witti that oi my eoaatpy^ ail4 in 
being able ^^to bow my head in dbdaanca befpiQ 
« tbe.Kiag of Kings/^ white I aay^ with the a#ee- 
tiMate gnttitade of &e ebildron of Israel^ ^' QW/ 
^/atJter.Js yet alpsc.'^ 

^ It is in gm^ral, I fear^ a very rode and imthMk 
ing estimate thit mem form of <he* dianc^tor of 
aovereigoa ; and there ate prejadiee0 very osmr 
tton in the world, wMch induce^ it to deii^pd^ from 
tiMse who govern mankind, qualities altog^th^ 
ineompatiUie with the welfare or the libi^y fd 
those who are :gDveraed«.«-^The. ioAgiaation of 
youth and of i^mraause is dasaled with the $plel|* 
dottrs of the legislator and the hero;^ — tfm vaaii^ 
of nations is gratified by the §^ry df eoi^et t, and 
with the tale sd extended dominion ;-^?>-and tb^ 
wovld^ in general, judging from tim high and m« 
mantioh standard, are qit to eonoeife tteit n^ ehar 
racters beeome a throne, hut those whie)i dtsplug^ 
these lofty or sanguinary features. They forge^ 
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4o seeaes of tiurbaleiiee or barbmty ; — ^they tet^i^ 
%»k Bfttcure bleecia whjia tte hero trkiinpbs, and 
"that the en^ngi^s of tb^ le^slato? involve also the 
powers of the dt^spot j--4hey forget, .that while tbe 
indivi^al tha» rais^^ himself in their estimatioii^ 
he rises spoB the degmdation of einery other rank 
insoeiety; that vhiae is not . hec^Utory like th^ 
&roiie I and thai the isame wlinited powers whieh 
%nm. at times the palti^ and the hafo^ form, in Ux 
greater profosion, the oj^ressors and the tyrants of 
^eworidi 

Bfit whatever, in the infaney of . nations, be the 
glory of the le^diative mind which ^ves socid;j 
its first foundation^ pr whatever, in snbsequept 
ilines, be the dark wtilijiies of the ecrnqneror^ whose 
exterminating sword i^ the instrament of divine 
justice in avenging its erivses, it is the lofily and 
unshared privilege of Him con^rfay to say^ that sneh 
is not the legyimale ehanteter of its soyerdgpis ; 
And the eitisen of Biitaia 1ms liltle known to esti- 
mai^-the eharader that is worthy of its. throne^ 
when he assimilates it to any situation either <tf 
iineient or of mQdem'greatne9s« Inheriting u con* 
stitulional throne;, to which its &»rper a^tatipns 
have now lent almost the stabilify of natwey and 
Wielding a seeptre which has been gtve% and nftt 
ihrestedfrons his people, tito soveiieign of tjbus eoua* 
try is invested) not with the vnl^r t^nronrs of 
power, but with 1^ majesty a«d sanctity of law } 
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and the charaeter of his greatness^ like tiiai in^oeli 
reigns in the government of the nrnverse^ i« t0 bt 
discerned in the silence of order^ and in the 8teaci« 
ness of regulated wisdotn* Enthroned amid the 
waves of the ocean^ and at a distance from the 
insults of every enemy, it is his prerogative to test 
ninmoved amid all the confliets that may assail him ; 
— ^to delegate to the brave of his people the powers 
which he must not descend to employ himself; — 
and to make the winds and the \imves the nessea* 
gers of his justice or of his mercy to mankind. 

The attitude, therefore, wMeh becomes hkn, is 
not that of the legislator, or the hem, but that of 
the FATHER OF HIS PEOPLE J — the virtucs Which suit 
the majesty of his situation are not those which 
dazzle, but those which blras mankind ;^^and the 
raidiance which ought to snrron&d his throne, is not 
that of personal and dangerous greatness, Imt that 
of legitimate power, and paternal aatherify. 

Such is the character which belongs to the sovei- 
reign of this country ; — such were ^ sratimenie 
which dwelt in the mind of our present sovereign^ 
when, in the first hours of his reign, he made it hie 
proud boast that he was bom a l^ton, a»d whea 
he took that solemn oath to his people, whkh hae 
given the firm consistency of principle to his rei^; 
-—and such, in this hour, after the long trial of fifty 
:^ars, are the virtues which it is the privilege of his 
people to know, and their pride to acknowledge* 
Amid all the dotations of that extended period y^ 
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Amid tlie yean of a reign more ardaouft and. more 
eventfol than any that baa oeeonred in the history 
of mankind ; when society has been assuming a 
new form^ and when causes have began to operate^ 
which may change^ in many respects^ all the social 
Infeftilatiois of mm^-^hia path has been ever the 
simple b«t majestkk path of duty. Firm to tha 
^Migations whidi he first contra^ed to his people^ 
— ^be has idei^tified his. own glory with the glory of 
tibeir eottttitation^ and kavingi with the lofty spirit 
of a king of finglandi less. fortunate nations to re- 
dress theii! wrongly or to remedy their sofferingp^ — 
he has sought only to mi^iitoJii invioli^ the mighty 
system wMeh he was bcN-n to rule^ and which he 
had sworn to nMiintain. While be has thus sought 
io deserve the afiSsetion of his people^ it is his sin* 
gttlar fortune to have gained it> — ^to have reigned 
over men of kindred honour^ and kindred honesty ; 
'—to have founds amid all the turbulence of faction^ 
and all the iffofligacies of party, that the affections 
of his subjeets were still with him; — to have se^n 
his country ascend, amid all its difficulties, to an 
eminence in wealthy in dignity, and in consequence^ 
which no eye of his ancestors had witnessed;-^ 
and, even in the present hour of danger and of 
alarm, to see it display a maginitude of power, and 
assume an attitadte of greatness, which^ at the com^- 
mencement of his reign, the enthusiasm of patriotism 
itself durst not hav^ ve«t«red to foretolL 
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Thi datiMttf tbe4hroM^ however^ demftnd otter 
virtoeB; and lie wlio i» desUoed to rei^ over $ 
free people^ is called by Heaven^ not only to ba 
iheiT sovfereign^ but their model^*«'-4o gp before 
them in the road of piety and virtue, and to gi^t 
to the morals and manners of his age, thfe stam^ 
^f his prevailing example. How these dntie* 
have been accomplished, — what have been the 
private virtues that adorn the throne, — and whul 
has been the tenonr of that exan^e, through the 
long period of half a century, the pioQagmtik 
tnde of the people of this country leaves it not to 
the fidelity of the historian to tell, but seizes thit 
day to acknowledge. 

It acknowledges that elevated piety, which is not 
now only the ornament of his hoary head, but which 
gave grace to the majesty of his youthful throne, 
and wiiich was the pledge to his people of the high 
seqtfments by which his future reign and his future 
lif(^ were to be governed. It acknowledges that 
puifity of domestick manners, which has not only 
been the model, but still more the reproach of his 
subjects; which has given to the usual splendours 
of the court the virtuous simplicity of the cottage ; 
and which has taken from rank and afBuenee all 
the vulgar apologies of vice, by shewing that to 
noble minds the greatest situations are the most 
innocent.- — ^It acknowledges that patriot zea^ 
which has never ceased to glow for the improve* 
ment of his country, which, selecting from the 
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wwMiM oi Mcxmm&m Umt fondanittttUtl art wMch 
giws tbc& pawcr and iade^endeacsiB to natioiis^ 
kas eolteoted tiie rays of royal favoar upon the 
•ifi^le Uboiura of tl^ haritaadman ; Mid. wych^ 
paseing the Ikuts of liii» own eoipire^ has squgbt 
to canry to new and barbaroas shores^ the ble&8«' 
ing9 of eidtivaled life^ and the light of revealedl 
leli^on i — ^it acknowledges yet farth^, that purity 
of taste^ wfaidi has given even to his hours ct 
Idsure and of amusement the character of royaltyi 
-—which has disdained every ignoble pleasure 
by whidi the character of sovereigns has been so 
often degraded^ — ^and which has reserved its 
patronage for those finer arts alone which elevate^ 
without corrupting the human hearty and which 
ally themselves either to the sublimity of religious^ 
or the dignity of moral sentiment. 

These are the virtues which this day acknow* 
ledges; — the virtues characteristick of a sove- 
reign of this country ; which make him indeed 
the father of his people ; and wbich^ in this hour^ 
are marked by Heaven^ not so much by the splen- 
dours of the court which surrounds his throne^ 
or by the throng and acclaim of the thousand 
cities which people his realm^ as by the humble 
tears of the aged peasant in the cottage^ who 
numbers his years by his reign, — who blesseg 
Heaven that his lot has fallen in his days, — and 
who^ when he teachers his children the course 
«f a virtuous life^ points with exulting hand to 
the example of their sovereign upon the throne. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



/ It it i\m uiiaal io&nitjr, howeTer^ of our-Mtteitt 
to undenraloe what yft hav^ long, pospea^ed ;« and 
the eye of the citizeB^ .whiefa^ wheoever it has been 
raised, to the thmne, haa met the aane venerafa^ 
fornix may come at last to regard it with the saim 
aarelessoeaa aqid losenayHli^^ with whieh he re- 
gards the regular basefioeiftce dT Providcnise. 

If so uamanly a wealuM^s should ehill for a 
miHiieiit the gratitude of this day ;— iff ia the bosom 
of one British subjeei^ there cau dwell ignorau^ce 
or indi^rence to the glory of his country, let him 
torn his wayward eye from that .prosperity wliich 
has satiated it, and mark among the nations which 
mrround us, iiehat has been the character of their 
thrones. Let him mark the aspects under wUcfay 
to them, this long period of British greatness com- 
menced, and tliose under which it now has closed j 
-^let him mark what has been the condition of die 
people, where superstition governed, wha« amiH^ 
Ham triumphed, or where profligacy reigned ; — let 
him mark what have been the effects which the 
corruption of courts, the dissolution of publick 
manners, the pride of privileged orders have pro- 
duced, in levelling to the dust the most venerable 
institutions of time ; — let him mark that fiery fur* 
nace, yet intensely burning, in which all the proud. 
est honours of ancestry, and rank, and royalty^ 
have been dissolved, and from the dross of which 
are now issuing vulgar crowns and temporary dia* 
dems. . 
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, FcvHii this tremendous speetacle let him recal 
^his eye to his native land^ green with the dew of 
Heaven^ and rejoicing beneatib the labour of men ; 
— let him listen to the cheerful activity of its cities^ 
and the qarelessisong of its fields : — let him follow 
the sails of its commerce as they brighten beneath 
every wind of Heaven^ and the thunder of its ai^mi^ 
as they roll wherever the waters of the ocean flow ; 
«-^kt him mark the senate^house of his country^ 
jitill rearing its majestick head amid all the other 
destructions of time^ and the sceptre of its dominion 
yet firm in Uiat paternal hand^ which first received 
Ihe ofittiing of his infant loyalty; — and then let 
him say^ whether^ on this memorable day^ it is not 
a good^ as well as a pleasant tiling to be thankful? 
— whether the eye^ which is permitted to see this 
scene of prosperity^ ought not to be raised to that 
Heaven which bestows it? — ^whether there be any 
principle of patriotism so steadfast or so sublime 
as that which is lEHinctified by religion ? — ^whethar 
there be Miy blessings for which a virtuous people 
ought so humbly to bow their heads in obeisance 
to Heaven, as for the lengthened days of a patriot 
king ? — and whether there be any means so power- 
ful to create or to continue the virtues which be- 
come a British throne^ as the willing gratitode of 
a British people ? 

And the children of Israel answered^ ^^Our 
^^ father is yet alive/' There is joy, my brethren, 
there is thankfulness in the words, — but is there 
30 
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not something in them ateio whleh is patheiiek? Is 
(here not something whiefa reminds u» of tbe fteble 
tenure by which all oar affections are held> and 
which points^ with but too intelli^ble a hflnd, to 
that future and ineyitable day> when other tearft 
than those of joy and grattt!ation are to flow. 

It is^ indeed^ the melancholy condition oi onr 
liature ; but let it never be forgotten^ that it is thil 
melancholy condition itself Which gives origin to 
some of our purest virtues; — it is this conscious^ 
ness^-^it is these trembling anticipations*--^whidl 
teach us all the tenderness of duty ; which multi* 
ply our cares as nature seems (o withdraw th6 
object of them from our arms ; and which prompt 
as to strain only more ardently to our emblrace^ tbe 
fkding form that so soon must leave it. 

And Joseph said, ^^ Haste yon, and go up unto 
^^ my father ; and say unto Mm, ct)me down unt^ 
'^^me and tarry not; and thou shall dwdl in the 
^' land of Goshen, and tihou shall be near unto me> 
*^thou, and thy children, and thy children's -chiU 
^^ dren, and thy flocks and thy herd», and all that 
^^ thou hast ; and there Will I nonrish thee, thou> 
^^ and thy children, and thy household, test ever 
*^ thou shouldst come to want.*' 

These were the grateful resolutions of Josf^ph^ 
and such are, my brethren, on this day, and in this 
jplace, the resolutions that become the people d 
tFas land* 
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Boniy (as the greater part of us Iuitq been) be- 
fieatfa Us paternal reign ; sharing in the hononis 
which the virtues of a soyereign ever throw over 
his age^ and in the blessings which Heaven shecb 
upon the thttme that is ^^ estabUshed by righteous- 
*^ nesjs ^^ carried (in pvery year of this long peri- 
od) as we and all oar interests have been in his 
bosom^ an^ remembe^ in every day in every 
prayer whiejb be bfts offered to Heaven^ ours is now 
the grateful dnty tQ nourish his grey hairis with the 
tenderness ftf e^ii^n; — ^to gnard^ with jealous 
love, the throne whioh he fills, alike from foreign 
injury, and from iQterni^l insult j — to press, with 
•more aieetionate loyfilty^ to our bosom that aged 
-head, oyer which ftdy^rai^ has shed other sor- 
rows than those of time i — ^to smooth with fon^ 
hands, that inevitable path, which conducts vir- 
tue as well as gloty to the grave ; — ^and to i^sk^ 
with fervient prayer, that bis remaining course may 
belike that of the suquiier sun, when hejsetsi^ 
last, slowly and $e«Bqely ifi the west, ^mid tb^ 
Uessings of a grateful wor}d. 

These are l^e resolp^ns which befit this plac^ 
And this h wr, — ^the resol^tu^ns which befit a grea^t 
people, who, while they knpw their rights, ae- 
knowledge ako their 44^9 9 — ^^^ resolutions 
-which give the sensihUifiiasjof love to the energies 
4if loyalty j-rwhif^ pfpQUiiip to the successors of 
the thrwe, the path of genuine flory ; — and which^ 
amid all the guilt jytid 4II the piiseries of society^ 
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iestify to Heaven and Earthy tbat there is yet one 
tbrone which is founded in justice^ and one people 
who can honour virtue. 

Tou have now^ my friends and fellow-citizens^ 
performed the solemn duty of this day ; — ^you hare 
obeyed it as men^ by presenting the ofli^ng of 
your united thanksgiving upon the altar of the 
^^ King of Kings ;'' — ^you have hallowed it, I trust, 
as Christians, by making the wretched partakers 
of your joy, — ^by visiting the prisoners in their 
affliction, — ^by " undoing the heavy burdens, and 
^^ letting the oppressed go free/' 

You are now to return into a happy world, — 
to meet the multitude of your brethren and fellow- 
citizens, — and to partake in the diffusion of the 
general joy. Go then, with these high remem- 
brances in your bosom, and open your hearts to 
the sublimity of that sentiment which unites the 
feelings of a free people, and add your voices to 
that prevailing song, which never wakens without 
bidding the British heart beat high with thoughts 
of patriotism and triumph ; — go, ere yet the day 
closes its proud festivity, and assemble your cbiU 
dren about you, and, while the voice of thank- 
fulness is yet loud and long around them, seize 
the auspicious moment to impress upon their ^w- 
ing hearts the love of their coun<a*y. Tell them, 
that these are the honours due to a patriot sove- 
reign; — tell tbem, that the purest breath which 
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Heaven lends to awaken the virtues of tbe throne^ 
is the gratitude of the people ; — tell them, that 
while the adulation of slaves is vice, the loyalty 
of free-born men is virtue ; — and while you raise 
their youthful hands in thankfulness to God, that 
their inheritance is given them in a free country, 
teach them, -in that sacred moment, to pledge their 
youthful hearts to love, and their youthful arms to 
defend it. 
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SERMON XVIIL 

ON THE CONSOLATIONS WHICH THE GOSPEL At'PORDS UNDEft 
THE NATURAL EVILS OF LIFE. 



St. John ix. 1." 

** And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from his 
birth ; — And his disciples asked hlm» saying, JMbister, wha did sin, 
this man or his parents, that he was bom blind ? — ^Jesus answered, 
neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents : but that the works 
of God should be made manifest in him/' 

Among the questions whieh were ptQposed to 
our Saviour by his disciples, there is scarceljr 
any <me of a deeper or more interesting nature^ 
than that which is related in the words of the 
text Wherever we pass throu^ Ufe, we see 
scenes of melancholy^ of misfortune^ and of wretch* 
edness ; and the great question of every human 
heart, is What is the end or purpose of these 
afflictions of our nature ; and upon what princi- 
ple are we to account for them^ in the administra- 
tion of a benevolent God ? It is a question which 
has been asked in every age^ and which has 
received various solutions^ according to the know-- 
ledge and capacity of those who examined it* 
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Bui it ii ia the power of the Son of Gk>d alone 
to give the satisfactory solution ; and it is one of 
the greatest privileges of his followers to kooyr 
the reply* 

All the evils or calamities with which human 
iiature is afflicted^ are reducible to two great class* 
es^ or divisions; and in one or other of them^ 
every suffering or sorrow may be included. 

The first and the greatest of these is^ that 
which arises from ourselves ; — ^the suflbrings 
which arise from* errour^ or from sin. To this 
important class of human miseries^ the answer of 
our Saviour in the te:ict does not apply ; and with 
regard to such evils^ tbf»re are two very impor^ 
tant observations to be made both with regard td 
their origin^ and their end. 

Such evils^ be they of what extent or of what 
kiagnitude they may^ are not the appointments of 
&ody— ^they are the productions of our own will^ 
-^they are the consequences of our own conduct ; 
— and so far are they from arising from his witl^ 
that they all arise from opposition to it^ and from 
neglect or disobedience of those great moral 
laws^ which I|e has ^ven as the fundamental 
principles of our beings and of our happiness. 
The second observation which applies to this 
class of miseries iS| that^ while they derive their 
origin from our own infirmity or guilty their final 
purpose is to restore us^ by repentance^ to the 
innocence and the happiness we had lost. It is 
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for this great end^ that eveiy viee and every folly 
has its own appropriate and proportioned suffer- 
ing ; — ^it is for this purpose^ that the bosom of the 
* guilty is filled with so many dark and instinctive 
fears ; — ^it is for this purpose^, that evil, in so many 
awful and conspicuous shapes, is made to pursue 
fin, that even the spectators of the scene may be 
made wise by the sufferings of others, and returji 
from the deepest tragedy of their nature with 
hearts made wiser and better. With regard to this 
iirst class, then, of human miseriejs, it is obvious^ 
tha,t it derives its origin from man alone, and that, 
even amid all its prevalence or intensity, the spirit 
of God is ever operating " to overcome evil with 
f' final good/' 

The second class of human sufferings are those 
which arise, not from ourselves, but from the laws 
to which our nature is subject ; — the evils which 
the ignorant every where ascribe to chance and to 
time, and which the wise and the pious ascribe to 
the will and providence of God. Of such evils, 
the world affords us many examples; — of such, 
our own hearts are ever forming many fears ;-— 
and with regard to such, it is of deep consequence 
that we should listen, not to the voice of our own 
despondent hearts, but to the blest revelations of 
religion. When, either in ourselves or in others, 
we see it is guilt that is punished ; — we feel the 
justice, and we perceive the end. But when inno- 
cence suffers ; — ^when it is upon the head of the 
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pious and the good that afflictioiis fall^ we are not 
so easily satisfied ; and it is often the most crael 
aggravation of calamity itself, that the innocent 
sufferers are apt to doubt the mercy of Heaven ; 
to fear, like the disciples in the text, ^^ that they 
'^ or their parents had sinned/' and that the mis- 
fortunes they endure are rather punishment than 
trial. — It is this class of evils, peculiarly, to which 
the ever memorable answer of our Saviour has 
respect. It was an innocent sufferer whose mii^- 
fortunes he then commiserated and cured ; and it 
is to such, in every future age, that the mighty and 
consoling language of his reply is addressed. 
The subject, therefore, my brethren, is one which 
has its interest to every human heart ; and what 
this incident contains for our comfort and instruc- 
tion, I shall now endeavour very briefly to explain 
io you. 

1. You will observe then, in the first place, the 
situation and condition of the poor sufferer in the 
text. It is not easy to conceive any being belong- 
ing to the raceLof man more obscure or depressed. 
He is a blind man ; — he is left by his parents (as 
we learn in the sequel of the story,) to the compas- 
sion of the wwld ;^-*he sits by the wayside to im- 
plore it; and it is accident alone which seems to 
bring him within the notice of our Saviour and his 
disciples. No situation of humaa nature can be 
conceived more lost, more insignificant, or more 
Ibrgptten than this which first presents itself in the 
31 
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ptetare ^ and yet, when we learn the whole^ whtii 
we see the conclnsion of the story^ over thU cL&- 
serted and hopeless being we see the eye of Provi- 
dence immediately impending, — we see^^ even be- 
fore hia birth, the important destiny determined^ 
which his calamity was to falfil ; — ^we see^ that 
in him, the ^< works of God were ta be made man- 
^^ifest;'^ and that the cure of an individual^ so 
neglected >and obscure that we know neither his 
history nor name, was yet to be the source of 
instruction and of comfort to many millions of 
mankind, in every succeeding age of the Gospel. 
There is nothing in language^ or in all the powers 
of reasoning, which can so powerfully evince to 
us the great truth of the Providence and perpetuiil 
care of God, as this simple and unadorned fact. 
It tells us, at once, that to his eye all hearts are 
open, all sorrows known, and that no secret suf- 
fering is hid from him ; that wherever the creation 
of God extends, the works of God will be per* 
formed ; and that wherever, in his system^ there 
are mourners, in the same system^there are the 
means of consolation. 

S. You will observe, in the second place^ my 
brethren^ the nature of the calamity which is 
represented to us in the words of the text. It is 
that, of all human sufferings or misfortunes, which 
is at once the most hopeless and the most irreme* 
diable ; in which no exertion of the sufferer him* 
9Q)f can arail^ and in which no benevolent hikova^ 
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tit others can hope for remedy. The poor mail 
upon the waydide was not only blind^ hot was 
born bliniL It is in this very circomstanee ; in 
the hopeless natnre of the calamity, that tlie great 
and consoling lesson of the story consists ; ami 
it was purposely to one whom no human power 
could relieve^ that the Son of God arrives^ to shew 
his disciples then, and for ever, that there are 
greater powers in existence than those of man ; 
that the power of Ood is limited by nothing but 
his will ; — ^that the things which are impossible 
unto man, are possible unto Him ;«->-and that He 
who in one mighty hour said ^^ Let there be light^ 
'^ and there was light,'^ can, in every hour^ cause 
his light to arise over the most hopeless and most 
benighted condition of the human souK 

3. Ton will observe, in the third place, my 
brethren, the character of the person who becomes^ 
in so conspicuous a manner, the object of the di- 
vine mercy. The circumstances transmitted to 
ns, with regard to him, are few ; but they are of 
a nature to afford us full instruction. ^^ Neither 
^^ this man nor his parents had sinned/^ Tim 
affliction with which he was visited was not the 
result of his own folly or guilt, but the appoint- 
ment of Him who made him ; and in his conduct 
under it we discern all the marks of resignation 
and genuine devotion. He complains not; — he 
importunes not $ — he sits humbly by the waysida 
to receive the charity of the passengers, without 
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dcttt^iiig it $ udy M we .r«ad in the sctquel i»f 
the stary^ seenusi to fill up tbe vaeaut bmn of a 
benighted tife^ with the eousolatioiiK of. a yet im- 
peifeet &itb9 and with confldenee m the God of 
his fathers. It is the character^ of all others^ 
iirhieh tl^ gospel loves^ aod which it loves to 
ferm ; the charaeter of humble patience and sab* 
missive piety ; — ^tte chairaeter of silent and nnos* 
tentaHoos goodness ; — Uie character of that simple 
but sublime devotion which humbles itself in all 
situations before the throne of wisdom^ and which 
carries with it the promise of biding yet eicaltedf 
To such a character^ the wiwld^ indeed^ pays litttfft 
attention* But it is precious In the eyes of Him 
<^ who seeth in secret.'^ It is to siiich imflSercifs 
who sit by the wayside of life^ and whose hc^ifts 
are loaded with affliction^ that- the Saviour of the 
world still conies ; — and it is to the eyes wbieh 
are blinded with tears^ that he opsins the prospect 
of that mightier time^ ^ when the works of Cro4 
^^ shall be made manifest.'^ 

Such are the instructions which seem to arisi^ 
from the memorable incident recorded in the tesxJL 
They are instraetions adapted in mercy to all^ in 
the condition of our present buing ; to the inhabir 
tanta of a wofld^ where changes and eJiiances 
seem to reign ; It^bi^re the prosperoas and tl^e hap* 
py are yet eonscious that they have no abidte^ 
place ;--^and where ImpfmtBs isever emhittere4 
by the rem^n^rance of the. &ciUijy with which it 
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nay be lost. Amid tbb sfaadowy and uafindbsiaii*- 
lial seene^ tibey teach as/ tliat theire reigns Oae 
eternal and parental MifiHl; that no eondUi^ft 
which it cotyaios is too low for his love^ or too 
great for his power ; that We, with all itei vairietie^i 
is.enly a preparatory scene in which faith may be 
isxei^isttd,. and hope cultivated, asd charity ex- 
panded ; fuad thai the only immoveable fcmnda- 
&m of human happiness is in obedienee to U«9 
laws, and in resignation to His will. 

Bat to yon,, my afflicted brethren, to you, who- 
ever you may be, who come from the house of 
mourning or of alBliction, the words of the text have 
a still nearer application. It was for you that this 
miracle wa^ perf(wrmed. — It is your eyes that are 
Q^pened in the person of the poor sufferer in the 
Gospel ; and it is to riuse your minds from the 
doubts and th^ despondeneijes which ever fnipgle 
themselves with afflietio^i that the memorable ob- 
servatipna of our Saviour himself were made. 

Do you then doubt, in the first place, with the 
najtnral despondency of sorrow, whether you can 
be the objects of the care of Heaven ? and whether 
your condition can attract the observation of the 
God of Infinity? Go back, my afflicted brethren, 
to the poor sufferer in the text, and reflect on the 
drciimstanees in which you find him ; — remer « 
her, that over him and over his deserted fate, 
the eye of Providence was yet watchful ; — that;, 
cirehia birth, the circumstances^ of his suffering 
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and his reward were designed ; — and that^ froA 
ibis obscure and nameless beings the providence 
of God bath brought instruction and comfort to 
every age and generation of mankind. Whatever, 
then, be the abode to which you return/ go, my 
brethren, with the belief, that there the same God 
is present : — ^that no event has happened there, 
without his permission and appointment ;«^that to 
you, the same Saviour is sent wtto was sent unto 
him 'y — that, to the eye of fafth, his gospel presentd 
more glorious prospects than those which opened 
upon the eyes of the blind ; — and that, for the same 
purpose he comes to you, as he came to him, that, in 
the restoration of your afflicted souls, the love and 
the power of your Saviour may be made manifest* 
Do you tremble, in the second place, (with a 
fear but too closely allied to affliction,) ihni for 
your sorrows there is no remedy?— that hopo 
arises no more for yon, and that there is no power 
in nature which can give you again what yoa 
have lost. Gome, my desponding brethren, t> 
the recollection of the memorable event we are 
considering. Nothing that you can experience is 
so lost, so hopeless, so apparently impossible, as 
the bestowing of sight upon ^^ one that was born 
^^ blind,'' and yet all this was done. There is, 
{hen, a power in nature, which can relieve all the 
sufferings of the human soul ;~-there is a Fatbef" 
in nature, who permits the afflictions of the inno- 
eent, only that he may relieve them by greater 
joy. These are the lessons which this important 
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iueideEt teaebaa ; and there is no calamity of suf- 
&riog nabire to which they do not apply* Is it 
under the loss of health or of strength that you 
labour^ my Inrethreii^ and are age and disease com^ 
log upon you <^ like an armed man ?'' There is^ 
in the universe of God^ another state .of being ; a 
being where pain, and age^ and deaths are un* 
known; and tothis.state yon are permitted to 
aspire.-— Is it under the loss of fortune that you 
grieve, my brethren^ under the neglect and forget* 
fulness of an idle world, and under all the secret 
sorrows with which poverty loads misfortune? The 
^nd which opened the eyes of the blind, points out 
to you a state of a different kind ; a state where 
there are other eyes than tlie careless eyes of 
man ; — where thsre are treasures which admit of 
BO corroptioii; — where the virtues which have 
been nourished in secr^, will be rewarded openly ; 
-«-and whcpre the noblert distinction will be that 
«f those who have ^^ continued patiently in doing 
^^ welL'^ Is it the loss of friends, my brethren, 
ttat you lapent ; of those whom nature and virtue 
has made dear, and who have wound themselves 
around your souls by alt the ties of habit and of 
love ? It is a case where tears are due ;^— it is the 
ease over which, and which alone, the tears of 
the Son of God himself fell, and the sorrow is 
sacred which he has authorized. Yet, my bre- 
thren, let it never be forgotten, that it is he who 
wept who himself provides the remedy, for your 
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tears. It is for yau that lie opens the eyes of 
him who was born blind^ — to shew you^ that eve- 
ry thing that appears Impossible to yon is pos- 
sible nnto him ; it is for you that he himself 
passes before your eyes* trough the valley and 
shadow of deaths that he may shew you that it 
leads only into the sanctuary of God ; — and it is 
for you, and your consolation, that he returns 
again among those whom he had loved, to shew 
you, that death will not separate you for ever 
from those you have lost ; — that the affections of 
virtuous love are as immortal as the being that 
feels them ; — and that where he and they are^ 
you may hope, in one great hour, to be, and to 
be for ever reunited with them. 

Bo you fear, in the last place, my brethren^ 
with a timidity inseparable from affliction, that 
you are unworthy of these hopes ;-~that your 
days of obedience and exertion are gone, and that 
you have nothing now to offer to heaveil, but the 
ruins of a frail and of an useless being ? Gome 
again, my brethren, and look upon the situatioii 
of the poor sufferer in this ^tory. NotMag 
surely in human form was ever mof^ sunk M 
more useless for all the usual purposes of life^ 
and yet it is in these very circumstances that tiie 
greatness and the usefulness of his mind is found* 
It was that secret piety which, the eye <rf the 
world could not see, whieh distinguished him itt 
the eye of the Almighty ; — it wat that fbrvint 
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ebnfldence in the God of Israel, which brought 
the Saviour of the world to his relief ;— it was 
the humility of his sublime submission^ which has 
made him of more usefulness to mankind, than *' 
all who ever yet filled the thrones, or awakened 
tie admiration of a lower world. Whatever then, . 
may be the homes to which you return, carry 
with you, my afflicted brethren, the remembrance 
of his virtues. If it be not in the light and sun- 
shine of life that you are now to act, believe that 
there are virtues belonging to solitude and to 
shade ; and that, wherever virtue can be exerted, 
there honour can be won. Believe, that in the 
^^ sight of him who seeth in secret,^^ the tear of 
submission is sacred, and the prayer for assist- 
ance is heard ; — that there is a blessedness which 
belongs to those that mourn ; — and that the sor- 
rows of the innocent lead ^^ to that purity of 
^^ heart which shall see God f^ — believe, still 
more, that (while you are unconscious of it) there 
is yet an angel present in the " troubled waters'' 
of your soul ; that from your humble and pious re- 
signation, the world around you will receive more 
profound instruction, than from all the activity 
of your prosperous years ; and that, even in the 
depth 'of your closet, your prayers may bring 
down a blessing upon your 'children, and lead 
them and your household unto salvation. 

Return, then, my brethren of affliction, to the 

dwellings which your father has assigned yon, 
9» 
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with all the consolations of your Saviour upon 
your souls. Wherever you return^ there . are 
duties that yet await you; and where ver^ in his 
family^ there are duties to be performed^ there is 
happiness to be gained. Return with that faith 
which is able not only to overcome the world, 
but to overcome all its woes ; — with the belief, 
that no being that God hath made is absent from 
his care, or indifferent to his love; — with the 
belief, that there are no wounds which he cannot 
heal, — no sorrows which he cannot cure, — no 
friends whom he cannot restore. Return still 
more, my brethren, with the high belief, that, to 
your eyes, the great veil of nature is rent in 
twain ; that to you is opened a new Heaven and 
a new Earth ; a scene where the pilgrimage of 
time is to close, where all the kind affections of 
domestick and of social love will be restored ; 
where from every pious eye the hand of God wilj 
wipe away every tear that it has shed, and where^ 
in the great conclusion of existence, ^^ the works 
^{ of God will be made manifest in the reign of 
^^ wisdom, and knowledge, and joy.^^ 

And may the God of all consolation go aloxpg 
with you to all your abodes;— may the Spirit 
that proceedeth from him, confirm your faith, and 
strengthen your hope, and settle your submission ! 
--*and, wlien the years of your trial and your 
darkness are past, may your eyes open upon the 
Saviour you have loved, and upon the friends 
you have lost ! 
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( 

ON THE FAST, FEBBUART, 1811. 

Romans adL 21, 

** Be not orensoaie otevil i bat oreromne eril with gootjU*^ 

Again^ my brethren, we are assembled by thp 
eommand of the Throne, in one of the most solemn 
of our religious duties ; to humble Ourselves before 
the God of the universe, and, in the midst of na- 
tional calamity, to implore His blessing upon our 
councils and our arms. Year follows year, but 
Bone of them briligs with it any promise of peace, 
or any pause from the miseries of war; and the 
wings of time, heavily as they pass by us, are still 
wet with human tears, and still drop with human, 
blood. 

There are yet more striking circumstances, which 
the hours in which we meet bring almost involun* 
tarily into our remembrance. 

The whole Christian world are, at this season, 
united in the common service of penitence and 
meditation ;— the gates of every church are open 
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to the contrite and the sorrowful ; — ^from a thou- 
sand languages^ one uniform voice of prayer and 
of repentance reaches the ear of Heaven ; — and it 
is in this sacred season that umbition is preparing 
its plans^ and war meditating its progress ; — and 
that^ to gratify the insatiable avidities of conquest^ 
every guilt and , every wo is to be let loose upon 
the unoffending race of man^ and ^^ Hie earth again 
^^ to be covered with violence and blood.'' It is 
at this season^ too^ that the spring of nature is re- 
turning; that the sun is rising in his strength; and 
that the breath of Heaven is blowing to awaken^ 
over. the universe^ all the various family of its love; 
— and it is at this beneficent season, that man is 
advancing to the work of desolation ; — ^that uq 
sympathy with Heaven softens his ruthless hefirt ; 
— that the march of armies is to t|*ead upon all the 
prodigality of Providence; — and that the dark 
atrocity of ambition relents not (while it calculates 
its numbers) at the thousands of human sopls whom 
it is to send, ere the season expireis^ to their final 
and their unprepared account. 

If, of such miseries, we, my brethren, were thjf 
authors ; — if it was our ambition or injustice w^el| 
created this dark catalogue of crime ; — ^if it were 
the dread lusts of power, or of wealth, which now 
unsheathed the sword of this country, whatevei 
might be the triumphs that the vulgar tongue might 
tell, or the vulgar ear receive, the laiigqagiB of tbi| 
place at leasts must ever have b^en of a diffibceat 
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kind. The voice of the Gospel mingles with hesi* 
tation with the voice of war^ and when the avarice (Hr 
ambition of nations sends forth^ amid a peaceful 
world^ ^^ the flame of the sword, and the lightning of 
^< the spear/' the only language in which religioncaa 
exiHress itself, is the plaintive, but awful language 
of (be prophet ^^. Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanc- 
^^ tify a fairt, call a solemn assembly. Gather the 
^^ people; sanctify the congregation; assemble 
^^ the elders, ^nd the children, and they that suck 
^^ the breast : and let the priests, and the ministers 
^^ of the Lord, weep between the porch and the 
^^ altar, and kt them say, Bpare thy people, O 
^Lord, and give not thy heritage lo reproach;'' and 
even, while the world was resounding with the 
shouts of victory and of triumph, the only prayM* 
which religicm could pronounce, would be the 
melancholy one of contrition and of sorrow* 
^< Turn thou us, O God of goodness, and we shall 
*^be turned. Be yet favourable to thy people, 
^^ who turn to thee in weeping, and fksting, and 
^^ prayer. — Turn us^ O God of hosts, from all the 
^^ evil of cMir ways ; shew the light of thy counte- 
f» nance, and we shall yet be whole.'^ 

It is, however, I trust, my brethren, under very 
different circumstances that we are now assem- 
bled ; and that it is with a less trembling voice, 
that we may now present our prayers unto Heaven. 
Whatever was the occasional origin of that war in 
iflmh we have so long been engaged j-^^^whatever 
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were the views of statesmen or of legislators ;— * 
whatever even may have beea the errours or the 
guilt of its conduct^ I yet trust I 'may say, that, 
upon our part, upon the part of the people of this 
Country, it has never had any other object or end 
than ihUki of justice and of necessity. It has been 
a war which we sought not, and which we were 
unable to avoid ; a war, in which we had nothing 
to acquire, but every thing to preserve ;— -a war, 
in which we have combated not for wealth,* or 
fame, or dominion, but for independence, for liber- 
ty, and for existence ;— it has been a war, (in k 
higher view) in which we have combated, not only 
for ourselves, but for the injured and the oppress- 
ed of every people ; in which we have forgot 
every national animosity when the cry of their 
misery approached us ; and in which we have not 
besitafed to poor the best blood of our country^ 
&at we might loose the bands of wiclcedness, and 
*^ undo the heavy burdens, and bid the oppressed 
**go ffee,^' and break the iron yoke which the 
arm of conquest has so long imposed upon a pros- 
irate world.— It has been a war (in its highest 
view) of moral principle against immoral power ; 
—-in which we have comlmted for all the kws of 
iiatare and of humanity ; — in which we have gone 
forth as the champions of the human race ; and 
shrunk not from the sacriftee of our treasure or 
our blood, that we might stem the torrent of ini- 
quitous amiHtion, and restore the reigaof freedom 
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mnd of happiness to mankinds. These^ and thes,a 
alpne^ have been the objects of the people of this 
gantry. Amid the darkest hours which the 
modem world has seen^^ they have felt what was 
due to themselves^ and to the situation in which 
the Providence of Heavep has placed them ;-r- 
thej have felt that to them^ and to them only^ 
was committed the sacred fire of truth and liber- 
tyj — they have held it yet (I thank God) with i^ 
firm and unwavering hand j and they will 3till 
hpld it (1 trust in bis Frpvidence) until its radi* 
ance shall break through all the clouds that in- 
volve it^ and restore the light and life of moral 
day to a dark and to a suffering world. 

In such circumstances^ my brethren^ and in 
such a contest^ the language ,of this place ought 
not to be that of despondence or of fear. The 
appropriate language is that of the apostle ; '^ be 
^ not overcome of evil ; but overcome evil with 
^^ good*'^ Be satisfied^ that^ amid the sufferings 
and the calamities of nature^ the same guardian 
Providence reigns^ as amid its prosperities imd its 
peace ;<— be assured^ that it is in the midst of 
sufferiJ^g and of trials that evwy thing that is 
goody and eveiy thing that is great in the iMiman 
mind^ is awakeMd^ and brought forth ; — ^be con- 
jidca&t thaty in the lofty designs of Heaven/ evil 
ahall ever be overcome with good^ and that, in 
the spirit of religions faith^ there is a << might 
^^ whieh can overcome the world^'' and make the 
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nttod of vma nwft^Aimv to every etil tbaA eitti^ 
assail him*. Such vi^as the high language whkh 
the ajpestle used to the early Chrbtians^ in the 
disastroas and hopeless days of their weakness 
and p^secution. The doctrine was believed^ and 
the prophecy was folfiUed. They met the evils 
of their days with the faith and the obedience that 
became them ;^*— their meek but majestiek sphrit 
overcame the world that persecuted them ;«--^ 
and^ ere long^ the cross of their Master was 
raised^ upon every spot where the martyr had 
perished in the flame. 

It is in such principles^ my brethren, and in 
such an example, that we best can learn the in- 
struction which this day both requires and aiFords. 
However different maybe the sufibrings &t the 
calamities to which we are exposed, nature, and 
the God of nature, are the same ; and if we have 
the magnanimity not to suffer ourselves ^^ to be 
^^ overcome with eviy we may trust in the same 
Providence, that He is able *^ to overcome every 
^^evil with good/^ 

1. -^re you then overcome^ my brethren, (in 
hours of calamity like the present) with the dread, 
that the affairs of men are left to chance and 
time ? — and that, in the hours of national* dis- 
tress, no guardian providence is present? I ask ' 
you not to raise your eye to the universe which 
surrounds you, to mark that silent but unceasing^ 
order^ ^^ in which not a sparrow falleth to ihip ' 
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^^ ^rouftd^ withoat the ^nowkidgc^' nf hi* ttiat 

liMde it ; — ^I ask you Dot to rwal to ^Dafiielvw'tiiQ 

htetory of revelation^ and tp see, fr^m the cradle 

of the iiifaait w<n-ld, the eaiie of a.pi^temal Beity 

unfolding itself with iner^ing and jMrosressiMr 

radiaoee ;'-^I ask yon mdy to lay your Sialidfli 

upon your own heaits^-^to ask yottrselves^' 

whether there be any sitiktion of daffienlty or of 

caiamity tiiat can happen to nan, whieh has not 

ite assigned and correspondent daty ?^»^w))etl|^r 

there he any exigency of private m of ^ ubliek 

life, where conscience doth not follow us P-*«-and 

whetiier there be any scene of time so deserted 

and so dark, where the inspiration of the Almighty 

dotH not tell us, what Hg demands, and what 

man expects of us? If this be the great fact of 

our nature, there is then no dominion of chance ; 

— 4liere is no possible situation of suffering whi^h 

is not foreseen and provided for. In the presence 

of conscience, we live in the presence of Heaven : 

•-«and &ie voice which speaks to man, in ^^ the 

^4tlll ^matji voice^' of his own lieart, is the same 

wMch speaks to the angel and itie archangel, 

^ tMKk amid the sa^hire Maz^ ^of HiG eternad 

UtMne. 

fi. Aipe you overcome, my brethren^ in another 

ifbw, In th^ usual effeminacies ^prost^rity, With 

ibe itM tkiit adverdiy ias no eoittpensationfiK$ 

and Umt, in 4lie lifMirs of faardi^p aitd tff t»ili!^ 

AoM is noCUng fo«t wretdiedness and wo? iBise 
83 
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for a womeait, 1 beseeeh you^ from the couch of 
ignoble pleasure^ and look \^ilh the eye of mcQ 
upon the world* that passes^ and the World that 
has passed you. It has many scenes to shew 
yon of greatness and of glory ;— scenes where your 
beart throbs when you contemplate the capacities 
and the energies of your nature ;-*-and where you: 
feel that man is ^< indeed but a little lofwer.than 
^^the angels^'^and that his nature is ^^ made for. 
<^ glory and for honour.'^ What then are those 
scenes ? — and where is it that your eye finds* with- 
transport the examples it has wished ? Is it not 
in the situations of suffering and of hardship ? 
— amid the scenes where every base and selfish 
interest was forgot^ and the generous bosons 
knew no motives but those of private or of pub- 
lick beneficence ;-^-«4imid the scenes where even 
higher motives' reigned^*-— and where the saint 
and the martyr disdained the cross and the flame^ 
to execute the lofty commission which Heaven 
had assigned them. Where is it^ in the same 
manner, that your regards rest, when you peruse 
the annals of mankind ? Oh ! not upon the scenes 
of affluence and prosperity ; — ^not upon the sun- 
shine scenes where every virtue withers, and 
every energy is dissolved ;-~but upon the dark 
i^fid stormy scenes, where freedom sprung, aiid 
patriotism glowed, and every energy of nature 
was called forth, and all the noblest passions of 
the humim bo^om were awakeped ; aiid where> in 
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the midst of hardship and of sufferings a deeper 
happiness was enjoyed^ than ever yetfdl to the lot 
of ease and of seeurity. It is thus that evil is only 
the minister of good ; — it is thas that^ even in its 
darkest aspect^ the chastisements of Heaven are 
only the chastisements of a father; and that, apii4 
the tears and the sufferings of his childreuy they are: 
hardened only to the vigour and to t^ majesty of 
manhood. 

3. Are you overcome, in thd last view, my 
brethren, with the fear that evil has attained its 
dominion ? that the present calamities of time af e 
incapable of remedy ; and that the world is sinkr 
ing into age and degeneracy? Look, my brethre.i|L 
of little faith, at the material world around you^^ 
and say, has its order, and the beneficence of its. 
order failed ? — have storms or tempests quen<^hed 
the light of day ? — have seed-time and harvest for- 
got to return ?<*-and has the sun of Heaven become 
wearied in his path, and ceased to pour life and 
light^opon a grateful world ? Look to the history 
of the moral world, from its first feeble and barba- 
rous cradle, to the hour in which it now resounds 
with the tread of hostile men, and say, has evil 
alone had the dominion there ? — has nothing but 
the guilt of the tyrant and the conqueror been suc- 
cessful ? — has no progress been made in this long 
period, in knowledge, in arts, or in arms ?— has 
the cause of truth, of virtue, and of freedom never 
bpen victorious? — and has the' historian of the hu- 
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Itkkh tAc^ obly to i^cord the progressive deciqf of 
ltd powers^ its kti^wledge^ and its welfkre ? — No> 
itoy 6i^thf en^ in the whole of this review, you see^ 
wn th^ cofitrairy, that there is a power in nature, hy 
trhich evil of every kind is controlled; and that^ 
Attd^t its Atiiiighty guidance, amid all the appa* 
^nt ^akiHities of time, the march of the faam«^ 
mind hks been steady and progressive, to ^^ wis- 
^^ dom, and knowledge, and joy.^^ You see dm 
occasional visitations of war and of calamity <^- 
rating upon the moral world, like the occasional 
tinitations of the Istorm and die teitipeist upon thfe 
material world ; and ending in purifying the morai 
atmosphere) and invigorating Uie powers of moral 
vegetatbtt. f^totii amid all the tempomty depres- 
^ibndt)f the human race, you see them permanent- 
ly eiiiergi'ng into firmer power, and more enli^rt*. 
6ned splendour ; — the harvest of the fausbaudmafi 
waviiig ove)r the field which conquest had wet wMi 
the btood of his fathers ; the band of the hwrnrnt 
pditatidg with exultation to the moulderittj$ tomb 
where the race of his tyrants and hh Of^pressdrs 
impose ^-^aivd the voice of the Gospel icarry^ glad 
tidihgs to ttany a people who had ^^ long sat in 
*^ datknesis, and beneath the shadow of deaitk^^ 
^Ifhfeire^avebeen taany devices in the heart ^of 
^maA'; but thre counisel df Oed liath irtood, aand 
«* win statid fof ever.^^ 

tf lsiu6h, my brethren, be fhe magnificent fsy»tMli 
ih Vhich we livB ; if thene be amoral power in 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ON THE VAST, IftlU Sil 

taWf Whieh niAkes evil only the mmisier of his 
will, anid which is able to ^' overeome every evil 
^ with good/^ it is in elevatiag oarselves to confix 
detiee in this mighty system^ that we best can dis- 
charge the duties of this day* 

We have lotig enjoyed all the blessings of na- 
fiofiaA prosperity; and it has been ^^in secure 
^ habitatioiis^ and amid quiet resting places,^' thaA 
the Providence of Heaven has given us, for a long 
^me, oar repose* We are now summoned to se- 
verer dii^s^ and «re to meet with darker scenes. 
The Sovereign of (to universe hath called us to 
tlie noblest otBce which he accords to the ministra« 
ti6n ei mson) to be the guardiam of human nature, 
and of human welftre. To our care be hath com- 
mitted Ibe present fortunes €i the moral world ; 
attd w^hether they a/re to expire beneath the grasp 
ef ambiti6ii> or to waken a^in to life and liberty, 
Stems now to depend t^on the wisdom of oar 
eonneils^ nnd the valour of^our a^rms. 

There is «s«ie<iiiAg, my brethren, ever a^nima. 
tSftg to the hMmn heart in the approach of great 
dnties^; but there is something srtitl morea.nimating 
in (iie approiM^h of H^se ioftier duties to which we 
Mre SMnnonted by 1h% voice of fieaven ; when we 
a^e caned to march beneath the banners «f Provi- 
denee^ «ind wlmi we f^ ourselves acting as the 
Mnisters of its w^iU in theimpnrvement w renova- 
tfesn <of 4b^ ^orlC It Is in «be belief of this lofty 
«MMii«riM, that the inlmbtta»ts of tUs country 
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should on this day be assembled. — ^It is in tiio 
prayer for assistance to execate it^ that ^ hours 
of this day should be employed ; and^ heavy as 
the darkness may be which hangs upon the future^ 
it ;s in firm reliance upon the wisdom and benevo* 
lence of Him who leads us^ that we should rise 
from our knees^ and advance undaunted mto the 
darkness and the dangers that may await U8« Even 
if we perish in such a cause, we shall at least peririi 
with glory^ and in the field of our duty. The 
sound of our fall will waken tnm. their slumber the 
prostrate nations that surround us ; and from ow 
ashes the breath of Heaven will kindle, in some 
future day, that avenging flame, which is destined 
to penetrate, and to purify the world. 

If such then be the auspices under which we 
advance, — ^if such be the ends we pursue, — let not 
the heart of this country shrink from the dangers 
to which it is still exposed, or from the hardships 
it may be yet doomed to endure. Every thing that 
is animating, — every thing that is commanding in 
nature, are with us. The Providence of Heaven 
calls us, not only ^^ not to be overcome with evil^ 
^^ but to overcome it with good.'^ The shades of 
our ancestors beckon us to follow them in the path 
of freedom and of honour ; — the uplifted hands of 
nations implore us to free them from their chains^ 
and to restore them to the liberty and the dignity of 
man. In so high a contest, be the strokes or the 
hardships that are to await us what they may^ there 
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n yet ^ory in encouiitering them ; and I trast^ 
that^ even at this hour^ there is not one British 
heart that would exchange the perilous but majes- 
tick attitude in which his country stands^ for the 
hollow security of any insidious peace^ or the base 
tranquillity of ignominious submission. 

Nor is it to be foi^tten^ my brethren^ in our 
calculations of the future^ that there is an advantage 
which vice itself ever gives to the virtue w^hich 
opposes it ; and that the efforts of guilt to defend 
itself^ i|,re ever destined^ by the benevolent laws of 
our nature^ to add to its crimes and its dangers. 
In the history of the dark and tremendous power 
that opposes us^ who is there that has not read this 
awful progress P The mask of hypocrisy has long 
fallen ; — the features^ the well-known features, of 
tyranny are descried even by the slaves who serve 
it ; — and the weight of military despotism sinks 
every hour with heavier pressure upon the people 
themselves that created it. Year after year, in 
that great but wretched country, either takes some- 
thing from the happiness of private life, or adds 
something to publick suffering. All that once 
distinguished it is gone ;— the gay and harmless 
intercoAirse of social life is forbidden ; — the voice 
of publick information or instruction is silenced ; 
— ^the spy and the informer glide into the sacred 
privacies of domestick confidence ; — and from the 
arms of the mother, the children of her love or of 
"fydf widowhood are torn, that they may swell the 
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ranks of armies, whose banners she dare not to\* 
low with her prayers. Within these few months, 
my brethren, a new and more gigantiek step has 
been made. The eommerce of the world is to be 
suspended :^*-the pro,8;ress of every nation to 
wealth and to independence is to be stopt ; — the 
projects of insane ambition are to be porsned, not 
by the bravery with which its armies can act, bnt 
by tlie tameness with which its subjects can snf*^ 
fer ; — and the world around is to return to a wil- 
derness, that one impious throne may be ertabUsh* 
ed upon the ruins of all the former honours ^ 
humanity.* 

There is a limit, my brethren, to human suffer, 
ance, and there is an hour in oppression, whea 
resolution springs from despair. To tlmt hour, 
to that avenging hour, time and nature are ap^ 
pronching. ^^ The cup of bitterness is full, and 
^^ there is a drop which will make it overflow.^ 
Unmarked as it may be, amid the blaze of miH* 
tary glory, the dread hand is yet ^ writing on the 
*^ walP' the sentence of its doom ; and however 
late may be its arrival, the hour is yet steadily 
approaching, when ^^evii will be overcome with 
^^ good f^ — and when the life blood of an injured 
world will collect at the heart, and^ by one oon- 
Tulsive effort, throw off the load that has oppressr 
ed it. 

* TM ** ContiQental €^8f«iD*' ma now in jRvor. 
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While these are tbe dark and ominous scenes 
iiiat are passing around ns^ there is^ to the people 
1^ this country^ in the present hour^ a spectacle 
presented bjrthe beneficence of Heaven^ of a very 
different kind. The clonds that so long have 
hung around the throne have dissolved ; — the 
prityers of a loyal people have been heard ; — and 
our aged sovereign again comes /orward from be- 
Bind the veil of milsfortune^ to ascend his ancient 
throne^ and to meet that glad acclaim^ which but 
lately placed the crown of patriot glory upon his 
grey hairs^ and Which the ear of the tyrant and 
the despot is never destined to know. 

May it be the omen of better days! With him 
may the reign of order, of justice, and of freedom 
return among mankind ! May the last years of 
his reign experience again all the glory and pros- 
perity in which it began : And may his paternal 
eyes not close for ever, until he sees that his peo- 
ple CANNOT be overcome ; but that, in the spirit 
of their country and their faith, they are able to 
^^ overcome evil with good/^ 



34 
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ON WINTER, A$ THE SEASON OF SOCIAL AMUSEMENT; 

PsAi^M Ixxxiv* 5y 6. 

** Blessed are the men, who going through the vale of misery, use it 
for a well ; and the pools are filled with water." 

. Thb words of the text contain^ in tbeir moral 
view^ one of the most beautifal allusions which is to 
be found even in the sacred poetry of the Psalmist. 
They allude to that similitude^ so natural to an 
eastern imagination^ of the course of human life to 
a journey through the sandy desert ;— and they 
represent the scenes of joy and amusement with 
which life is interspersed^ ^^as the green vales of 
^^ the desert^ in which water springs^^' and where 
the weary traveller may find a temporary repose. 
But they represent still more beautifully^ in th6ir 
moral view^ what is the duty of that traveller ;-^ 
not to linger around these fountains of ease and 
joy^ but to use them only as for a well^ to revive 
his exhausted strength/— -to invigorate his pur* 
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posed resolutions^ — and to send him forward 
^^ renewed in his mind/^ on his great journey to 
the promised land. 

I am led^ my brethren^ to this application of the 
beautiful allusion in the text^ by the circumstances 
of the time in which we meet — While the annual 
season of education and business has begun^ there 
haS; at the same time^ still more lately^ b^un among 
us the annual season of pleasure and amusement 
The youngs the gay^ and the opulent, are now 
preparing to enliven the winter of our year with 
artificial joys, and are looking forward to days of 
social mirth, and innocent festivity. It is a mo- 
ment which a benevolent mind cannot look to 
without a kind of melancholy interest Even in 
the midst of his sympathy with the mirth of the 
innocent and the young, his heart will be sad with 
the memory of former days ; — ^when he remembers 
these, now lost to fame, to honour, and to happi^ 
ness, who once entered life with hearts as gay, 
and minds as innocent ; — and when he thinks, 
that, in the bright circle of those he sees, there 
will, too surely, be some, whom this season of 
gayety will lead to errour and to folly, and who 
will live one day to curse their fatal entrance upon 
that scene which now they think prodigal only of < 
joy and happiness. It is under this impression 
that I now wish to submit to the young of our 
congregation, some very simple observations ; and 
ere ihey advance upon the road even of innocent 
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amucsneBt^ to lay before titem some #f the dbm* 
gen wpBh await the inordinate love of it. 

1. |t were nnjast and ungrateM to coneeive 
tiiat 4he amusements fff life are altogether forbid 
by its benefieent Anthor. They serre^ on the ^eos- 
trary^ important purposes m tte economy.of baman 
Ufe^ and are destined to produce impoitent effeets^ 
both upon our happiness and eharaeter* They 
are^ in tiie first plaee^ in the language of the 
Psalmist, ^the wells of the desert;'' the kind 
resting-places in which toil may relast, in whieh 
the weary spirit may rcseaver its tone, and where 
the desponding mind may reassume its strengiii 
and its hopes. — ^They are, ki another ^w> (ti 
some importance to the dignify of m^tidual eha- 
raeten In evary thing we call amusement, there 
is generally some display of taste and of inm^na- 
tion, — some elevation of the mind from mere ani- 
mal indulgence, or the basemes of sensual desire; 
!Even in the scenes (tf relaxation, therrfore, they- 
have a tendency to preserve the dignity of humafi 
eharacter, and to fill up the vacant and unguarded 
hours of life with occupations innocent at least, if 
not virtuous* But their principal effect, perhaps, 
is upon the social eharacter of man* Whenever 
s^musement is sought, it is in the society of our 
brethren ; and whenever it is found, it is in our 
sympathy with the happiness of those around us. 
It bespeaks the disposition of benevolence, and it 
creates it» When men assemble, accordingly, for 
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the purpose of general happiness or joy, they ex- 
hibit to the thoaghtfol eye, one of Uie most please 
ing appearances of their original charaeter. They 
leave behind them, for a time, the faults of their 
station and the asperities of their temper ;— 4hey 
foi^tthe secret views, and the selfish purposes ot 
their ordinary life, and mingle with the crowd 
around them with no other view than to recme 
and to communicate happiness^ It is a spectacle 
which it is impossible to observe without emotion ; 
and, while the virtnous man rejoices at that evi<^ 
dence which it affords of the benevolent constitU'- 
^n of his nature, the pious man is apt to bless the 
benevolence of that God, who thus makes the wiU 
demess and the solitary place be glad, and whose 
wisdom renders even the hours of amusement sub- 
servient to the cause of virtue. 

S. It is not, therefore, my brethren, the use of 
the innocent amusements of life which is danger^ 
ens, but the abuse of them ; — ^it is not when they 
ftre occasionally, but when they are constanUy 
pursued ; when the love of amusement degene- 
rates into a passion, and when, from being an oc- 
easimial indulgence, it becomes a habitual desire. 
What the consequences of thu inor^nate love of 
amusement are, I shall now endeavour very briefly 
to shew you. 

When we look, in a mwal view, to the conse- 
quences of human pursuits, we are not to stop at 
the precise and immediate effocts which they may 
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seem to have upon character. It* is chiefly by the 
general frame of mind they produce^ and the habi* 
tual dispositions they create^ that we are to deter* 
mine whether their^ influence is fortunate or unfor- 
tunate on those who are engaged in them. In 
every pursuit^ whatever gives strength and ei^rgy 
to the mind of man^ experience teaches to be fa<* 
vourabletothe interests of piety^ of knowledge^ and 
virtue ;— in every pursuit^ on the contrary, what- 
ever enfeebles or limits the powers of mind^ the 
same experience every where shews to be hostile 
to the best interests of human nature. 

If it is in this view we consider the effects of tKe 
habitual love even of the most innocent amusement^ 
we shall find that it produces necessarilyy for the 
hour in which it is indulged, an enfeebled and 
dependent frame of mind; that in such scenee 
energy resolves, and resolution fades ; — ^that in' the 
enjoyment of the present hour, the past and the 
future are alike forgotten ; and that the heart learns 
to be satisfied with passive emotion^ and momen^ 
tary pleasure. . . 

It is to this single observation, my young friendg^ 
that I wish at present to direct your attention ; and 
to entreat you to consider what may be expected 
td be the effects of such a character of mind, at 
your age, upon the honour and happiness of future 
life. 

1. It tends to degrade all the powers of the un- 
derstanding. It is the eternal law of nature ttmt 
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tnrth and wisdom are the offspring of labour^ of 
vigour^ and perseverance in every worthy object 
of pursuit. The eialnent jstations of fame^ accord- 
ii^ly^ and the distinguished honours of knowledge 
have, in every age, been the reward only of such 
early attainments, of that cherished elevation of 
mind which pursues only magnificent ends, and of 
that heroick fortitude which, whether in action or 
in speculation, pursues them by the means of unde- 
viating exertion* For the production of such a 
character, no discipline can be so unfit as that of 
the habitual love of amusement. It kindles not the 
cgre of ambition ; — ^it bids the heart beat with no 
throb of generous admiration ;-T-it lets the soul be 
ealm, while all the rest of our fellows are passing 
us in^the road of virtue or of science. Satisfied 
with humble and momentary enjoyment, it aspires 
to no honour, no praise, no pre-eminence, and, con- 
tented with the idle gratification of the present 
hour, forgets alike what man has done, and what 
man was born to do. 

If such be the character of the youthful mind, if 
it be with such aims and such ambition that its 
natural elevation can be satisfied, am I to ask you, 
my brethren, what must be the appearances of 
riper years? — ^what the effect of such habits of 
thought upon the understanding of manhood ? Alas ! 
a greater instructer, the mighty instructer, expe- 
rience^ may shew you in every rank of life what 
"i^iiuse offsets are. — ^It will shew you men born 
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with every capacity^ and whose flni years ^w^ 
ed with every honourable ambitioii^ whom n9 
vice even now degrade, and to whom no aetaial 
guilt is affixed^ who yet live in the eye of the 
world only as the ol]geete of pity or. of scorn, — * 
who, in the idle career of habitaal amusMiettt^ 
have dissipated all their powem, and lost all their 
ambition, — ^and who exist now for no purpose, bsl^ 
to be the sad memorials of ignoble taste and de« 
graded anderstanding. 

S. The inordinate love ^ pleasora is, in the 
second place, equally hostile to the moral chaiaactar* 
If the feeble and passive disposition of mind which 
it produces be unfavourable to Uie exertions of the; 
understanding, it is, in the same measure as ua* 
favourable to the best emjdoyments of the heart. 
The great duties of life^ the duties for wlaeh every 
man and woman is born, demand, in all situations^ 
the mind of labour and perseverance. From the 
first hour of existence to the la8t,-~from the cra^ 
of the infant, beside which the mother watches 
with unslumbering eye, to the grave of the a^d, 
where the son pours his last tears upon the Iner 
of his father, — ^in all Aat intermedkite time, every 
day calls for exertion and activity, and the moral 
honours of our bding can only be won by tiie stead* 
fast magnanimity of pious duty. If sneh be tho 
laborious but animating destiny of man, is it, my 
brethren, in the enervating school ot hahitoal 
amusement, that the young am to fit timuelfM 
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ftr its h^ dischai^? £9 it from faeiiee that tia» 
legislator is to learn those lengthened tpila which 
dedde the happiness of nations ; or the warrioury 
ihat undaunted spirit^ which can scorn both dan- 
ger and death in the defence of his country ? Or 
is it here^ my young friends^ that experience tellf 
yon, you can bes^ leatn to perform the com* 
WM duties of your comiiig days ; those sacred 
duties of donestiek life which every one is called 
to discharge, from which neither riches nor pover^- 
ij are free, and which, fiur more than all others^ 
fifen to you the solemn prospect of either being 
the blessings or the curses of society. Alas ! e^ 
perience has here also decided ; it tells you, that 
the mind which exists only for pleasure, cannot 
exist for duty ; — ^it tells you, that the feeble and 
selfish spirit of amusement gradually cmrpdes all 
the bencYolent emotions of the heart, and withers 
the most sacred ties of domestick affection; — ^a^d 
it points its awful finger to the e:^mples of those, 
alas I of both sexes, ^hom the unrestrained love 
of idle pleasure first led to errour and folly, an|l 
whom, with sui^ bpt ffital progpress, it \iw sin^o^ 
condneted to be thi^ ^i^eifi oi sec^ret s)iame> and 
pifblisk infamy. 

S« Li t^ last plape, ^his u^^i^ply di^piE^itlnn 
is equally f^M to happipess as to virtue. It |s 
tUs which is M bisautifiilly expressed ii^ the con- 
eiu^g words of tbfs t^xL ^^ Blessed ar^ they, 

^^ who, going through the vide of misery, uf e it for 
35 
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<^ a well ; and the pools are filled with wate?.^ 
It means obviously^ that to the wise and virtaon^ 
to those who use the pleasures of life only as a 
temporary relaxation^ as a resting-place to animate 
them on the great journey on which they are trav^ 
elling, the hours of amusement bring real pleasure $ 
that to them the well of joy is ever fnll^ while te 
those who linger by its side^ its waters are seoft 
dried and exhausted. It is an observation^ the 
truth of which every one must perceive and feeh 
I speak not now of those Mtter waters wMch mmA 
mingle themselves with the well of unhallowed 
pleasure^^-of the secret reproaches of accusing 
conscience, — of the sad sense of shame and dis- 
lionour^ — and of that degraded spirit^ which must 
bend itself beneath the scorn of the world ; — I 
speak only of the simple and natural effect of un- 
wise indulgence; — ^that it renders the mind callous 
to enjoyment ; — and that, even though the *^ tova^ 
^^ tain were full of water^'' the feverish lip is inca» 
pable of satiating its thirst Alas ! here too^ my 
brethren^ we may see the examples of human folly; 
~we may see around us every where the fatal effects 
of unrestrained pleasure^ — ^the young sickening in 
the midst of every pure and genuine enjoyment ;-r-* 
the mature hastening^ wiUi hopeless step^ to fill up 
the hours of a vitkted beii^ ; — and; what is still 
more wretched^ the hoary head wandering in the 
way of folly^ and, with an unhallowed dotage^ re- 
turning againio the foifles and the amusements of 
childhood. 
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Such then^ my young friends^ are the natural 
itxiA experienced consequences of the inordinate 
feve even of innocent amusement^ and such the 
intellectual and moral de^adation to which the 
paths of pleasure conduct. On that paA you are 
now entering, — the season opens to you many va- 
rious sources of enjoyment^-^and many a mreur 
ro^ is prepared to invite you to indulgence and 
joy. At such a time, let me entreat you to pause, 
ere you begin your course ; ere those habits are 
acquired which may never again be subdued ;-^ 
and ere ye permit liie inarms of pleasure to wind 
around your soul their fascinating powers. 

Think, with the elevation and generodity of 
your age, whether this is the course that leads to 
honour or to fame ;-^whether it was in this disci- 
pline that they Were exercised, who, in every age^ 
l»ve blessed, or have enlightened the world, — 
whose shades are present to your midnight 
thoughts,— and whose names you cannot pronounce 
without the tear of gratitude or admiration. 

Think, still more, whether it was to the ends of 
unmanly pleasure that you were dedicated, when 
the solemn service of religion ftrst enrolled you in 
the number of the faithful, and when the ardent 
tears of your parents mingled with the waters of 
your baptism. If they live, is it in such paths 
that their anxious eyes delight to see you tread ? — 
If they are no more, is it on such 9cenes that they 
ean bend their venerated heads from Heaven^ and 
jejoiee in the course of their chUdren ? 
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But, &r more than^all, think, my young ficiends^ 
<m your entrance npon time's eventfiil journey, 
whether it was to pursue the course of an idle, a 
selfish, and an in^orious life, that you were crea« 
ted ^< in ttie itnage of God,'' — and that the inspira^ 
ti:o& of the Almighty himself gave you nnderstaad- 
ilig ?^— whether this was the course which the 
Saviour of the world pursued, and on which he 
hath called you ^< to foUbw him ?"— and Whethtf 
this is the character of those ^^ spirits made per# 
^fect," who, after having finished the journey 
«pon which you are now entering, ^^ stand before 
^^ the throne of that God for ever ?'' 
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6N WI3VTER, as the SEASON OF RELIGIOtJS TttOUGHT. 

Psalm Ixxiv. 17. 
** I^Nni liMt ttftdc stuatDBr and wiid^er.*' 

Upon a former occasion, I addressed myself to 
the yoang of our congregation^ in reference to that 
season of amusement which winter generally 
biiiigs; and I endeavoured to explain to them 
some of those dangers to which the unrestrained 
Jove even of innocent amusement naturally leads^ 
and what are the melancholy effects which it too 
frequentily has^ both qpon their future conduct 
and happiness. 

There are many others^ however^ to whom win- 
ter arrives^ beside the yowng and the gay ; — ^there 
are other sentiments than those of joy^ with which 
the hearts of many meet its approach ; and there 
are higher instructions which it is fitted to give, 
than those which youth alone can derive from it. 
It is io this description of our congregation^ to the 
senous^ the thoughtful; and the oature^ that I now 
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wisfa^ for a few moments^ to address myself j U$ 
shew them what are the lessons which tbey maf* 
draw from the appearances they witness^ m4 to 
suggest to them some of those reflections which 
the season naturally awakens^ and which it would 
be wise in us all to render familiar to our minds* 
I have before had occasion to observe^ that^ 
While the great end of the variation of seasons is 
the support and maintenance of the nmterial wcnrld 
to which we belongs it has yet ako an indirect 
effect in the moral and religioiis instmction of 
man ; and that^ by this silent means^ ^i day unto 
^^ day uttereth unto him speech^ and night unto 
<^ night teacheth him knowledge.'' There aA 
emotions which every where characterize the dif* 
ferent seasons of the year. In its progress^ tha 
savage is led^ as well as the sage^ to see the vary- 
ing attributes of the Divine Mind ; — and^ in ittf 
magnificent circle^ it is fitted to awaken in succes- 
sion, the loftiest sentiments of piety which the 
heart can feel. When spring appears, — when 
the earth is covered with its tender green, and the 
song of happiness is heard in every shade, it is a 
call to us to religious Hope and Joy. Over the 
infant year, the breath of Heaven seems to blow 
with paternal softness, and the heart of man wil- 
lingly participates in the joyfulness of awakened 
nature. When summer reigns, and every element 
is filled with life, and the sun like a giant pursues 
his course through the firmament above; it is the 
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mason of solemn Adoration ; — we see then^ as it 
were^ the majesty of the present God; — and 
wherever we direct our eye^ ^^ the glory of the 
^^ Lord seems to cover the earthy as the waters 
<< cover the sea.'^ When autumn comes^ and the 
annual miracle of nature is completed ; — ^^ when 
^'alHhings that exist have waited upon the God 
^ which made them^ and he hath given them food 
^ in due season^'' it is the appropriate season of 
Thankfulness and Praise* The heart bends with 
instinctive gratitude before him whose beneficence 
^ neither slumbers nor sleeps^'^ and who^ from the 
throne of glory^ ^^ yet riBmembereth the things that 
^ are in Heaven and Earth.'^ 

The season of Winter has also similar instruc* 
Mons ;--4o the thoughtful and the feeling mind it 
comes not without a blessing upon its wings ; — 
and perhaps the ndblest, lessons of religion are ta 
be learnt amid its clouds and storms. 

1. It is^ in the first place^ a season of solemnity, 
and the aspect of every thing around us is fitted to 
call the mind to deep and serious thought. The 
^y variety of nature is no more ; — the sounds of 
joy have ceased, and the flowers which opened to 
ttieray of summer are all now returned. to dust 
The sun himself seems to withdraw his light, or to 
become enfeebled in his power ; and while night 
usurps her dark and silent reign, the hosts of Hea- 
ven burst with new radiance upon our view, and 
pursue through unfathomable space their bright 
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cMeer. It is tke mtaeii when we best learn tin 
Grefttqesfl of Him that made us. The appearanees 
of other seasons conBme our regards chieiy to the 
worid we inhabit. It is in the darkness of winter 
that we raise onr eyes to ^^ those Heavens which 
^^ declare his power^ and to that firmament which 
^^ riieweth his handy work.'' The mii^d expands 
while it loifies itself amid the infinity of being ; and 
from the gloom of this lower worlds imagination 
anticipates the splendours of ^^ those new Heavens 
^^ and that mw earth/' which are to be the final 
seats of the ehildsen of &od. 

But there is still a greater reflection whieh the 
season is destined to inspire. While we contemn- 
plate the decaying sun^-«-while we weep over the 
bier of nature^ and hear the winds of winter deso*- 
lating the earthy — what is it thai this annual revo^ 
lution teaches even to the infant mind ? Js it^ that 
the powers of nature have failed^ that the world 
waxeth old^ and that the night of exkit^qce i^ ap- 
proaching? No! It is^ that this reign of gloom and 
desolation will pass ; — ^it is^ that spring will agi^lp 
return^ and that nature will reassume its robe of 
beauty. In the multitude of years that have gpnp 
before us, this mighty resurrection has annfi^'Uf 
been accomplished. To our fathers, and the old 
time befwe them, the yearly b(^eficen€ie pf H^VQI^ 
has been renewed $ and, while the night ^ wift^ 
has sunk in heaviness, joy hath as nitifofmly at* 
tended &^ mornipg of the spring. 
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^li«l« is no' laiigQa^. whkh can speak more 
ifli&lKgibly to the thoughtful mind than this laa* 
^nage of nature ; and it is repeated to us, as it 
wiBre, every year, to teach us trust and confidence 
in God. It tells us, that the power which ^rst 
created existence is weakened by no time, and sub^ 
ject to no decay ; — it tells us, that, in the majesty 
of His reign, ^^ a thousand years are but as one 
^^ day,^' while, in the beneficence of it, ^^ one day 
^ is as a thousand years ;'' — it tells us, still farther, 
that, in the magnificent system of his government, 
there exists" no evil ; that the appeta^ances, which 
to bur limited and temporary view seem pregnant 
with destruction, are, in the mighty extent of his 
Providence, the sources of returning good ; and 
that, in the very hours when we might conceive 
nature to be deserted and forlorn, the spirit of the 
Almighty is operating with unceasing force, and 
preparing in silence the renovation of the world. 

Such, my brethren, are the first instructions 
which this season is fitted to bring. — Amid the 
solemn thous;hts which it awakens, it leads us to 
the contemplation of that boundless Wisdom which 
governs the revolutions of nature ; — amid the 
apparent decay of being, it reminds us of that 
Almighty Power by which all is renewed ; and, by 
the very contrasts which it presents, it tells us of 
the unceasing Goodness of Him ^^ whom both sum- 
^^ mer and winter obey.'' 

%. There is another view of the subject, 
86 
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The seasons of the year, while they all testify^ 
though with various voice, the attributes of tha 
Almighty, have also analogies to the condition of 
man ; and every language is full of those simili- 
tudes which arise from the progress of the year, 
and the progress of human life. Let me at present 
suggest to you some of the most obvious of those 
reflections which the present season inspires, and 
some of the consolations which the appearances 
of winter dictate to those whose condition may 
resemble it. 

Its first and most obvious analogy is to that of 
old age ; to the darkened eye, and the decaying 
frame, and the hoary head upon which the snows 
of time have fallen. Tou have arrived, my bre« 
thren, like the year, at the winter of your days, 
but, as in the annual revolutions of time. He that 
formed you has not decayed, l^he same power 
which first called you into being, and spread the 
blossoms of your spring, is now, in his great sys- 
tem, conducting you to the termination of your 
days, and resolving your material frame into the 
dust from which it sprung. It is indeed a season 
of solemnity, but let it not be to you a season of 
gloom ; — it is the same goodness which first led 
you into life, which is now withdrawing you from 
it ; — it is the same unwearied care which presided 
over the hour of your birth that will finally pre- 
side over the hour of your dissolution. Amid the 
desolations of winter, the voice of nature tells you, 
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that spring will i^tara^ and the earth will be again 
covered with the glory of the Lord : — Amid the 
weajinees and weariness of age^ the vdee of Rev- 
elation tells yotiy that another s^ing shall visit 
the grave ; " Aat the dead shall rise^ and they 
^< shall be changed ^^ and that, in the great des- 
tiny of the virtnoos soul^ the frailty of man shall 
put on '^ incorruption ;" and the infirmities of age 
shall pot on '' immortality.'' 

The second great relation which the season of 
winter has to the condition of man^ is to that of 
those who mourn ; — those who, in this imperfect 
and unfinished state of being, are suffering under 
the apparent infiuences of chance and time. How 
many are there, in every congregation, to whom 
this similitude may apply!— they who labour 
under the pressure of unmerited disease, — or 
straggle with the hardships of hopeless poverty, 
—or weep over the many unforeseen miseries of 
domestick life ;«-*they who have once known bet- 
ter days, and are now consigned, by the cruelty 
of the world, to obscurity and neglect; — and they, 
far more, who bend over the ashes of those whom 
they loved, and, bereaved of all they held dear, 
refuse the voice of comfort. To such mourners, 
to those who in the state of trial are innocently 
ftuffering, the great language of consolation is 
doubtless that of the Gospel* It is such tears 
which faith alone can dry; — and it is upon such 
secret chambers of resigned distress^ ^^ that the 
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^ spirit of God c!e6eends^ with bealiBg upon 1A§ 
winge.^^ Tet let me also remiad yoa, my brethren^ 
iliat nature too has its voiee of eonsolation ; — and 
tliat the same God who mnde summer the emblem 
<^ the duties of pros^fity, has made ivinter also 
the etablem of the graees of adversity. You have 
arrived, then, at the moral winter of your being, — 
ttie night of sorrow is closing over your heads,-— 
and the sun whieh brightened your former chiys 
seems to be withdrawing from your view. It is 
the kindred spectaele whieh nature now presents 
to your eyes. — Tet the sun, you know, will again 
return unto his plaee in the heavens ; — the clouds 
that shroud the face of the earth will disappear, 
and the voice of joy will be heard amid the pro- 
imses of another season. Think not, my brethren, 
that the Providence whieh thus wateheth over 
material nature is regardless of the moral ha^i* 
Bess of man ;«— think rather, that he thus opens 
to you the laws of his government, and that he 
makes the year of nature the emblem of your im- 
mortal year ; — think, far more, that, in his mora! 
system, there is no evil to the virtuous ; and that 
it is not the momentary state, but the final issue 
which is to disclose his eternal design. While, 
therefore, you see the storms of winter preparing 
the earth for the blossoms of another spring, let 
them be the sign to you of those kind severities bj 
which he prepares your souls for greater joys ; — 
by which he purifies your desires; and strengthens 
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your failfiy and weims yoa fipom the love of a tern* 
porary being ; — and wbile^ daring- the long nighty 
ye behold the splendours of the distant Heavensi 
let them point out to your prophetiek eye^ that 
region of final Uiss^ ^< those green pasturesj, and 
^ those still waters^'' where, after the wilderness 
of life is past, there is ^^rest for the children of 
^«od.^^ 

I would to God, my brethren, that all of us, 
whether young or old, whether sorrowful or hap- 
py, could raise our minds to these high medita- 
tions ; and that, while we listened, in the hours 
of solitude, to the instructions of Revelation, we 
would listen also, in our common hours, to the 
kindred lnstructi<ms of Nature. It is such habils 
of thought that best incorporate religion with our 
souls ;--^that make us see the Deity in every 
scene we visit, and every appearance we behold; 
— and convert the wwld, in which tiie ignorant 
and the thoughtless perceive only the reign of 
chance and time, into the temple of the living and 
the present God. 

Of the innumerable eyes that open upon nature^ 
none but those of man see its author and its end. 
There is something very solemn in this mighty 
privilege* It is the privilege of a being not 
made to perish with Time, and formed, in some 
greater boor, to know him who inhabiteth Eterni- 
ty. It is the privilege, still more, of that be- 
ings whom; amid the clouds and darkness of this 
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lower worlds the Son of God came in mercy to 
seek and to save. 

Let tben^ my brethren^ the storms of winter 
blow^ and the rains of Heaven descend. While 
every inferiour nature shrinks from their approach^ 
let us meet them as the signs of the same good* 
ness^ whioh brings forth the promises of springs 
and fulfils the hopes of the harvest ; — let us see 
them^ as the evidence of that wisdom^ which 
makes momentary evil the source of final goody 
and which can make the tears which mortality 
sheds; in a greater state^ to be reapt in joy. What- 
ever may be the natural or moral appearances 
which we behold^ let us never forget that the 
same Almighty mind reigns amid them all ; — 
that to the wise and the virtuous ^^ all things are 
^^ working tpgether for good ;'' and that^ amid the 
winter of onr moral nature^ that mind is fwmedp 
asd those dispositions are nursed^ which are to 
re-awaken^ under the influence of a greater spring ; 
and to exist when the revolutions of nature ar^ 
pasty and when time itself shall be no more* 
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SERMON XXIL 

ON THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING, JANUARY 13, 1814. 

St. Matthew xvii. 4. 

** Than answered Peter, and said yinto Jesus, Lord, it is gpod fiir im 
to be here : if thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles, one 
for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias.'* 

These words were spoken in a moment of deep 
astonishment and gratitude. Onr Savioor^ as we 
read, had carried up his three disciples^ without 
any previous preparatfon for the mighty scene 
that was to follow^ ^^ into an high mountain^ apart 
^^ by themselves^ and was then transfigured be- 
f^ fore them. And his face did shine as the 
^^sun; and his raiment was as white as light: 
^^ And behold there appeared unto them Moses 
^^ and Elias talking with Him.'^ It was then that 
Peter broke out into those words, that so faithfully 
express the tumult of his astonished but grateful 
mind : ^^ Lord, it is good for us to be here ; and, 
^^ if thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles, 
^^ one for thee, and one »for Moses, and one for 
^^ Elias.^^ 
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It is ivith some such mingled sentiments of 
astonishment and of thankfulness, that the people 
of this country must assemble in the service of 
this grateful day. After long years of doubt and 
of darkness^ after hopes long deferred^ and prayers 
long unanswered, the dawn of brighter years 
seems rising upon the world. The waves of the 
deluge are retiring ; — the green hills appear; — 
the dove of peace seems approaching us with the 
olive branch upon her wings ;«— and tiie radiant 
sign of mercy from above is glowing in the clouds 
of Heaven. In such moments of wonder and of 
joy, I feel that the duties of this place cannot be 
performed. I bow my head before the throne of 
God in deep, (and I could wish in silent) thank- 
fulness. And I dare only present to you a few 
hasty and disturbed reflections, which your own 
meditation must improve. 

What the blessings are, for whidi we are now 
assembled in thankfulness before God, the most 
careless eye must see, and the simplest tongiiA 
can tell. The departed year rose apon us in the 
midst of calamity and gloom. While the great 
contest was as yet doubtful, upon which the fate 
of the social world depended, the miseries of want 
and of war were settling every day more deeply 
over ow own land. The usual chamiels of its 
industry were obstructed ; — ^the sounds of laliour 
and of joy began to cease in our streets ; — the 
character even of our people began to change i-*^ 
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aiid^ amid the gloom that gathered around the 
poor man's heart, new and unheard of crimes 
arose^ and the peaceful habitations of men begaa 
to l)e fill^ with violence and with blood. 

How djISe^eut ajre the scenes with which this 
auapieious yeat begins! — The great conflict oC 
tiie social world isoveir: — The mighty are fallen; 
and thpe weapons of war have perished. — ^The crj 
of freedom bursts from the u&fc^ttered earth ; and 
the banners of victory wave in all the winds of 
heaven. Again, in evety corner of our own land^ 
the voice of joy and of gladness is heard* The 
cheerful sonnds of labour rise again from our 
stre^, and the dwk ocean begins again to bright* 
en ynih our sails^ Over this busy scene of hu« 
man joy, the genial influences of Heaven have 
descended. The unclouded sun of summer has 
ripened for us all the riches of the harvest. The 
God of nature hath crowned the year with bis 
goodness, and all things living are filled with 
plenteousness. Who is there that had not ftilt 
the blei^ings of the year? Even the infant, while 
be partakes, uncoBsckmsty, of the general joy^ 
lifts his iftBocent hands to that Heaven from which 
be sees come all the hopes of man ; and the aged 
man, .when he remembers the sufferings of former 
years, is apt to say with the good old Simeon in 
the gospel, " Lord, now let thy servant depart in 
^^ peace, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation.^^ 
67 
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Bat there are other^ and more general subjectr 
of thankfulness^ my brethren, which ought now 
to occupy our minds. In this solemn hour we 
seem to be conducted by the hand of Heaven, like 
the disciples of old^ unto an high mountain^ from 
which we may look down upon the darkened 
world we have left, and upwards to those scenes 
where Heaven is displaying its glory. The im- 
ages of the past, and of the future, are thronging 
around us ; and, wherever we turn, there are 
new subjects of gratitude that arise before us. 

i. Our first subject of thankfulness on this day^ 
is for our Country f that she has survived all the 
dangers which threatened her ; — ^that she has ful- 
filled the lofty duty to which the will of the Al- 
mighty has called her. Dear even to the savage 
lieart is the Umd of his fathers ; — dear to the cit- 
izen of civilized, ages are the institutions of nation- 
al wisdom, and the monuments of national glory ; 
— but upon no human heart did the claims of his 
country ever fall so deep and so irresistible, as 
they now do upon the citizen of this country* 
Other nations have preceded her in the road of arts 
and arms ; — other nations have wreathed around 
their brows the laurels of science, and the palms 
of victory : But the high destiny to which she has 
of late been called, no other nation has ever shar- 
ed vtrith her ; and all the glories of former times 
jEade before the moral splendour which now encir- 
cles her. She has been called to guard the for- 
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ianes of the humiui race ; to preserve^ amid her 
wav€s^ the sacred flame that was to relame the 
world ; and^ like the cherubim that watched the 
gates of paradise^ to turn every way her flaming 
sword against the foes of God and man. These 
were her duties, and nobly has she fulfilled them. 
Through every dark, and every disastrous year ; 
— while nation after nation sunk around her ; — 
while monarchs bent their imperial heads beneath 
the yoke, and the pulse of moral nature seemed to 
stand still in ignominious terrour,— -She alone 
hath stood, insensible to fear, and incapable of 
submission. It is her hand, that, amid the dark- 
ness of the storm, hath still steadfastly pointed 
the road to liberty ; it is her treasures which have 
clothed every trembling people with armour for 
the combat; — it is her sons, (her gallant sons!) 
who have rushed into the van of battle, and first 
broke the spell that paralyzed the world ; and, in 
these recent days, it is her commanding voice that 
has wakened the slumbering nations of mankind^ 
and sent them on their glorious march, conquering 
and to conquer. — And now^ my brethren, in the 
hour of her triumph, — now, when all that is brave 
or generous in the human race bow before her, — 
where is she to be found ? And what is the atti- 
tude in which she presents herself to her children ? 
—•Oh,— not in the attitude of human pride, or 
human arrogance ; — not with the laurels of victo- 
ry upon her brow, or with troops of captives foU 
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lowhig her chariot wheels : — ^Itis In the atiltade of 
pious thankfulness ; with hands uplifted inpraise, 
and eyes downcast in gratitode ; — ^it is before the 
Eternal Throne that she hows her victorious head, 
and casts her crown of glory irpon the ground, 
and calls her children to kneel along with her, 
and to praise the Father of Nature that he hath 
selected her to be the instrument of his mercy to 
mankind. These are triumphs to which the his- 
tory of the world has no parallel. In the long 
line of her splendour, >irhat hour is to be compared 
with this ? Which of us does not feel somewhat 
of her glory to be reflected upon our own heads ? 
And what British heart is there which does not 
pray that such may be ever her name, and her 
character among mankind ? 

S. From your own country, my brethren, turn 
your eyes, in the second place, to the world around 
you ; observe the prospects that are now opening 
upon the human race ; and say, whether there be 
not here a new subject of thankfulness to Heaven. 

The years which we have seen have been years 
of no common apprehension or despondence. It 
was not with the usual features of publick dis- 
tress they were marked, — by riches dissipated, 
or provinces lost, or armies defeated ; — ^it was by 
features of a deeper hue, and of a more terrifick 
form. Through the whole social system a spirit 
of moral disorder had gone forth, which seemed 
to threaten the dissolution, of society itself. Be- 
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^e tbe gigantiek laarch of violence and of ambi- 
tlou, tbe human head seemed every where to 
bew^ and the human heart to lose its energy. 
Kings sunk Arom their thrones^ and nations sur- 
rendered their liberties. The occupations of in- 
dustry ceased ; — ^the intercourse of nations was 
arrested ;-^and men seemed quietly to resign 
themselves to poverty and to sufferings that one 
arrogant nation might rnle^ and one impious mind 
triumph. It seemed^ to our desponding eye^ as 
if the old age of the human race had come^ — as 
if the San of Righteousness was about to set 
amid the shadows of evenings and one long night 
overspread the moral world. These days^ and 
these terrours^ are past. The spirit of God hath 
Ugain moved upon the face of the deep^ and the 
order and the harmony of creation is again be- 
ginning to appear. The dread career of guilt 
and of ambition hath been run ; their temporary 
triumphs fade ; and the Eternal hand hath mark- 
ed the line whither they shall come^ and no far- 
ther, and where their proud waves shall be staid. 
From every corner of the baptized world ; ^^ from 
^^ the east and from the west ; from the south and 
from the north,^^ the warriours of justice and of 
freedom come. Their sovereigns even lead the 
way, and place the helmet upon their imperial 
brows, and march with their people into glorious 
battle. Beneath their victorious banners kings 
re-ascend their thrones, and nations recover their 
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liberties. Tbe fetters fall from the hands of iii^ 
dustry ; the ocean echoes anew to the song of the 
mariner ; liberty and joy re-enter the poor man's 
dwelling ; and the voice of the mother is no longer 
weeping for the children^ that (lave been torn from 
her arms to swell the hosts of a tyrant. Who is 
there among us^ my brethren^ that is admitted to 
witness this moral transfiguration^ who doth not 
hear also the voice of Grod? and where is the 
country from which, in these blest days, the song 
of triumph does not rise, ^^ The hosts of the guilty 
^^are scattered^ and the Lord God Omnipotent 
<^reigneth?'' 

3. There is yet, however, my bi'ethren, another 
subject of thankfulness upon this day. It is for 
the religious prospects that are opening upon man- 
kind, and for that renewed light with which the 
Day Spring from on high is now rising upon the 
Christian world. 

Deep as hath been the gloom which so long has 
settled upon the societies of men, its most appalling 
feature hath been its impiety ; and when you trace 
the late miseries of mankind to their source, you 
will find them all to originate in that cold and 
cheerless spirit of Infidelity, which arose in the 
centre of European civilization ; — which dried up, 
us it spread, all the fountains of greatness, or of 
generosity in the human soul ;— -and which, dis^ 
solving all the obligations, and all tbe charities of 
life, ceased not till it had extinguished both thQ 
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majesty of the throne and the sanctity of the altar* 
It was from this dense and pestilential vapour that 
that terrifick form arose^ upon which^ like the 
vision which appeared unto the prophet^ the world 
for so many years . has gazed with astonishment 
and with alarm. It was from hence that those 
impious hosts haveissued, whose crimes and whose 
impieties have still more appalled mankind than 
their arms ; who warred not with the common guilt 
of men^ against the wealth or the liberties of na^ 
tionsy but against all that man holds dear^ or nations 
think holy ; — who struck the dagger of their enmi* 
ty, not into the bosoms but into the souls of the 
conquered ; — and who thought their infernal tri- 
umph incomplete^ until they had overthrown every 
altar at which human misery wept^ and was com- 
forted. 

These days, too, are over. ^^ He hath blown 
^^ with his wind, and they are scattered.'^ The 
cross is again triumphant in the sky, and in its 
sign the faithful have conquered. The might of 
the gospel hath infused itself into the soldier^s arm $ 
and, while the foe is prostrate upon %e ground, 
the mild, but thrilling voice, seems again to be 
heard from Heaven, ^^ I am Jesus, whom thon per- 
^^ secutest/' 

— The days, indeed, are past, but their memory, 
my brethren, will never pass. They will remain 
to the last posterity to record the dread effects of 
infidelity upon human happiness, and upon human 
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character. The eyes of the most distant genera* 
tions will look back upon them and tremble ; and 
the parent of every future age^ when he wishes to 
instruct his children in the importance of religion 
to human welfare^ will point to thi^ darkest page 
in the history of man^ and they will weep^ and be 
instructed. 

While these dread scenes are withdrawing from 
our view^ how beautiful^ en the other hand^ and 
how welcome to every Christian heart, are the 
prospects that are now unfolding themselves ! The 
prospects of reviving Faith^ and awakened Hope^ 
and unfettered Charity. We seem to hear again5 
in our eventful days^ the song that broke the silence 
of the nighty to announce ^^ glory to God^ and on 
^^ earth peace, and good will to mankind.^^ The 
high visions of Christian promise seem to open in 
long perspective before us. The years draw nigh 
^^ when all nations shall rest in secure lmbitati<ms, 
^^and in quiet resting-places, and when there shall 
^^ be wars no more.'^ We bend in thankfulness 
before the promises of our faith ; the events of time 
mingle wi^Ji the prophecies of religion ; and we 
say, with new emotion, to the God who gave them, 
^^ Thy kingdom come ! Thy will be done in earth 
^* as it is in Heaven V^ 

Yes ! my brethren, it is good for us to be here* 
It is good for us, while all these blessiiiigs have 
descended upon our own land, to bow ourselves on 
this day, with all its inhabitants, before the CM of 
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our fathers. It is good for iis^ ivbile all these pros- 
pects are opening upon the nations of the Christian 
world, to offer our praise as the first-fruits of hu* 
man gratitude ; and, as we have led them into the 
field of combat with the injustice of man, to lead 
them now into the temple of praise before the 
throne of Heaven. 

Tet of so great a day, who would not wish some 
monuments to remain ! — some memorials of tbouglrt 
and of emotion which might survive the hour that 
awakens them ! — If these be our sentiments, my 
brethren, let us, in these -moments, imitate the 
grateful feeling of the disciple. Let us, too, raise 
here three tabernacles in our bosoms : three altars, 
on which we may place the offerings of our grati- 
tudp, and to which, whatever may be the aspect of 
future days, we may return to feel again the lofty 
sentiments of this. 

Let the first be raised to our Faith, to that faith 
^^ in which our fathers trusted and were holpen ; 
*^ which is able to overcome the World :^^ and in 
the mis;ht of which, men and nations are secure of 
immortal triumph. 

Let the next be raised to our Country ; to that 
country which so long has stood the landmark of 
the human race, and against which " the winds 
*^ and the waves have beat in vain.'^ Let our 
praise ascend to the statesmen who have guided 
ber councils :— to the warriours who have wielded 
her arms ; — and to that niajestick People, whoy 
38 
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Ibr SO man J years, have bonie every thing, thai 
fliey might preserve the liberty which their fa* 
thers bequeathed them : And, though one sadden* 
tng refleetbn must dim the splendour of the day, 
though the Father of his Peofrfe can no longer bear 
Me voice of their praise, let not our gratitude yield 
to misfortune, but let the blessings of his assenu 
bled people fall Otis day upon his grey head, and 
precede the rewurds of a greater world. 
, Let the last be raised, my brethren, to Those 
who have Fallen in this mighty contest^ to the 
memory of the young and the brave who have pur«> 
chased, with their blood, the freedom of their 
country, and of mankind. — While the bones of that 
impious host, that delied the living Gfod, lie scatter- 
ed over every foreign Und, and whiten, unheeded^ 
in the winds oi winter, let iheir ashes be gathered 
with pious care, let their monuments rise among ev- 
ery people whom they have saved, and their names 
dignify the annals of their country for ever* Over 
the hallowed page which records their valour, 
and their fall, let the aged of our people, in every 
future year, pour the tears that are due to the 
memories of the departed brave ; and thence let 
the yonng of our latest generations learn, what are 
the energies of ft-itish Freedom, and whai; the 
genuine path of British Olory. 

And Thou, ^^ O God of our fathers ; Thou^ 
^^ who hast be^ their refuge a every former g^n^ 
^^ eratioQ, and w^o around us hast spread thine 
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^ everlasting arms/^ do Thoa in mercy accept this 
oar bumble <^ sacrifice of praise and of tbanksgiv« 
^^ ing !^' It is ^^ thy judgments that are now in the 
^^ world/^ but^ for the mighty end^ <^that all the 
^^ inhabitants thereof may learn righteousness/'-— 
May thy paternal ^^ Will be done !'' may thy 
^* Kingdom come/' and end the miseries of a guilty 
world ! From the throne of thy mercy may peace 
at last descend upon all the habitatioBS of men I 
and may they^ while they raise their wondering 
eyes to Heaven^ behold there the face of ^^ thy 
'^ lieloved Son ;" — and may they bless Thee^ 
^^ and hear Him !" 
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